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€/person: Per capita consumption in euros

AfrONet: African Organic Network
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CAP: Common Agricultural Policy of the European Union
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CIAO: Comision Interamericana de Agricultura Orgénica/ Inter-American Commission for Organic
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EU: European Union
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IFOAM - Organics International: Formerly International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements
(IFOAM)
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Power BI: Interactive data visualization software product developed by Microsoft for business intelligence
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U.S.: United States
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Foreword from FiBL and IFOAM - Organics International

Foreword from FiBL and IFOAM - Organics
International

With this edition, FiBL and IFOAM - Organics International proudly present “The
World of Organic Agriculture” for the 25th consecutive time.

Data collection is a primary and ongoing concern for the Research Institute of Organic
Agriculture FiBL and IFOAM - Organics International. The extensive data provided
over more than two decades in this publication serves as a vital tool for stakeholders,
policymakers, authorities, the industry, as well as researchers and extension
professionals. It has also proven invaluable for development programs and in
supporting strategies for organic agriculture and markets, making it crucial for
monitoring the impact of these activities.

The publication also demonstrates our continued commitment to transparency in the
organic sector; the method of data collection has evolved over time to reflect the global
status of organics as accurately as possible. “The World of Organic Agriculture” has
become one of the most frequently cited sources in scientific, technical, and descriptive
articles and reports on organic agriculture.

This publication also highlights the role of organic agriculture in overarching
sustainability strategies such as the Sustainable Development Goals and the European
Union's Farm to Fork Strategy.

Considering that organic agriculture significantly contributes to all of these goals and
strategies, this book not only presents data on land area, the number of producers, and
market figures but also shows organic agriculture's relevance in addressing climate
change, ensuring food and nutrition security, halting biodiversity loss, and promoting
sustainable consumption. Thus, it underscores its contribution to the transformation of
food systems as a whole. “The World of Organic Agriculture” showcases the potential
of organic farming to contribute to a sustainable future.

We extend our gratitude to the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO), the
Coop Sustainability Fund, and Niirnberg Messe for their support in making this
publication possible. We would also like to express our appreciation to all the authors
and data providers who have contributed in-depth information and figures related to
their respective regions, countries, or fields of expertise. Finally, we wish to thank the
editorial team for their dedication and commitment, as well as other members of the
FiBL team who have supported activities related to data collection.

Frick and Bonn, February 2024

Dr. Jiirn Sanders Karen Mapusua

Chairman of the Management Board President

Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL ~ IFOAM - Organics International
Frick, Switzerland Bonn, Germany
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Foreword from SECO
Foreword from SECO

In the dynamic field of organic agriculture, access to good quality data on organic
farming helps to measure success toward achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
and serves as a resource for sound analysis and informed decision-making by
researchers, policymakers, industry actors and other stakeholders along the whole
value chain. Data can also support the development of a favourable policy
environment, reliable regulations and standards, as well as transparency in the organic
sector.

This report, focusing on consolidated data from 2022, reveals a significant expansion of
organic farmland in many countries, with an unprecedented growth of nearly 20
million hectares. This surge has elevated global organic farmland to over 96 million
hectares, representing now 2.0 percent of the world's agricultural land and managed by
more than four million producers.

In 2022, organic food sales reached an impressive 135 billion euros. While growth was
observed in advanced markets like Canada and the United States, several European
countries experienced market stagnation or even decline. These fluctuations underscore
how organic markets are influenced by global developments such as energy and
inflation crises, as well as the repercussions of the conflict in Ukraine. As we await the
data for 2023, we will gain insights into the continued impact of these factors on the
organic market.

The Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) supports actors in the
international organic industry to navigate these and other challenges and seize
opportunities for the benefit of all. By facilitating dynamic and easy access to organic
market and production data, we thus aim to offer a global public good in support of
decision-makers in governmental administrations, the private sector, development
agencies, NGOs, and the private sector.

Dr. Monica Rubiolo
Head of Trade Promotion
Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO)

Bern, Switzerland
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Foreword from BIOFACH / VIVANESS

Organic agriculture and the organic food industry provide solutions for the protection
and preservation of our planet and a sustainable future for generations to come. To
shape our collective future in an ecological and sustainable manner, knowledge and
information are essential. For 25 years, the international patron of BIOFACH, IFOAM
— Organics International, and the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture, FiBL, have
made an invaluable global contribution with their data publication, “The World of
Organic Agriculture — Statistics & Emerging Trends.”

The team at BIOFACH, the world's leading trade fair for organic food, warmly
congratulates on the 25th anniversary!

For everyone in the sector and the community, “The World of Organic Agriculture” is
truly essential reading, offering guidance and setting the course for the future!

We are delighted that IFOAM and FiBL, along with all other partners, present this
comprehensive data annually at BIOFACH, the world's leading trade fair for organic
food. This includes the opening press conference, their own booth in the exhibition
halls, and also during the congress. For many years, the corresponding session has been
one of the most visited!

My heartfelt thanks go to our partners, FiBL and IFOAM - Organics International, as
well as all the dedicated contributors!

Danila Brunner
Executive Director BIOFACH / VIVANESS
Niirnberg, Germany
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Foreword from the Editors

Foreword from the Editors

In the 25th edition of “The World of Organic Agriculture,” we present the latest
available data on organic agriculture. This edition marks a milestone in the history of
worldwide organic agriculture data collection. To commemorate this anniversary, we
invited partners to provide testimonials regarding the benefits of this statistical
collection, which can be found on the following pages. A find a milestone list
showcasing the history of our data collection is available on page 19).

Over the past 25 years, numerous individuals have contributed valuable information
and data, with some supporting us from the very beginning. We are profoundly
grateful to all our authors, data and information suppliers from around the world, as
well as our supporters, including the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs, the
Coop Sustainability Fund, Niirnberg Messe, and IFOAM - Organics International.
Knowledgeable authors once again contributed articles about their regions countries or
fields of expertise, covering topics such as the global market report, policy support,
public standards and legislation, Participatory Guarantee Systems, and the European
Union's organic import data.

Please note that we have restructured the book by relocating the tables on global
organic farming and organic agriculture in the continents to the end of the report.

For this edition, we have further developed Power BI graphics. Most of the figures in
this book are now based on Power BI, allowing for swift updates in the future.
Additionally, you can explore our interactive Power BI graphics and database at
https://statistics.fibl.org.

Lastly, we are delighted to announce that the 13th Chinese edition of “The World of
Organic Agriculture” will be published by the Organic and Beyond Company.

Helga Willer, Bernhard Schlatter and Jan Travnicek
Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL
Frick, Switzerland
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The World of Organic Agriculture: History

For 25 Years: Organic Numbers from Around the
World

HELGA WILLER!

In the year 2000, the statistical yearbook "The World of Organic Agriculture" was
published for the first time. Since then, data have presented the data from this
collaborative project at the Biofach trade fair.

When the organizers of the Biofach trade fair approached the Germany-based Stiftung
Okologie & Landbau SOL (Foundation Ecology & Agriculture) in 1999, asking if they
were interested in presenting the most important statistics on organic farming annually
at Biofach, we could not have imagined that we would still be presenting the latest
figures in Nuremberg years later; in 2024, for the 25th time!

Since the inception of data collection in 2000, the global organic area has surged by over
500 percent, reaching 96 million hectares, and the organic market has expanded nearly
eightfold, from 15 billion to almost 135 billion euros by 2022. Support for data collection
has also grown. In the early days, the activities were carried out Foundation Ecology &
Agriculture and supported by the Biofach trade fair. Today, the Research Institute of
Organic Agriculture (FiBL Switzerland) collects the data, with support from the Swiss
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs, the Swiss Coop Sustainability Fund, IFOAM -
Organics International, and NiirnbergMesse as the organizer of Biofach. The data
collection is also made possible by numerous partners from around the world, some of
whom have been providing data for 25 years.

Since 1999, data collection has been continuously expanded and has now become the
most important reference work for the development of organic farming. For example,
the European Commission uses the data to demonstrate that European consumers
value organic products highly. Researchers regularly cite the data in their work. In 2015,
FiBL added the survey on the status of voluntary sustainability standards such as
Fairtrade or Rainforest Alliance. The results are also published annually on
https://vss.fibl.org.

Data sources: The majority of data collection is done through personal contacts, and
many data can also be obtained via the internet. For example, Eurostat, the statistical
office of the European Union, provides data on land area, livestock, production, and
farms on its website. For countries that do not publicly provide their data, FiBL sends
out questionnaires. If there is no national agency collecting data, FiBL collects the data
among international certifiers and compiles it for the respective country. Often, land
and production data come from different sources than market, export, and import data.
For example, in the USA, data on organically managed land, production, and livestock
come from the statistics office of the US Department of Agriculture, while retail trade
data is provided by the Organic Trade Association (OTA). Import and export data, on

! Dr. Helga Willer, Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, Frick, Switzerland
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the other hand, come from the Foreign Agricultural Service of the Department of
Agriculture. Overall, FiBL collaborates with at least 200 different data sources and
suppliers.

Data processing and access: In addition to the demanding quality assurance process, a
significant challenge is handling the constantly increasing volume of data. Improved
access to data through digital tools is another challenge. FiBL provides interactive
databases and infographics on its website https://statistics.fibl.org, which require
continuous development. Efforts are underway to incorporate additional indicators,
enhance user-friendliness, and automate production data estimation.

Data publication: The primary medium for disseminating the data is the statistical
yearbook "The World of Organic Agriculture,” published jointly by FiBL and IFOAM —
Organics International and presented annually at Biofach. In this publication, in
addition to detailed tables and graphics, reports on the development of organic farming
in the continents and topics such as the market and legislation can be found. In addition
to the book, the data is also available interactively online. The offering is complemented
by popular infographics, which, like other materials, can be accessed via www.organic-
world.net.

Milestones

>1999: The then organizers of Biofach, Hagen Sunder and Hubert Rottner, asked the Foundation Ecology &
Agriculture SOL to regularly present global organic farming figures at Biofach.

>2000: The first edition of the statistical book and the data were presented at Biofach. At that time, they were
limited to indicators such as area and farms. Later editions added land use (2006), retail sales (2012), and
imports and exports (2020).

»>2001: The Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL) becomes a partner.

»2008: Funded by the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs of Switzerland (SECO) and the International
Trade Centre (ITC), FiBL was able to establish a professional database. This allowed for better collection,
storage, processing, and analysis of data. FiBL also launched the website organic-world.net.

>2011: The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) integrated FiBL's data on land
use in organic farming into their FAOSTAT online database.

>2012: The EU-funded project OrganicDataNetwork began. Within its framework, data collection and
processing methods were improved, and an interactive online database was established. The trading
company Organic and Beyond first published the Chinese translation of The World of Organic Agriculture,
which has since been regularly released.

>2014: The successor project to the SECO-ITC-funded project Global Information System for Organic Market
and Production Data includes data collection on voluntary sustainability standards. 2015: The first edition of
The State of Sustainable Markets with data on 14 voluntary sustainability standards was published by FiBL,
ITC, and the International Institute of Sustainable Development (IISD). The Twitter account FiBLStatistics
was created and has been used for publicizing the yearbook since then.

>2018: FiBL launched the interactive online database statistics.FiBL.org and presented infographics on global
organic farming for the first time.

>2019: The 20th edition was co-financed for the first time by the Coop Sustainability Fund.

>2020: Data was made available for the first time with interactive infographics using the PowerBI program
online at statistics.fibl.org. Most of the graphics in the yearbook are now created with PowerBI.

»2023: The Statistical Handbook Organic Agriculture in Africa, which provides in-depth African data, was
published.

>2024: Presentation of the 25th edition of The World of Organic Agriculture is presented at Biofach.
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Celebrating 25 Years of “The World of Organic
Agriculture” - Testimonials

In this special 25th edition of "The World of Organic Agriculture," we are
commemorating a milestone achievement. To express our deep appreciation for their
invaluable support, we have reached out to our esteemed contacts and data providers,
inviting them to share testimonials that underscore the profound significance of this
yearbook in their professional endeavors. We are sincerely grateful for their
contributions, which have played an integral role in shaping the impact and relevance
of our publication over the years.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my deep appreciation for the work done on
organic statistics. "The World of Organic Agriculture" is one of FiBL's most significant flagship
projects, and I take great pride in it.

Dr. Jiirn Sanders, Chairman of the FiBL Management Board

The statistics book measures the pulse of the organic sector and it is a key reference point for us
when it comes to showcasing the impact and constant development of organic agriculture
worldwide.

We use the information collected to provide our members reliable data and support our role in
convening inclusive conversations at a global scale, it is an invaluable resource.

Karen Mapusua, President IFOAM — Organics International

25 years - that's really a great date and it's amazing!

For me the global data collection is essential as it provides a lot of insights, allows me to follow
trends and stay connected to the farmers.

It also empowers to make informed decisions that can drive organic farming and inspire
positive changes.

Tatsiana Astraukh, Ecoidea, Belarus

The Organic Trade Association is honored to have contributed to the World of Organic
Agriculture for 25 years. Having access to sound data is critical to the growth and sustainability
of the organic sector. Accurate data helps policymakers develop sound national organic
strategies.

Growers and producers of organic products, as well as processors, retailers, and the entire
organic supply chain, need precise data to make practical production and business decisions.
International data sharing benefits the entire organic sector, as well as organic consumers.

Violet Batcha, Director of Marketing& Communications, Organic Trade Association, USA

A sector must know how to analyze, visualize, and represent itself in order to be significant.
What would the world of organic farming be like without the data collected, processed, and
disseminated under the direction and expertise of FiBL, without the informational network and
international relationships of IFOAM — Organics International, without the global fair BIOFACH
where they are presented every year and which inspired the first collection in 1999?
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Thanks to them, global organic data is accessible to everyone through The World of Organic
Agriculture yearbook and dynamic statistics on the organic-world.net website. An invaluable
asset.

Rosa Maria Bertino, Bio Bank, Italy

The annual surveys make the global development of organic farming tangible and serve as an
important reference. They highlight the significance of organic production worldwide and
enable the correct assessment of the national status of development in the organic sector

Urs Brindli, President Bio Suisse, Switzerland

For 25 years now, the international patron of BIOFACH, IFOAM - Organics International, and
the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture, FiBL, have been making an invaluable
contribution to ecological and sustainable future shaping with “The World of Organic
Agriculture”!

For everyone in the sector and the community, this (data) publication is a true “must-read” — it
provides well-founded facts and analyses, offering guidance and setting the course for the
future!

Danila Brunner, Executive Director BIOFACH / VIVANESS, Germany

The publication has become the most important reference for the development of organic
farming. The data, statistics, and trends are interesting and very meaningful. I have been using
the data from World of Organics for over 15 years as a valuable basis for decision-making. For
market development, the data, trends, and forecasts for the demand for organic products help
me create and assess where action is needed.

For agricultural policy studies, I use the data to assess specific developments. Especially in the
development of organic farming, it has been and still is important to be able to classify changes
in certain regions in relation to other regions or to the whole. For the future, I hope that data
collection will be continued. Furthermore, I would be pleased if the data quality is further
improved, and the scope of information is expanded, especially concerning the markets.

Klaus Biichel, Klaus Biichel Anstalt, Liechtenstein

One of the standout highlights at Biofach is the annual release of the global organic farming
statistical yearbook, a collaborative effort between FiBL and IFOAM. This comprehensive
publication offers valuable insights into the current status of organic agriculture worldwide, in
Europe, and at the national level, utilizing the latest available data.

Dr. Déra Drexler, Hungarian Institute of Organic Agriculture OMKi Hungary

The Interamerican Commission on Organic Agriculture (CIAO) highly values the joint work
with FiBL, we hope to continue contributing to the quality of the information to have
increasingly accurate statistics.

Juan Manuel Gdmez, Inter-American Commission for Organic Agriculture CIAO, Argentina

The FiBL statistics serve as an invaluable tool for examining organic markets and narrating the
evolution of organic production.

With their visually appealing, concise, and informative presentation, these statistics are a vital
resource for both policy makers and market analysts.
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They provide a robust and readily accessible foundation upon which to make informed
decisions. The FiBL statistics have been a true blessing for the organic movement, playing a
pivotal role in the ongoing advancement of the organic sector.
My profound gratitude extends to all those dedicated individuals who diligently undertake the
often challenging and underappreciated work of gathering, verifying, and presenting these
figures.

Dr. Benedikt Haug, Lecturer at Wageningen University and

freelance organic market developer, The Netherlands

Having the most up-to-date organic data is essential, as it provides valuable insights for
program and business design by offering a clear understanding of trends. However, in many
Asian countries, there are no dedicated agencies responsible for collecting such data,
necessitating the need to explore alternative methods

Dr. Shaikh Tanveer Hossain, Director, Policy & Strategy, IFOAM - Organics Asia

The Interamerican Commission on Organic Agriculture (CIAO) countries consider FiBL's work
as the sole global reference for collecting, systematizing, analyzing, and publishing standardized
global organic production data. They highly value this information as a fundamental resource
for their work within each country and express high satisfaction in contributing to FiBL's annual
data collection

Gabriela Lacaze, Inter-American Commission for Organic Agriculture CIAO, Argentina

The work that Helga Willer and her team are doing on this annual publication and data
collection is really important.

It is extremely critical for the development of organic farming and production that we have up-
to-date data and information available.

Aura Lamminparras, Executive Director, Finnish Organic Food Association Pro Luomu

This invaluable publication provides a comprehensive overview of regional trade data that is
essential for our industry. It enables us to establish a global ranking of leaders in production and
sales, which is a vital resource in our discussions with government officials. Despite our sector's
relatively small size compared to non-organic counterparts, our global ranking piques their
interest and helps us advocate for continued support for organic initiatives

Tia Loftsgard, Executive Director, Canada Organic Trade Association

In the era of big data analytics and data-driven decision-making, data collection plays a crucial
role.

Data in organic agriculture not only enhance transparency but also contribute significantly to
bolstering consumer confidence in organic products and the certification process itself.

This underscores the meaningful and important work carried out by all certification bodies.

Virginija Luksiené, Ekoagros, Lithuania
Great to see the World of Organic marking its 25th edition.

It continues to remain a go-to reference tool for people monitoring organic production and
market trends worldwide.
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This reflects the important work undertaken by Helga Willer, the team at FiBL and all the
various partners over the years.

Stephen Meredith, Head of Policy, Irish Organic Association, Ireland

The initial concept aimed to materialize an emerging idea in agriculture and nutrition. Metrics
related to farmers, land areas, and turnover were a fitting choice for this purpose.

Helga Willer emerged as the perfect figure to breathe life into this initially dry undertaking.
What began as a publication of less than 20 pages eventually expanded to 360 pages per issue.
The network of data providers from various countries, along with Helga's team at FiBL,
continued to grow.
It was through rigorous quality control that the information attained its current value, enabling
policymakers and businesses to base their decisions upon it. Over time, it has evolved into the
global yearbook of a highly promising industry.
Prof. Dr. Urs Niggli, President of the Institute of Agroecology and
Former Director of the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, Switzerland

The data provided by FiBL and IFOAM for the global organic movement is highly appreciated.
Vitoon Panyakul, Green Net, Thailand

Congratulations to the team behind the book "The World of Organic Agriculture" and the
organizations that have made this publication possible for 25 years!

This book has grown to be the most vital and dependable source of information for producers,
researchers, policymakers, consumers, NGOs, media, and diverse stakeholders around the
world. It stands as the most systematic repository of global organic statistics and history.

It is imperative to continue releasing "The World of Organic Agriculture" in the future.

Natalie Prokopchuk, Swiss-Ukrainian Program “Higher Value Added Trade from the Organic
and Dairy Sector in Ukraine”, Kyiv, Ukraine

The World of Organic Agriculture is like the bible of the organic food industry. Produced
annually, it is the most comprehensive report on organic farming, production, and markets
worldwide. I am proud to contribute each year to this important publication!

Amarjit Sahota, Director of Ecovia Intelligence, London, UK

For 25 years, this publication has stood as a unique and invaluable resource, providing a
comprehensive global overview of the development of organic farming. Its depth and breadth
render it an indispensable tool for comprehending and influencing the future of sustainable,
organic agriculture.
Personally, I extend my deep appreciation to Helga Willer for her commitment to collecting all
the data and to the hundreds of individuals who have generously contributed essential data
throughout the years.

Jan Trdavnicek, Czech Organics, Czechia, FiBL Organic Statistics Team

The significance of having access to dependable data concerning organic agriculture from all
countries in one central source, specifically within the publication “The World of Organic
Agriculture”, is self-evident. This holds particular importance for Ukraine, which is committed
to securing its place on the global organic map, solidifying its leading role as a supplier of

24 FiBL & IFOAM — Organics International (2024): The World of Organic Agriculture. Frick and Bonn



Testimonials

organic products to international markets, and nurturing the growth of its domestic organic
sector. The collection and analysis of reliable information constitute an essential component of
the decision-making process, both at the national level and for individual producers.

The ongoing efforts of the FiBL and IFOAM initiative have played a pivotal role in constructing
a comprehensive overview of the current state of organic agriculture worldwide, enabling the
monitoring of trends in the global organic sector. “The World of Organic Agriculture” serves as
an invaluable resource for the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine and for
Ukrainian organic producers. It facilitates discussions on international experiences and
collaborative endeavors aimed at enhancing the competitiveness of Ukrainian organic products
in the global marketplace.

Ukraine has consistently contributed information about its organic agriculture to this
publication over the years, and we, at the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine, are
delighted to be partners in providing this essential data about Ukraine.

We extend our best wishes for the team's continued success in this important undertaking. May
organic agriculture flourish worldwide!

Taras Vysotskyi, First Deputy Minister of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine

According to “The World of Organic Agriculture - Statistics and Emerging Trends”, China ranks
fourth globally in both the organic market and organic agricultural area.

Understanding our global position and realizing our potential for organic development by
referencing developed countries in the organic sector is of significant importance to us.

Prof. Dr. Qiao Yuhui, China Agricultural University, Beijing, China

The statistical data provided in the annual FiBL-IFOAM publication have been instrumental in
comprehending the current state of the organic sector in Kazakhstan and other countries within
the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), where data collection remains challenging.

Often, the FiBL-IFOAM statistics serve as the sole reliable source, not only for researchers but
also for government authorities, organic producer organizations, and other stakeholders in the
region.

The absence of data on organic production, exports, imports, domestic consumption, allowable
inputs, and other vital information creates a bottleneck and hinders countries' ability to
accurately assess the sector's development requirements and formulate policies to support
producers and trade.

The work of FiBL and IFOAM can offer valuable insights for the development of effective
national data collection systems.

Raushan Zhazykbayeva, International legal expert, Kazakhstan
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Organic Agriculture: Key Indicators and Top Countries

Indicator

World

Top countries

Countries with organic
activities!

Organic agricultural land

Organic share of total
agricultural land

Increase of organic agricultural
land 2021/2022

Wild collection and further
non-agricultural areas

Producers

Organic market?

Per capita consumption

Number of countries/
territories with organic
regulations

Number of affiliates of IFOAM
— Organics International

2022: 188 countries

2022: 96.4 million hectares
(2000: 15 million hectares)

2022:2.0 %

20.3 million hectares (ha); +26.6 %

2022: 34.6 million hectares (ha)
(1999: 4.1 million hectares)

2022: 4.5 million producers
(1999: 200’000 producers)

2022: 134.8 billion euros
(2000: I5.1 billion euros)

2022: 17.0 euros

75 (fully implemented)
14 (drafting)

2022: 781 affiliates

Australia (53.0 million hectares)
India (4.7 million hectares)
Argentina (4.1 million hectares)

Liechtenstein (43.0 %)
Austria (27.5 %)
Estonia (23.4 %)

Australia: 17'328'259 ha (+48.6 %),
India: 2'068'825 ha (+77.8 %)
Greece: 390223 ha (+73.0 %)

Finland (6.9 million hectares)
India (4.4 million hectares)
Zambia (3.2 million hectares)

India (2'480'859)
Uganda (404'246)
Thailand (121'540)

US (58.6 billion euros)
Germany (5.3 billion euros)
China (12.4 billion euros)

Switzerland (437 euros)
Denmark (365 euros)
Austria (274 euros)

Germany: 80 affiliates
China: 52 affiliates
India: 49 affiliates
USA: 45 affiliates

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on national data sources, data from certifiers and IFOAM — Organics International

! Where the designation "country" appears in this book, it covers countries and territories, see UNSTAT
website https://unstats.un.org/unsd/methodology/m49/
2Please note that there are some differences in organic food sales figures from Ecovia Intelligence and those
from FiBL due to different methodologies. According to Ecovia Intelligence, global retail sales reached 127.5
billion euros in 2022 (see article by Sahota in this volume). One euro corresponded to 1.0530 US dollars in

2022 according to the European Central Bank.
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The World of Organic Agriculture 2024: Summary
JAN TRAVNICEK!, BERNHARD SCHLATTER,? AND HELGA WILLER?

The latest global organic agriculture data for 2022 from 188 countries paint an
exceptional picture. In an unprecedented surge, organic farmland expanded to over 96
million hectares (mainly due to growth in Australia), and the number of farmers grew
strongly, increasing by more than 20 percent to 4.5 million producers. The sales of
organic products in the retail sector reached nearly 135 billion euros, despite
experiencing slower growth and encountering stagnation and declines in certain
European countries.

Statistics on organic area

Nearly 96.4 million hectares of organic farmland

In 2022, nearly 96.4 million hectares of agricultural land were organic (including in-
conversion areas). The regions with the largest organic agricultural land areas were
Oceania (53.2 million hectares — comprising more than half of the world's organic
agricultural land, at 55 percent) and Europe (18.5 million hectares, accounting for 19
percent). Latin America followed with 9.5 million hectares (10 percent), succeeded by
Asia with 8.8 million hectares (9.2 percent), Northern America with 3.6 million hectares
(3.8 percent), and Africa with 2.7 million hectares (2.8 percent). For details on organic
areas, see chapters from page 42).

Australia has the largest area

The countries with the most organic agricultural land were Australia (53.0 million
hectares), India (4.7 million hectares) and Argentina (4.1 million hectares).

Globally, 2.0 percent of the farmland is organic

In 2022, 2.0 percent of the world’s agricultural land was organic. The highest organic
shares of the total agricultural land, by region, were in Oceania (14.3 percent) and in
Europe (3.7 percent; European Union: 10.4 percent).

Liechtenstein had the highest organic share, with 43.0 percent

Some countries achieve significantly higher organic shares compared to the global
average. Liechtenstein (43.0 percent), Austria (27.5 percent), and Estonia (23.4 percent)
had the highest organic shares. Remarkably, in 22 countries, 10 percent or more of their
agricultural land was organic, setting a new record.

Jan Travnicek, Czech Organics, Staré Mésto, Czech Republic, www.czechorganics.com
2Bernhard Schlatter, Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, Frick, Switzerland, www. fibl.org
3Dr. Helga Willer, Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, Frick, Switzerland, www. fibl.org
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Unprecedented growth in organic farmland — Increase of 20.3 million hectares

Organic farmland witnessed a substantial expansion of 20.3 million hectares
(26.6 percent) in 2022, with numerous countries reporting significant growth.
The largest increases in absolute terms were observed in Australia, India, and Greece.
Australia's organic farmland surged by more than 17°328'259 hectares (+49 percent),
while India experienced a growth of nearly 2'068'825 hectares (+78 percent), and Greece
saw an increase of almost 390"223 hectares (+73 percent). Nevertheless, some countries
experienced a decrease in organic farmland, with the most significant decline occurring
in the Russian Federation, where data showed a reduction of nearly 0.5 million hectares.

Increase of organic farmland in all continents

In 2022, organic agricultural land increased on all continents. The highest absolute
growth was in Oceania (+47.8 percent, +17.2 million hectares), followed by Asia
(+35.9 percent, +0.39 million hectares), North America (+10.7 percent, +0.35 million
hectares), Africa (+4.9 percent, +0.1 million hectares), Europe (+1 percent, +0.2 million
hectares), and Latin America (+0.6 percent, +52"996 hectares).

Growth in most major crop groups

Land use and crop details were available for over 92 percent of the organic agricultural
land. However, some countries with very large organic areas, such as Brazil and India,
had limited or no information on their land use (see chapter from page 61).

Grassland/grazing areas constituted more than two-thirds of the organic agricultural
land, accounting for over 67.6 million hectares and experiencing a 25.5 percent increase
in 2022.

Arable land, covering almost 15.1 million hectares, made up 15.6 percent of the organic
agricultural land. Although this category reported a 0.7 percent decrease since 2021, it
was primarily utilized for cereals, including rice, along with green fodder from arable
land, oilseeds, textile crops, and dry pulses.

Permanent crops occupied 6.6 percent of the organic agricultural land, totalling over
6.2 million hectares. Compared to the previous survey, a modest increase of more than
48’000 hectares or 0.8 percent was reported. The most significant crops in this category
included nuts, olives, coffee, grapes, and cocoa (see chapter on land use in organic
agriculture from page 61).

Organic citrus

The contribution on organic citrus fruits by Garibay and Bernet (page 95) discusses the
growth and challenges in organic citrus production. From 2004 to 2022, global organic
citrus acreage increased by over 86’000 hectares but experienced a 3.3% decline in 2022.
Europe leads in production, with Italy and Spain being the top producers, followed by
contributions from Latin America and Africa. This decline is partly attributed to citrus
greening disease, while further challenges include lower yields, nutrition and resilience
concerns, and pest and disease management. Key exports to the EU and US include
lemons, limes, and oranges, with South Africa, Mexico and Colombia as major
exporters.
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Further organic areas

Apart from land dedicated to organic agriculture, there are further areas of organic land
dedicated to other activities. The largest parts of these are wild collection areas and
beekeeping areas. Further non-agricultural areas include aquaculture, forests and
grazing areas on non-agricultural land. These areas totalled 34.6 million hectares, and
all the organic areas together summed up to 132.4 million hectares (see chapter from
page 67).

Organic producers on the rise — 4.5 million producers in 2022’

In 2022, the global count of organic producers surged to a staggering 4.5 million. Asia
led the way with a commanding 61 percent of the world's organic producers, closely
trailed by Africa at 22 percent, Europe at 11 percent, and Latin America at 6 percent.
The top three countries with the highest number of organic producers were India
(2°480°859), Uganda (404'246), and Thailand (121°540). Notably, there was a remarkable
increase in the number of producers, with a dramatic rise of nearly 919000 or an
astonishing 25.6 percent growth compared to 2021. For more information on organic
operators, see page 49.

Increase in exports to the USA, decline in exports to the EU

In 2022, the EU and USA collectively imported nearly 4.9 million metric tonnes of
organic products, marking a 4.2 percent increase of approximately 197°000 metric
tonnes. While total exports to the EU decreased by 146'173 MT (-5.1 percent), exports
to the USA increased by 342'867 MT (+18.8 percent). Ecuador emerged as the leading
exporter, followed by Mexico and Peru. Significant export growth was observed in
Mexico, Togo, and China, while notable declines were seen in imports from India, the
United Kingdom, and Chile. The top three imported organic products were bananas,
soybeans, and sugar, accounting for 46 percent of total imports. The US, the
Netherlands, and Germany served as the primary importers, comprising nearly 74
percent of all organic imports (please note that the import volumes to the US are not
complete). For more information, see page 53.

! Please note that some countries report only the numbers of companies, projects, or grower groups, which
may each comprise a number of individual producers. It may be assumed that the total number of organic
producers is higher than that reported here.
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Global market reached nearly 135 billion euros

Organic food and drink sales reached nearly 135 billion euros'?, according to FiBL (page
56)%4in 2022. In 2022, the countries with the largest organic markets were the United
States (58.6 billion euros), Germany (15.3 billion euros) and China (12.4 billion euros).
The largest single market was the United States (43 percent of the global market),
followed by the European Union (45.1 billion euros, 34 percent) and China (12.4 billion
euros, 9.2 percent). Switzerland had the highest per-capita consumption in 2022, with
437 euros. The highest organic market shares were reached in Denmark (12.0 percent),
Austria (11.5 percent) and Switzerland (11.2 percent). Several markets experienced a
decline, and in Europe, organic retails sales decreased by more than two percent. In
North America, however, the market increased. For more information, see page 56.

According to Sahota (page 106), the major challenges facing the global organic food
market include rising food prices due to inflation, geopolitical factors disrupting supply
chains, the impact of the Ukrainian conflict on the economy, and concerns about
oversupply in the wake of increased demand during the pandemic. Consumer demand
for organic products varies, driven by health reasons, ethical considerations, and
environmental concerns. However, competition from products like plant-based foods
and GMO-free items makes it challenging to differentiate organic foods in the market.
In conclusion, while global organic food sales stabilized after a surge in 2020, challenges
such as inflation and supply disruptions have affected consumer demand. Growth is
expected to resume as economic conditions improve.

Statistics of the Biodynamic Federation Demeter International

The Biodynamic Federation Demeter International is an umbrella organization
comprising 48 member organizations committed to biodynamic agriculture. This
movement is set to mark its centenary in 2024. Collectively, the network of the
Biodynamic Federation Demeter International encompasses more than 7’000 Demeter
farms, spread across a vast expanse of over 255’000 hectares in 62 countries. More
details are available from the contribution by Behr (page 100).

Regulations and policies

Organic regulations

Regarding regulations, according to the latest data collected by IFOAM - Organics
International, in 2022, 75 countries had fully implemented regulations on organic
agriculture. Twenty-one countries had organic regulations that were not fully

1 Please note that there are some differences in organic food sales figures from Ecovia Intelligence and those
from FiBL due to different methodologies. According to Ecovia Intelligence, global retail sales reached over
127.7 billion EUR in 2022.

21n 2022, 1.0530 US dollars corresponded to 1 euro.

3 Please note that there are some differences in organic food sales figures from Ecovia Intelligence and those
from FiBL due to different methodologies. According to Ecovia Intelligence, global retail sales reached over
127.7 billion EUR in 2022.

4In 2022, 1.0530 US dollars corresponded to 1 euro.
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implemented, and 14 were drafting legislation. The guidance for growers' groups under
the new EU Organic Regulation 2018/848 introduces significant changes impacting
millions of organic farmers globally. IFOAM - Organics International has provided
guidance to assess these changes. The Pacific Organic Standard Guidebook enhances
consistency, and Australia's decision against domestic organic regulation led to the
formation of the Organic Development Group. Meanwhile, New Zealand's Organic
Products and Production Act supports sector growth and exports. Lastly, the
Memorandum of Understanding between Canada and Mexico promotes equivalence
of organic products, facilitating trade and cooperation. (See by Hysa et al. on page 112).

Policies for organic farming

A growing number of governments across the globe are actively championing
agroecological policies, demonstrating their commitment through the introduction of
new initiatives and programs characterized by clear, predefined objectives. Countries
like Tanzania, Vietnam, Cambodia, Japan, and Taiwan are notable examples of this
trend. Simultaneously, on a regional scale, there is a discernible surge in the adoption
of agroecological policies, driven by the formulation of strategic initiatives. Noteworthy
instances include the collective efforts of ASEAN countries and the proactive measures
taken by members of the African Union. For more information, see article by Hysa et
al. on page 112.

Participatory Guarantee Systems in 2022

IFOAM - Organics International is the sole organization collecting global data on PGS.
In total, the global PGS landscape encompasses 64°740 initiatives and 188°709 certified
producers, impacting the lives of 1'823"525 individuals. The certified land area at the
global level spans an impressive 1'131°933 hectares, emphasizing the collaborative
effort across continents to promote and adopt PGS in agriculture (see article from Flores
et al. on page 121).

Organic in the regions

Africa

In 2022, Africa boasted more than 2.7 million hectares of certified organic agricultural
land, representing a remarkable 4.9 percent increase of nearly 128°000 hectares
compared to 2021. The continent also reported over 975000 producers involved in
organic farming. Uganda stood out as the country with the largest organic area,
exceeding 505'000 hectares in 2022, and also claiming the highest number of organic
producers, with over 404°000. Notably, the island state of Sao Tomé and Principe
dedicated 21.1 percent of its agricultural land to organic crops, showcasing the region's
commitment to organic farming. Most certified organic products from Africa are
destined for export markets, with key crops including cocoa, cotton, coffee, oilseeds,
nuts, and olives. For more information about statistics in Africa, see page 165.
Furthermore, five African countries have existing legislation on organic agriculture,
while an additional five are in the process of drafting such legislation (see article by
Hysa et al. on page 112).
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Ecological Organic Agriculture (EOA) in Africa has continued to receive attention from
various stakeholders, including farmers, practitioners, researchers, policymakers, and
others, particularly in the wake of shocks caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the war
in Ukraine, conflicts in the Middle East, and other environmental crises. Various studies
conducted on organic and conventional systems have demonstrated the potential of
EOA to contribute to food security and nutrition, restore land degradation, alleviate
poverty, mitigate climate change, and enhance resilience, among other socioeconomic
and environmental benefits. Some of these aspects were central to the 1st Eastern Africa
Agroecology Conference (EAAC) held in March 2023. Presentations at the conference
highlighted the growth of EOA, the momentum it has gained, and the progress in
organic policy adoption in countries such as Uganda and Tanzania. For more updates
about Africa, see the contribution by Amudavi et al., page 130.

Asia

In 2022, Asia had over 8.8 million hectares of agricultural land managed by 2.7 million
producers. The majority of these producers were in India, where their numbers
increased by one million from 2021 to 2022, significantly contributing to the global
growth of organic farmers. India, with 4.73 million hectares, and China, with over
2.90 million hectares, emerged as the leading countries in terms of organic agricultural
land. Notably, Timor-Leste stood out with the highest proportion of organic
agricultural land at 8.5 percent. For more information about Asian statistics, see page
165). The region demonstrated a strong commitment to organic practices, with twenty-
two countries having legislation in place for organic agriculture, while seven countries

were in the process of drafting relevant legislation (see article by Hysa et al. on page
112 for further details).

In 2023, Asia's organic sector saw notable developments, including comprehensive
support plans by various governments like Japan's Sustainable Food Systems Strategy,
Kyrgyzstan's focus on organic agriculture in its "Five Years of Action for the
Development of Mountain Regions," and Saudi Arabia's integrated support system.
The 6th Organic Asia Congress emphasized peace and food security, and new
networks, such as the Young Elected Officers Network and Education and Research
Network for Organic Agriculture Development (E-ROAD), were established. The 1st
International Conference on Organic Agriculture in Drylands and Deserts led to the
formation of the "Drylands and Deserts Organic Agriculture Network (DOAN)." The
2nd World Organic Youth Summit discussed youth opportunities in the organic sector.
In 2024, IFOAM - Organics Asia plans to introduce a global organic award, co-organize
an international conference on school meals and public procurement, and host the
World PGS Conference coinciding with the 20th anniversary of the IFOAM PGS launch.
Additionally, IFOAM Asia will collaborate with members on pre-conferences and side
events for the 21st IFOAM Organic World Congress in Taiwan, highlighting the
growing importance of organic agriculture in Asia and efforts to promote regulation,
certification, and market expansion. More information is available in the chapter of
IFOAM Organic Asia on page 148.
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Europe

By the end of 2022, in Europe more than 18.5 million hectares of organic agricultural
land (European Union: 16.9 million hectares) were managed organically, overseen by
over 480°000 producers (European Union: over 419°000). Within Europe, organic
agriculture covered 3.7 percent of the agricultural area (European Union: 10.4 percent).
Organic farmland witnessed an increase of over 0.2 million hectares in Europe and 0.8
million hectares in the European Union compared to 2021. The leading countries in
terms of organic agricultural areas were France (2.9 million hectares), Spain (2.7 million
hectares), and Italy (2.3 million hectares). Notably, 16 countries had at least 10 percent
of their farmland dedicated to organic practices, with Liechtenstein leading at 43.0
percent, followed by Austria (27.5 percent) and Estonia (23.4 percent). In 2022, retail
sales of organic products amounted to 53.1 billion euros (European Union: 45.1 billion
euros), representing a 2.2 percent decrease (-2.8% in the EU) since 2021. Germany
ranked as the largest market for organic products with retail sales of 15.3 billion euros,
followed by France (12.1 billion euros) and Switzerland (3.9 billion euros). (See the
article by Willer et al., page 129 for more details). Across Europe, 43 countries have
legislation governing organic agriculture (see article by Hysa et al. on page 112). While
organic farmland grew by 5 percent, consolidated data for 2022 indicate stagnation or
even decline in retail sales in several countries. To reach the European Commission's
goal of 25 percent organic agriculture by 2030, stronger annual growth than in 2021 will
be necessary. For more details see chapter by Willer et al, page 186.

Imports of organic agri-food products in the EU declined from 2.87 million metric tons
in 2021 to 2.73 million metric tons in 2022, marking a 5.1% decrease. This decline may
be linked to reduced demand, likely stemming from a significant rise in food prices
during the year. The decrease was mainly driven by reduced imports of fruit and
vegetables, sugar, olive and palm oils, sunflower seed, and pet food, with increased
imports of organic soybeans, oilcakes, citrus fruit, rice, and honey failing to offset these
losses. For details, see the summary on EU organic imports on page 212.

In June 2018, the European Union introduced Regulation 2018/848 for organic products,
with amendments and additional regulations continuing until 2023. Notably,
international trade in organic products shifted towards direct EU compliance in third
countries instead of relying on equivalency agreements. The European Commission's
initiatives like the European Green Deal, Farm to Fork, and Biodiversity Strategies aim
to achieve sustainable food systems by 2030. However, a 2022 briefing by IFOAM
Organics Europe revealed that many Member States lack ambition in developing and
supporting organic farming. Without significant changes in Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) Strategic Plans, achieving the goal of 25 percent organic land in Europe
by 2030 seems unlikely. For details, see contribution by Schmutzler et al. on page 173.

Latin America and the Caribbean

In Latin America, a workforce of over 270°000 producers managed more than 9.5
million hectares of agricultural land organically in 2022. This area represented 9.9
percent of the world's organic land and 1.3 percent of the region's agricultural land.
Leading countries in the region were Argentina (4.1 million hectares), Uruguay (2.7
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million hectares), and Brazil (1.0 million hectares). Uruguay boasted the highest organic
share of total agricultural land at 19.6 percent, followed by Dominica (11.6 percent) and
French Guiana (11.1 percent). Several Latin American countries maintained their status
as significant exporters of organic products, including coffee, cocoa, and bananas (see
chapter on statistics on page 224). Nineteen countries in the region had legislation
governing organic agriculture, with two more in the process of drafting such legislation
(See article by Hysa et al. on page 112). Brazil stood out as the largest market for organic
products in Latin America.

In 2023, Latin American organic production faced challenges due to changes in EU and
US organic regulations. Grower group certification changes impacted cooperatives in
Costa Rica, leading some to disband organic groups. Indigenous associations also faced
difficulties. Concerns about the new EU regulation's impact on producer organizations
were also raised at the Interamerican Commission for Organic Farming conference. It's
anticipated that many groups in Latin America may stop EU certification, focus on the
US market, or exit the organic sector, potentially reducing regional organic production.
Recent international Agreements included Canada and Mexico signing a Memorandum
of Understanding recognizing each other's organic regulations. Argentina and Costa
Rica are renegotiating their Third Country agreement with the EU. For more
information see contribution from Soto on page 218.

North America

In North America, organic farming covered more than 3.6 million hectares in 2023, with
2.06 million hectares in the United States and 1.56 million hectares in Canada. This
constituted 0.8 percent of the total agricultural area in the region. The organic market
in North America achieved sales of 64.4 billion euros. For details, see page 244.

United States

According to OTA’s 2023 Organic Industry Survey, organic food sales in the United
States in 2022 broke through the 60 billion US dollar (58.6 billion euros) mark for the
first time, hitting another high-level mark for the resilient organic sector. 2.1 Million
hectares or 0.5 percent of the farmland, were under organic management.

In 2023, the US organic sector achieved significant regulatory victories with the
introduction of the Strengthening Organic Enforcement (SOE) rule in January and the
finalization of the Organic Livestock and Poultry Standards (OLPS) regulation in
October. These measures aim to combat fraud, enhance organic standards, and build
consumer trust. Additionally, there was a busy legislative calendar with discussions on
a new Farm Bill and various bills supporting organic, while the US Department of
Agriculture continued to promote organic agriculture through initiatives like the
Organic Transition Initiative announced in 2022. For more information see the
contribution by Jagiello on page 230.

Canada

In Canada, organic acreage increased significantly by 23 percent in 2022, reaching over
1.5 million hectares. The demand for organic products in Canada remains strong, with
the organic sector, including non-food products, reaching 10.26 billion Canadian
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dollars in 2022. Organic food and beverage sales were at 5.8 billion euros, marking a 9.7
percent increase from the previous year. Health consciousness is a driving factor behind
the demand for organic food, with 23 percent of Canadians buying more organic
products than the previous year. Canada also plays a notable role in the global organic
marketplace, with increasing exports of organic products, totalling over 405 million
Canadian dollars in 2022. Organic imports also grew by over 9 percent since 2021,
reaching more than 683 million euros in 2022. Overall, Canada's organic sector
continues to experience growth, driven by strong consumer demand and expanding
international trade relationships. For more information see the contribution by
Loftsgard on page 242.

Oceania

This region includes Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands states. Altogether,
there were over 24’000 producers on 53 million hectares, constituting 14.3 percent of the
region’s agricultural land and more than half the world’s organic land. More than 99
percent of the organic land in the region is in Australia (53.0 million hectares, mostly
extensive grazing land), followed by New Zealand (over 79°000 hectares) and Samoa
over 47’000 hectares). The highest organic shares of all national agricultural land were
in Samoa (16.7 percent), followed by Australia (14.8 percent), Solomon Islands 6.5
percent), French Polynesia (4.8 percent) and Fiji (4.5 percent). Four countries in Oceania
have legislation on organic agriculture. (See article by Hysa et al. on page 112). For
statistics about organic agriculture in Oceania, see page 257.

Australia

2023 was a productive year for the Australian organic sector as far as agriculture is
concerned, with a return to more favourable growing conditions following the
disastrous East Australian flood events of early 2022. While challenges prevailed
around supply chain and other logistics in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, many
operations were able to re-establish themselves and capitalise on strong demand for
organic goods in domestic and export markets. A comprehensive study released in
early 2023 showcased the nation’s potential to become a major player on the world
organic stage (see article by Frampton on page 250).

Pacific Islands

In the post-COVID era, the Pacific region sees rising opportunities in local organic
agriculture due to increased tourism, higher food import costs, and a health and
wellness focus. Despite these prospects, the sector faces challenges in scaling up and
establishing organized value chains. Governments are working on supportive policies,
and the demand for organic certification remains strong. Regional and national
agencies, along with development partners, acknowledge the importance of organic
agriculture for Pacific island development. Notably, French Polynesia is pioneering the
use of the FAO Tool for Agroecological Performance in its 2023 agriculture census to
distinguish organic from conventional farms on a national scale on a wide range of
production, ecological and social indicators—an unprecedented global initiative.
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Furthermore, there's a growing focus on women's roles in agriculture and the organic
sector, with the regional peak body for organic agriculture establishing a women's
chapter. This effort aims to empower women through coordination, information
sharing, networking, and capacity building, benefiting the Pacific organic community.
(See article by Mapusua on page 254).

Celebrating 25 years “The World of Organic Agriculture”

For 25 years, "The World of Organic Agriculture" yearbook has been a crucial source of
global organic farming data. This collaborative project, initiated in 2000, has played a
vital role in tracking the remarkable growth of organic farming. Supported by
numerous organizations, this data collection effort is essential for the sector, for
policymakers and researchers and is primarily disseminated through the yearbook,
jointly published by FiBL and IFOAM - Organics International and presented at
Biofach. The data is also available online, along with informative infographics. For
details, see contribution by Willer, page 19.

Organics for a prosperous future

The organic movement plays a crucial role in addressing global environmental
challenges. In 2023, IFOAM - Organics International introduced a strategy to promote
regenerative organic farming, emphasizing health, ecology, fairness, and care. This
strategy aims to empower the organic community by providing resources, fostering
development, and positioning organic agriculture as a solution to global issues. [FOAM
plans to restructure its membership, enhance capacity, and promote diversity, inviting
partners and members to contribute to its vision, with the Organic World Congress 2024
in Taiwan as a key platform for collaboration and innovation. For more information see
contribution by Mapusua on page 264.

Next FiBL survey on organic agriculture worldwide

The next global organic survey will start in mid-2024; data will be published in
February 2025 and presented at the 2025 edition of the Biofach Organic Trade Fair in
Nuremberg, Germany. We will contact all relevant experts and would be very grateful
if data could be sent to us. Should you notice any errors regarding the statistical data in
this volume, please let us know; we will then correct the information in our database
and provide the corrected data in the 2025 edition of “The World of Organic
Agriculture”. Corrections will also be posted on www.organic-world.net.

Contact: helga.willer@fibl.org
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Organic Agriculture
Worldwide:
Current Statistics

18.5M
3.6M Europe 8.8M
r::g::;: " . ‘, Asia
All;la::'?ca .. “ " Oceania
| & . ).
2.7M
Africa

Organic agricultural land in hectares (M=millions)

Map I: Organic agricultural land in 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024
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Current Statistics on Organic Agriculture Worldwide:
Area, Operators, International Trade and Retail Sales

BERNHARD SCHLATTER!, JAN TRAVNICEK2 AND HELGA WILLER3

Introduction

The 25t survey of certified organic agriculture worldwide was carried out by the
Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL in collaboration with many partners
from around the world. The results are published jointly with IFOAM - Organics
International. The survey was supported by the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic
Affairs (SECO), the Sustainability Fund of Coop Switzerland, and NiirnbergMesse.*

For this survey, 188 countries were covered using the following indicators: Area,
producers and other operator types, retail sales and exports and imports.

In total, data were provided by more than 200 experts. Governments, private sector
organizations, certifiers and market research companies have contributed to the data
collection effort. Several international certifiers deserve special mention as they
provided data on several countries: ACO Certification, Bioinspecta, Bioagricert, CCPB,
CERES, Certisys, Control Union, Ecocert, Mayacert, Ecoglobe, Ekoagros, Imocert, Kiwa
BCS Oko-Garantie GmbH, LACON, LETIS, NASAA Certified Organic (NCO), Organic
Agriculture Certification Thailand (ACT), Organizaciéon Internacional Agropecuaria
(OIA), OneCert and Quality Certification Services (QCS).

Our collaboration with the Inter-American Commission for Organic Agriculture
(CIAO) eases data collection in Latin America and the Caribbean substantially. Data
from the Mediterranean countries were supplied by the Mediterranean Organic
Agriculture Network (MOAN, c/o Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Bari). Data
from the Pacific Islands were provided by the Pacific Organic and Ethical Trade
Community (POET.com). Another important source covering many countries is
Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union. A list of all data sources and
contacts is provided in the annex. For more details about the data providers, the
countries and indicators covered as well as general notes on the data, see page 351.

More information on statistics.fibl.org

Interactive tables and graphs with more details on crops, markets, and international trade,
as well as explanations for data, can be found on FiBL's statistics website statistics.fibl.org.

!Bernhard Schlatter, Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, Frick, Switzerland, www. fibl.org

2 Jan Travnicek, Czech Organics, Staré Mésto, Czech Republic, www.czechorganics.com

3Dr. Helga Willer, Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, Frick, Switzerland, www fibl.org

4The organisers of BIOFACH, the World Organic Trade Fair in Nuremberg, Germany (today:
NiirnbergMesse), have supported data collection on organic agriculture worldwide and the production of the
yearbook “The World of Organic Agriculture” since 2000.

40 FiBL & IFOAM — Organics International (2024): The World of Organic Agriculture. Frick and Bonn



Organic Agricultural Lan

Statistics

840°|qY'SONSILIS - 1UPIOM-DIUESIO MMM $707 19! :921n05

TTOT-000T Pue| [eIn3jnoLide
21UE.10 A1 JO YIMmouE)

0z0z Sk0Z  0LOZ 5002 cooms_o

= = =
8 9 &8

=
2

sasepay (W) uoipw ul esue swebio

"1 70T Yaim patedwod
pa1Joda. aiam J0W SaIEIdBY

uoljjiw £°Q7 ISOWIETZOT Y|

L€0g¢ aduls
ymo.b

%9°9¢

zzoT
pug [eananatide owelo jo 90|
UEBL1 3JOW YlIMm 58LIUNCO § n_D._-

(9) [ej0) jo aueys
%05 %0

UIpIAG

adipulig pUE MUO| 08S
BlUOjST

Busny

uisjsusiyoa|]

2uswadeuew diuedio
Japun pue| [zanyjnage Jiey:
1O BUOW 4O 90| PBY SBLIUNOD [T

oiueblio
uJey
S.plJoM 8y} Jo

%0°¢

707 Aonins 1g14 :224n0§

7707 puejwiey d1ueuQ 7 d1ydeasoyu)

ot
pue| [eamynoLige oweslo jo seate
1595.08] 3D YIM S3LOUNOD DAY BY |

(suoyw=p) sasepaH
Wog oy noz Wo

ez i souesy
ne'z [l euuo
Wiy [ eunuefing

Rd B

BjjRIsnYy

‘pue| [eamnowige owesio

s,plOM A Jo 978 pRaussaadad
seaue [eamnawse ouedio

1595.18] B3 YAIM S3LAUNOD UBL BY |

Salejoay
INO'E€G

ellessny

ey uisypon

Buo’|q1y mmm Jm_“

70T uolSas Aq puey [eanynoide
J1wedio jo uonnqLIasiq

EIUEBIO —,

- wopowy uge
eisy |

"By Uoljiw g7 BILBWY URET
u1 pue Yy uol|iw §'g| adoung

uy(ey) seae2oy () o
T'ES 249M U311 BIUBIDQ U]

S2.EJD3Y
NV 96
PHOA

2202 ANVTAEVE DINVOUO :aTI0OM

41

FiBL & IFOAM — Organics International (2024): The World of Organic Agriculture. Frick and Bonn



Global Statistics > Organic Agricultural Land

Organic land
Organic agricultural land

In 2022, 96.4 million hectares were under organic agricultural management worldwide.!
This constituted 2.0 percent of the total farmland. Organic farmland increased by
26.6 percent or by 20.3 million hectares in 2022.

— The region with the most organic agricultural land was Oceania, with 53.2 million
hectares, followed by Europe with 18.5 million, Latin America (9.5 million), Asia
(8.8 million), Northern America (3.6 million) and Africa (2.7 million).

— Oceania had more than half (55 percent) of the global organic agricultural land.
Europe, a region that has had a very constant growth of organic land over the
years, had over 19 percent of the world’s organic agricultural land, followed by
Latin America with almost 10 percent (Figure 1, page 43).

— Australia was the country with the most organic agricultural land; it is estimated
that 97 percent of the farmland is extensive grazing areas. India was second,
followed by Argentina in third place (Figure 2, page 43).

— The ten countries with the largest organic agricultural areas had a combined total
of 79.3 million hectares (82 percent of the world’s organic agricultural land).

— Apart from the organic agricultural land, there are further organic areas such as
wild collection areas. These areas constituted approximately 35 million hectares.

Table I: World: Organic agricultural land (including in-conversion areas) by region:
growth 2021 to 2022, and 10-year growth

Region Ot'ganic Ol.'ganic Share of I-year I-year 10-year 10-year
agri. land agri. land total growth growth growth growth
2021 2022 %] h o o
[ha] [ha] [ha] [%] [ha] [%]
Africa 2'607'489 2'735'006 28 127'518 49 1'531'669 127.3
Asia 6'496'002 8'830'990 9.2 2'334'989 359 5'440'949 160.5
Europe 18'258'903 18'450'355 19.1 191'452 1.0 7'081'206 62.3
Latin 9'484'391 9'537'387 9.9 52996 06 2'825'835 4.1
America
North. 3'276'330 3'627'818 38 351'488 10.7 580'109 19.0
America
Oceania 35'985'809 53'194'639 55.2 17'208'830 478 35'872'906 207.1
World* 76'108'924 96'376'196 100.0 20'267'272 26.6 53'332'674 123.9

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on data from government bodies, the private sector, and certifiers. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335. * Total includes correction value for French Overseas Departments

Figures and tables on organic land
e  Figures on organic farmland can be found on the following pages.

e Tables with area data per country can be found from page 271.

!Data provided both for the fully converted and in conversion area are included in this work. However, the
conversion area is not known for many countries.
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World: Distribution of organic agricultural land

by region 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024
Africa_
Morthern America 4% \ 3% |

Asia 9%

Latin America 10% —.

Oceania 55%

Europe 19% "

Figure |: World: Distribution of organic agricultural land by region 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data

sources, see annex, page 335.

World: The ten countries with the largest areas of

organic agricultural land 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024
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Figure 2: World: The ten countries with the largest areas of organic agricultural land

2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data

sources, see annex, page 335.
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Organic share of total agricultural land

The share of the world’s agricultural land that is organic was 2.0 percent in 2022.

— The highest organic share of total agricultural land, by region, was in Oceania
(14.3 percent), followed by Europe with 3.7 percent and Latin America with
1.3 percent. In the European Union, the organic share of the total agricultural land
was 10.4 percent. In the other regions, the share is less than one percent.

— Many individual countries, however, have a much higher organic share (Table 31,
page 276), and in 21 countries, 10 percent or more of the agricultural land is used
for organic production. Most of these countries are in Europe. The country with
the highest organic share was Liechtenstein, with 43 percent of its agricultural land
under organic management. It is interesting to note that many island states have
high shares of agricultural land under organic management, such as Sao Tomé and
Principe and Dominica.

— However, 54 percent of the countries for which data is available had less than one
percent of their agricultural land under organic management.

World: Countries with an organic share of the total

agricultural land of at least 10 percent 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024

Liechtenstein I 43.0%
Austria I 27.5%
Estonia I, 23.4%

Séo Tomé and Principe NG 21.1%
Sweden I 19.9%
Uruguay I 19.6%
Portugal I 19.1%

Italy I 17.9%
Switzerland I 17.9%
Greece I 17.6%
Samoa I 16.7%
Czechia I 16.0%
Latvia [N 15.3%
Finland [ 15.0%
Australia NI 14.8%
Dominica NN 11.6%
Denmark [N 1 1.5%
Germany [INNININIGEE 11.2%
French Guiana [N 11.1%
Spain I 10.9%
Slovenia NG 10.7%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%
Share of total agricultural land in percent

Figure 3: World: Countries with an organic share of the total agricultural land of at
least 10 percent 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. Calculation of
organic shares based on FAOSTAT, Eurostat, and national sources. For detailed data sources, see annex, page 335.

To calculate the percentages, the data on the total agricultural land for most countries was taken from FAO's
Statistical database on the FAOSTAT website. For the European Union, most data were obtained from
Eurostat. Where available, data from national sources were used for the total agricultural land (for instance,
Austria, Switzerland, and the United States), which sometimes differs from that published by Eurostat or
FAOSTAT. Please note that the calculation of the organic shares based on Eurostat and FAOSTAT data may
differ in some cases from the data published by ministries and experts. FAOSTAT, the FAO Homepage,
FAO, Rome at faostat3.fao.org > Agri-Environmental Indicators > Download

http://www .fao.org/faostat/en/#data/RL
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Growth of the organic agricultural land

Compared with 2000, when 20 million hectares were organic, organic agricultural land
has increased more than five-fold (2022).

— In 2022, 20.3 million hectares, or 26.6 percent, more were reported compared with
2021.

— In 2022, the organic agricultural land increased in all continents (Table 1). The
highest absolute and relative growth was in Oceania (+17.2 million hectares,
+47.8 percent), followed by Asia (+35.9 percent, +2.3 million hectares) and North
America (+10.7 percent, +0.35 million hectares).

— Some countries reported a significant increase, mainly Australia (48.6 percent
increase; over 17.3 million hectares more), India (77.8 percent increase; almost
2.1 million hectares more), and Greece (73.0 percent increase; almost 0.4 million
hectares more) (Figure 6).

— Seventy-nine countries experienced an increase in the area of their organic
agricultural land, while a decrease was reported in 42 countries. In 40 countries,
the organic agricultural area either did not change, or no new data was received.

The figures shown in the tables and graphs with historical figures may differ from what

was previously communicated, as data revisions were received and included in the
FiBL database.

World: Growth of organic agricultural land and organic
share 2000 - 2022

Source: FiBL-IFOAM-SOEL surveys 2001-2024
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Figure 4: World: Growth of the organic agricultural land and organic share 2000-2022
Source: FiBL-IFOAM-SOEL surveys 2001-2024
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World: Growth of the organic agricultural land by
continent 2002 - 2022

Source: FIBL-IFOAM surveys 2001-2024
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Figure 5: World: Growth of the organic agricultural land by continent 2002 to 2022
Source: FiBL-IFOAM-SOEL surveys 2001-2024

World: The ten countries with the highest increase of

organic agricultural land 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024
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Figure 6: World: The ten countries with the highest increase of organic agricultural
land 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on data from government bodies, the private sector, and certifiers. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.
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Further organic areas

Apart from land dedicated to organic agriculture, there are further areas of organic land
dedicated to other activities. The largest part of these are wild collection areas and areas
for beekeeping. Further non-agricultural areas include aquaculture, forests, and
grazing areas on non-agricultural land. These areas totalled 34.6 million hectares, and
all the organic areas together summed up to 132.4 million hectares.

It should be noted that many countries do not report non-agricultural organic areas.
We can, therefore, assume that the data on the other areas are incomplete.

For organic aquaculture and beekeeping, other indicators (production and number of
beehives) are more relevant than the area, and the significance of organic aquaculture
and beekeeping cannot be measured in hectares (Table 40). While some area data on
aquaculture are available, it should be noted that it is not complete.

For more information on aquaculture and beekeeping, see pages 69 and 70. More
information on the use of the wild collection areas is available in the corresponding
chapter, page 67.

World: Distribution of all organic areas in 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024

® Agricultural land and crops

o Wild collection

» Non-agricultural land
Forest

Figure 7: World: Distribution of all organic areas 2022. Total: 132.4 million hectares

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.
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Organic producers and other operator types

Producers

There were almost 4.5 million organic producers worldwide in 2022.

— According to the data obtained, almost than 93 percent of the producers were in
Asia, Africa, and Europe (Table 2, Figure 8).

— The country with the most organic producers was India, followed by Uganda and
Thailand.

— There has been an increase in the number of producers of nearly 919’000, or
25.6 percent, compared to 2021. In, Asia, Europe and Oceania, the number of
producers increased. In Africa, North America and Latin America there was a
decrease in 2022 (Table 2).

Reporting precise figures on the number of organic farms remains difficult as some
countries:
e report only the numbers of companies, projects, or grower groups, which may
each comprise many individual producers;
e donot provide data on the number of producers at all;
e include collectors in case there are wild collection areas, and
e  provide the number of producers per crop, and there may be overlaps for those
growers who grow several crops.

The number of producers should, therefore, be treated with caution, and it may be
assumed that the total number of organic producers is higher than that reported here.

Table 2: World: Development of the numbers of producers by region in 2022

Region 2021 2022 I-year I-year 10-year 10-year
[no.] [no.] growth [no.]  growth growth [no.] growth

[%] [%]

Africa 1'034'043 975'334 -58'709 -5.7% 406'659 70.1%
Asia 1'782'125 2'728'678 946'553 53.1% 2'052'502 303.5%
Europe 446'529 480'135 33'606 7.5% 159'652 47.7%
Latin America 278'391 270217 -8'174 -2.9% -45'593 -14.4%
Northern America 24'361 23'948 -413 -1.7% 7'478 45.4%
Oceania 18'479 24'466 5'987 32.4% 9'813 67.0%
World 3'583'928 4'502'778 918'850 25.6% 2'590'511 134.7%

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.

Figures and Tables
e  Figures on organic operators can be found on the following pages.
e Tables with operator data per country can be found from page 281.
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World: Distribution of organic producers by region 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024
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Figure 8: World: Distribution of organic producers by region 2022 (Total: 4.5 million
producers)

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.

World: The ten countries with the most organic
producers 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024
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Figure 9: World: The ten countries with the most organic producers

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.
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Table 3: World: Organic producers, processors, importers and exporters by region in
2022

Region Producers Processors Importers Exporters
Africa 975'334 1'595 21 1'302
Asia 2'728'678 12'969 676 940
Europe 480'135 91'776 7'609 4'885
Latin America 270217 9'657 138 1'178
Northern America 23'948 1'859

Oceania 24'466 1'756 | 130
Total 4'502'778 119'612 8'445 8'435

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.

Further operator types

Regarding data on further operator types, there are over 119’000 processors and
approximately 8'400 importers, most of them in Europe. However, not all countries
reported the number of processors, exporters, importers, or other operator types. For
instance, data for the United States is missing, and it can be assumed that the number
of processors, importers, and exporters is far higher than what is indicated in Table 3.
Further operator types reported but not listed here were beekeepers, smallholder
groups, and aquaculture enterprises, as well as the number of collectors (wild
collection).
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International Trade

International trade data is becoming available for more and more countries. These can
be expressed in metric tons or as values. Import data were not available for many
countries, but since 2018, the European Union (EU) has collected import data; these are
available on page 284. Data on US organic imports (values and quantity) are available
on the USDA website.

Please note the US organic import data do not cover all commodities.

Table 4: World: Organic imports to the European Union and US by region 2022

Exporting region Import 2022 exports I-year growth I-year

destination [MT] [MT] growth

[%]

Africa Export to EU 483'436 54'855 12.8%

Export to USA 65'997 35'876 119.1%

Africa total 549'432 90'731 19.8%

Asia Export to EU 553'718 -55'884 -9.2%

Export to USA 60'666 -4'453 -6.8%

Asia total 614'384 -60'337 -8.9%

Europe Export to EU 425'153 -90'034 -17.5%

Export to USA 290'763 118'555 68.8%

Europe total 715916 28'522 4.1%

Latin America Export to EU 11216'711 -39'746 -3.2%

Export to USA 1'542'680 135'476 9.6%

Latin America total 2'759'391 95'730 3.6%

Northern America Export to EU 30'076 -12'432 -29.2%

Export to USA 192'919 55'116 40.0%

Northern America 222'995 42'684 23.7%
total

Oceania Export to EU 17'681 -2'932 -14.2%

Export to USA 15'876 2296 16.9%

Oceania total 33'557 -636 -1.9%

Total exports to EU and US 4'895'676 196'694 4.2%

Total exports to EU 2'726'775 -146'173 -5.1%

Total exports to US 2'168'901 342'867 18.8%

Source: TRACES/European Commission, GATS/USDA, compiled by FiBL.

— Nearly 4.9 million tonnes of organic products were imported into the EU and
USA in 2022
While the European Union imported 2.7 million metric tons of organic products,
the United States imported 2.2 million metric tons. In 2022, EU and US organic
imports saw an increase of 4.2 percent, totalling almost 197’000 metric tons.
However, it's worth noting that total exports to the European Union decreased by
146173 metric tons, marking a decline of 5.1 percent. In contrast, total exports to
the United States saw a significant increase of 342'867 metric tons, representing an
18.8 percent growth.
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— Ecuador was the largest exporter
The largest exporters to the EU and US in 2022 were Ecuador (593'219 MT),
Mexico (535728 MT) and Peru (343960 MT).

— Large increase in export volume from Mexico, Togo and China
Mexico (+110'314 MT, +20.6 percent), Togo (+87'682 MT, +54.7 percent) and China
(+467555 MT, +23.4 percent) increased their exports to the EU and US the most.

— Significant decline in imports from India, United Kingdom and Chile
Between 2021/2022, imports of organic products into the EU and US decreased the
most from India (-73'590 MT, -41.9 percent), the United Kingdom (-53"037 MT, -
51%) and Chile (-16'415 MT, -29.9 percent).

— Bananas, soybeans and sugar — the top three most imported products
Bananas, soybeans and sugar accounted for 46 percent of total imports of organic
commodities in 2022. Bananas were imported at 1'248°982 MT, soybeans at 533785
MT and sugar at 447°942 MT.

— Increase for oilseeds and vegetables
Among the top groups, the largest increase was observed in the category of
oilseeds, mainly soybeans (+136°438 MT, +28 percent). Also vegetables increased
substantially; the most of the increases was for vegetables from Mexico that were
exported to the United States (+86'751 MT, 88 percent increase). On the other hand,
decreases were observed for vegetable oils, mainly olive o0il from Tunisia and palm
oil from Latin America (-54'545 MT, a 15 percent decrease), tropical and
subtropical fruits (-44'165 MT, a 3 percent decrease), and feedstuffs (-25'942 MT, a
65 percent decrease)

— The US, the Netherlands and Germany are the three main important importers
Almost 74 percent of organic commodities are imported through the top three
importing countries into the EU and the US. In 2022, the US imported
2.2 million MT, which accounted for 44 percent of all EU/US organic imports. The
Netherlands imported 1.0 million MT (20 percent), followed by Germany with
0.45 million MT (9 percent). It's worth noting that in the case of the Netherlands, a
significant portion of the imports is further redistributed.

For detailed data on international trade, please refer to the tables provided in the Annex,
section 1.4 International Tradel.4 International Trade
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Retail sales!

Whereas Amarjit Sahota presents global trends for the organic market along with much

background information (page 106), in this chapter, we show the country-related

market data that was compiled under the framework of the FiBL survey on organic
agriculture. Please note that due to fluctuation exchange rates a direct year-to-year
comparison is often not possible.

Data on total retail sales value was available for 45 countries (about one-quarter of the

total countries with organic data), which means that for many countries with organic

farming activities, such data is missing.

— Total retail sales, according to the FiBL survey, amounted to almost 135 billion
euros in 2022.

— The country with the largest market for organic food was the United States (58.6
billion euros), followed by Germany (15.3 billion euros), China (12.4 billion euros)
and France (12.1 billion euros).

— The largest single market was the United States, followed by the European Union
(45.1 billion euros) and China (12.4 billion euros).

— By region, North America had the lead (64.4 billion euros), followed by Europe
(53.1 billion euros) and Asia (15.0 billion euros) (Figure 11).

— Market growth was noted in 8 countries for which 2022 data were available, and
there was no double-digit increase this year. Canada was the country that
registered the biggest growth; the market increased by 9.7 percent, followed by
Japan (+8.4 percent) and Estonia (+6.0 percent).

— Whereas the highest per capita consumption by region was in Northern America
(171.5 euros), by country, it was highest in Europe. In 2022, Switzerland had the
highest per capita consumption (437 euros) worldwide, followed by Denmark
(365 euros), Austria (274 euros) and Luxembourg (259 euros).

— Looking at the shares the organic market has of the total market, the leader is
Denmark (12.0 percent), followed by Austria (11.5 percent) and Switzerland
(11.2 percent).

For detailed data on global retail sales, please refer to the tables provided in the Annex,
section 1.5 Organic Retail Sales, page 287.

1 Please note that due to differences in the methodology, some of the figures presented in this chapter differ
from those collected in by Ecovia Intelligence (see chapter by Amarjit Sahota).
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Table 5: Global market data: Retail sales and per capita consumption by region 2022

Region Retail sales [Million €]' Per capita consumption [€]
Africa No data No data
Asia 15'032 3.3.
Europe 53'070 64.0
Latin America*® 778

Northern America 64'366 171.5
Oceania 1'510 339
Total 134'760

Source: FiBL-AMI survey 2024, based on data from government bodies, the private sector and market research

companies. For data sources, see annex, page 335.

*Data from Belize, Brazil, Chile, Jamaica, Mexico, and Peru only, some of which have not been updated for several

years.

Global market for organic food:
Distribution of retail sales by
country 2022

Source: FIBL-AMI survey 2024, based on retail
sales with organic food

Canada 4%
France 9% -, o
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China 9% -

Germany

11%

Other countries _/
23%

Global market for organic food:
Distribution of retail sales by
region 2022

Source: FIBL-AMI survey 2024, based on retail
sales with organic food
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Figure 10: Global market for organic food: Distribution of retail sales by country 2022

Figure | 1: Global market for organic food: Distribution of retail sales by region 2022

Source: FiBL-AMI survey 2024, based on data from government bodies, the private sector and market research

companies. For data sources, see annex, page 335.

! According to the Central European Bank, 1 euro corresponded to 1.0530 US dollars in 2022.
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World: The countries with the largest markets for

organic food 2022
Source: FIBL-AMI survey 2024
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Figure 12: Global market: The countries with the largest markets for organic food
2022

Source: FiBL-AMI survey 2024, based on data from government bodies, the private sector and market research
companies. For data sources, see annex, page 335.

World: The ten countries with the highest per capita

consumption 2022
Source: FIBL-AMI survey 2024
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Figure 13: Global market: The ten countries with the highest per capita consumption
2022

Source: FiBL-AMI survey 2024, based on data from government bodies, the private sector and market research
companies. For data sources, see annex, page 335.
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Organic farming in developing countries and emerging markets

The Development Assistance Committee (DAC) of the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) is a forum to discuss issues surrounding aid,
development and poverty reduction in developing countries. The recipients of Official
Development Assistance (ODA) according to the DAC list! are studied in this section.

— More than 4.0 million organic producers from the countries on this list were
counted (89 percent of all organic producers).

— About a fifth of the world’s organic agricultural land, 18.8 million hectares, is
located in countries on this list.

— Almost half, 47 percent of the agricultural land of the countries on the DAC list is
located in Asia (8.7 million hectares), with Latin America (6.6 million) and Africa
(2.7 million) in second and third place.

— The countries with the largest areas of organic agricultural land are India,
Argentina, China and Brazil, in that order. Not surprisingly, all of them are large
countries (Figure 14).

— However, when it comes to organic agricultural land as a percentage of the total
area under cultivation, the order is different. The countries on the DAC list with
the highest percentages of organic agricultural land are Sao Tomé and Principe
(21.1 percent), Samoa (16.7 percent) and Dominica (11.6 percent). Argentina, with
by far the largest area under organic cultivation (with 4.7 million hectares), is
ranked 12 (2.7 percent) when the organic agricultural area is expressed as a share
of the total agricultural area. The organic area shares of the total agricultural land
of the top ten countries on the DAC list are comparable to that of many European
countries, and the high organic shares can be attributed in part to a high
production potential for, and focus on, exports. Support activities may also play a
role. However, of the countries on the DAC list, only about a quarter percent have
an organic share higher than one percent of the total agricultural area (Figure 15).

— Land use details were available for more than 71 percent of the agricultural land of
the countries on the DAC list; crop data is missing for some of the world’s largest
producing countries (India and Brazil). Available statistics show that organic
arable land areas constituted over 29 percent of the organic agricultural land,
organic grassland/grazing over 22 percent, and organic permanent crops more 20
percent. Exports play an important role, either for meat products (mainly from
Argentina and Uruguay) or for unprocessed permanent and arable crops

— The most important crops (in metric tons) are tropical and subtropical fruit,
oilseeds (mainly soybeans), sugar, oils and fats, coffee, cereals etc. For Africa,
soybeans, vegetable oils (mainly olive oil) and bananas, for Asia, oil cakes, rice and
sugar, and for Latin America, banana, sugar and coffee are the most important
crops.

! The country list of the Development Assistance Committee DAC is available on the OECD website at
http://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/daclist.htm
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Table 6: Countries on the DAC list!: Development of organic agricultural land 2013-
2022

Region Organic area Area Organic area Area Organic area Area

share 2012 share 2017 share 2022

2012 [ha] [%] 2017 [ha] [%] 2022 [ha] %1

Africa 1'145'158 0.1 1'800'862 0.2 2'732'593 0.2

Asia 3'146'877 0.2 5'848'896 0.4 8'728'631 0.6

Europe 841'733 1.1 861'048 1.0 646'862 0.7

Latin 5'588'991 0.8 5'575'347 0.9 6'571'092 1.0
America

Oceania 53'350 25 158'846 6.9 96227 42

Total 10'776'108 0.3 14'244'998 0.4 18'775'405 0.6

Source: FiBL surveys, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.

Countries on the DAC list: The
ten countries with the largest
areas of organic agricultural
land in 2022

Countries on the DAC list:
The ten countries with the
highest organic shares of the
total agricultural land in 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024

Source: FiBL survey 2024
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Figure 14 (left): Countries on the DAC list: The ten countries with the largest areas of
organic agricultural land in 2022

Figure 15 (right): Countries on the DAC list: The ten countries with the highest
organic shares of the total agricultural land in 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.

! The development is displayed for all countries, which are on the current DAC list. The data is not
comparable to those previously published, as there were changes in the list.
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Land use and key commodities in organic agriculture

Land use

General land use information was available for 92 percent of the organic agricultural
land; however, this does not mean detailed crop information is available for all areas as
not all countries (e.g. Brazil and India) provided detailed crop data.’?

More than two-thirds of the 96.4 million hectares of organic agricultural land in 2022
were grassland/grazing areas (over 67.6 million hectares). The cropland area (arable
land with 15.1 million hectares and permanent crops with 6.4 million hectares)
constituted 21.5 million hectares, which was less than a quarter of the organic
agricultural land (Table 7).

The land use information by geographical region is summarized in Figure 16 and Table
7. While in Oceania and Latin America, permanent grassland/grazing covers a large
part of the organic farmland area, in Africa, permanent crops are the most important
land use type. In Asia, Europe and North America, arable land is the most important.

Table 7: World: Land use in organic agriculture by 2022

Africa Asia Europe Latin Northern Oceania World

Land use [ha] [ha] [ha] America America [ha] [ha]
[ha] [ha]

2‘::5'3 fand 926'357 3498356 81383'545 604'459 1'609'910 51406 15074033
:f::s‘a“e"t 1'603'945 1'071'170 2'366'600 1'021'394 282'951 34'409 6'380'469
FCIETE 5752 8720 74111249 7120297 536'875 52'540'881 67'623'775
grassland
Total 2'735'006 8'830'990  18'450'355 9'537'387 3'627'818  53'194'639  96'376'196

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335. Total includes areas for which no further details were available.

The key arable crops were cereals, green fodder from arable land and oilseeds. For
permanent crops, nuts, olives and coffee were the most relevant (Figure 17, Table 8,
Table 9). For details, see section on arable and permanent crops on the following pages.
While the arable crops decreased only by 0.7 percent and permanent crop area
increased only by 0.8 percent, organic grassland/grazing areas increased significantly,
by 25.5 percent (Figure 18).

! For some countries, only information on the main uses (arable crops, permanent crops, and permanent
grassland) was available. For other countries, very detailed statistical land use information can be found.

2 The FAO classification of land use was utilized for this survey with slight modifications. A system similar to
that of Eurostat was used for the classification of crops. The following main levels were used to classify the
land use data: arable land, permanent crops, cropland for which no further details were available (cropland

= arable land + permanent cropland), permanent grassland/grazing areas, other agricultural areas (such as
hedges) and agricultural land for which no details were available at all. For crop groups by land use type, see
Table 13, page 72). Aquaculture, forest, and grazed non-agricultural land were distinguished from
“agricultural land” with a separate category, as were organic wild collection areas and beekeeping areas.

For more details, see the FAOSTAT homepage, faostat.fao.org: Home > Concepts and Definitions > Glossary,
or http://faostat.fao.org/site/379/DesktopDefault.aspx?PagelD=379

FiBL & IFOAM — Organics International (2024): The World of Organic Agriculture. Frick and Bonn 61



Global Statistics > Land Use

World: Distribution of main land use types by region 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024
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Figure 16: World: Distribution of main land use types by region 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.

World: Distribution of main land use types and key
crop categories 2022

FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, cerdifiers, and governments,

Land use types Key arable crops
Agricultural land, no details Cereals 5pM
% Green fodder 3.3
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Permanent crops Key permanent crops
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Figure 17: World: Distribution of main land use types and key crop categories 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.
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World: Development of organic arable land, permanent
cropland and permanent grassland/grazing areas
2004 - 2022

Source: FiIBL-IFOAM-SOEL surveys 2006-2023

1o 67.8M
B0M
50.9M
50M 48.2M
40M 38.0M
33.0M -= Arable crops
30M 27.3M ~e Permanent crops
217 504m 23.1M 29 9m Permanent grassland
20M
10am 13 13.4M 13
som  85M :
10M a7M  46M 5.2M 6.5M
g 540 6.4M
OM33m 2.0M 260 3:2M 38M  486M
2005 2010 2015 2020

Figure 18: World: Development of organic farmland by land use 2004-2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.

Arable land

With a total of more than 15.1 million hectares, organic arable land constituted
15.6 percent of the world’s organic agricultural land and 1.1 percent of the world’s
arable cropland.

Compared to 2021, organic arable land decreased by 0.7 percent.

Almost 56 percent of the arable land was located in Europe, followed by Asia
(23 percent) and Northern America (11 percent) (Figure 19). Most of the arable cropland
was used for cereals (including rice, 5.6 million hectares), green fodder (3.3 million
hectares) and oilseeds (1.8 million hectares) (Figure 20 and Table 8).

Permanent crops

Permanent crops accounted for more than 6.4 million hectares, which is 3.6 percent of
the world’s permanent cropland. Compared with 2021, slight increase of more than
487000 hectares, or 0.8 percent, was reported.

Seven percent of the organic agricultural land was permanent cropland.

Most of the permanent cropland was in Europe (almost 2.4 million hectares), followed

by Africa (over 1.6 million hectares) and Asia (almost 1.1 million hectares) (Figure 21;
Figure 22 and Table 9).
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Table 8: Use of organic arable land 2013, 2021 and 2022 compared

Crop group Organic area Share of total I-year I-year 10-year 10-year
2022 [ha] 2022 [%] change [ha] change [%] change [ha] change [%]
Cereals 5'641'202 0.8 -118'925.3 2.1 2'129'413.3 60.6
Dry pulses 740306 0.8 -61262.3 76 417'747.6 129.5
Oilseeds 1'822'606 0.7 -326'168.1 -15.2 952'016.4 109.4
Plants harvested 3'313'912 77 40'084.5 1.2 882'407.6 36.3
green
Root crops 203'654 0.3 31'640.5 18.4 151'077.2 2873
Sugarcane 107'926 0.4 -7'563.8 -6.5 38'637.5 55.8
Textile 1'043'294 29 59'341.9 6.0 952'202.3 1'045.3
crops
Vegetables 503'456 0.8 40'845.7 838 210'175.1 71.7
Total 15'074'033 1.1 -102'367.0 -0.7 6'553'852.0 76.9

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. Total includes
unspecified arable land. For detailed data sources, see annex, page 335.

Table 9: Use of organic permanent cropland 2013, 2021 and 2022 compared

Crop group Organic Share of I-year I-year 10-year 10-year
area 2022 total 2022 change change change change

[ha] [%] [ha] [%1 [ha] [%]

Berries 87'517 14.6 -18'571.7 -17.5 43'005.6 96.6
Citrus fruit 115'346 1.1 -3'955.1 -33 34'111.2 42.0
Cocoa 515214 4.4 46'142.9 9.8 292'617.9 131.5
Coconut 289'420 26 -20'198.1 -6.5 230'764.1 3934
Coffee 761'424 6.7 -163'257.0 -177 55'459.6 79
Fruit, temperate 331'605 2.8 18'768.6 6.0 128'037.0 62.9
Fruit, tropical and subtropical 295'133 1.0 -35'895.2 -10.8 80'531.6 37.5
Grapes 561'503 83 17'619.4 32 245'125.3 775
Medicinal/aromatic plants 223'969 9.9 100'554.3 81.5 189'806.2 555.6
Nuts 885'017 57 26'483.3 3.1 570'280.3 181.2
Olives 852'649 82 -84'410.7 -9.0 240'381.1 393
Tea/mate, etc. 248'003 4.5 38'364.9 18.3 160'460.2 183.3
Total 6'380'469 3.6 48'140.5 0.8 3'124'767.3 96.0

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. Total includes
unspecified permanent cropland. For detailed data sources, see annex, page 335.

Table 10: Use of organic arable and permanent cropland 2013, 2021 and 2022
compared

Crop group Organic Share of I-year I-year 10-year 10-year
area 2022 total 2022 change [ha] change [%] change change [%]

[ha] %1 [ha]
Arable & 21'454'502 1.4% -54'226.5 03%  9'678'619.2 82.2%

permanent crops

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.
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World: Distribution of organic arable cropland by
region 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024
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Figure 19: World: Distribution of organic arable cropland by region 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.

World: Distribution of organic arable cropland by
crop group 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2023
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Figure 20: World: Use of arable cropland by crop group 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.
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World: Distribution of organic permanent cropland by
region 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024
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Figure 21: World: Distribution of permanent cropland by region 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.

World: Distribution of organic permanent cropland by
crop group 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024
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Figure 22: World: Use of permanent cropland by crop group 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.
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Wild collection and beekeeping areas

The collection of wild-harvested crops is defined in the [IFOAM Norms (IFOAM 2014),
and wild collection activities are regulated by organic laws. A collection area (including
beekeeping) of 34.6 million hectares was reported in 2022. The organic wild collection
areas are concentrated in Africa, Europe, Asia and Latin America (Figure 23 and Table
11); the distribution is thus quite different from that of the organic agricultural land.
The countries with the largest areas are Finland (mainly berries), followed by India and
Zambia (Figure 24). Medicinal and aromatic plants play the most important role (Table
12). Unfortunately, no details were available for most of the wild collection areas.

Table | 1: Wild collection and beekeeping areas by region 2021 and 2022 compared

Region 2021 [ha] 2022 [ha] Change Change

2021-2022 [ha] 2021-2022 [%]
Africa 12'693'397 10'711'955 -1'981'442.6 -15.6
Asia 3'815'281 7'053'415 3'238'134.6 84.9
Europe 10'585'464 11'305'648 720'183.9 6.8
Latin America 2'377'015 5'338'894 2'961'878.6 124.6
Northern America 7810 163'942 156'131.7 1'999.0
Oceania 121'794 60'633 -61'161.1 -50.2
World 29'600'762 34'634'487 5'033'725.0 17.0

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on data from governments, the private sector, and certifiers.
For detailed data sources, see annex, page 335.

Table 12: Wild collection and beekeeping areas by crop group 2021 and 2022

Land use/Product Area [ha] 2021 Area [ha] 2022
Bee pastures 2'514'809 2'506'548
Berries, wild collection 258225 745'604
Coffee, wild collection 6'442 7'956
Forest products 2'009 2'000
Fruit, wild collection 2'004'982 178711
Marula, wild collection 10'000 78'349
Medicinal and aromatic plants, wild collection 3'204'305 3'260'144
Mushrooms, wild collection 50'088
Nuts, wild collection 1'656'674 5'015'535
Oil plants, wild collection 35'877 1'514
Palmito, wild collection 56'699 56'699
Permanent crops, wild collection, other 15'138 15'139
Rose hips, wild collection 2'425'519 1'042'535
Seaweed 211'328 325261
Wild collection, no details 17'198'756 21'348'404
Total 29'600'762 34'634'487

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. The total includes
areas for which no details were available. For detailed data sources, see annex, page 335..
Please be aware that some countries may experience double counting of areas

For detailed data on wild collection and beekeeping areas, please refer to the tables
provided in the Annex, section 1.6 Use of organic areas: Wild collection, beehives,
aquaculture and crops, page 288.
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World: Distribution of organic wild collection and

beekeeping areas by region in 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024
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Figure 23: World: Distribution of organic wild collection and beekeeping areas by
region in 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on data from government bodies, the private sector and certifiers. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.

World: The ten countries with the largest organic wild

collection and beekeeping areas in 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024
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Figure 24: World: The ten countries with the largest organic wild collection and
beekeeping areas in 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on data from government bodies, the private sector, and certifiers. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335. Please be aware that some countries may experience double counting of areas.
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Beehives

There were almost 3.41 million organic beehives in 2022, representing 3.4 percent of the
world’s beehives.! Organic beehives are concentrated in Latin America (36.6 percent)
and Europe (31.5 percent) (Figure 25). The country with the largest number of organic
beehives was Zambia (approximately 758'000), followed by Brazil (almost 630’000) and
Mexico (more than 448°000) (Figure 25). The total number has increased more than five-
fold since 2007, when over 535’000 beehives were reported.

One of the main challenges for new organic beekeepers is the conversion process due
to the lack of access to knowledge on organic beekeeping practices and the organic
certification process. Furthermore, the production of good quality organic honey and
the control of the Varroa parasite with organic methods are major obstacles for organic
beekeepers.

World: Distribution of organic beehives by region in 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024
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Figure 25: World: Distribution of organic beehives by region in 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on data from government bodies, the private sector, and certifiers. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.

1 According to FAO, there were 100'996"303 beehives in 2022. The FAOSTAT website > Production > Live
animals at http://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#data/QA
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Aquaculture

A production volume of more than 330'000 metric tons of organic aquaculture was

reported in 2022.

— According to the available data, aquaculture production is evenly divided between
Europe (57 percent, mainly Norway, Ireland and Italy) and Asia (43 percent,
mainly China).

— The largest production volume was found in China (140’091 metric tons; however,
without breakdown by species), followed by Norway (54’411 metric tons) (Table
40 and Figure 26).

Unfortunately, some countries with large aquaculture production, such as Brazil and

Indonesia, did not provide data on organic aquaculture; so it can be assumed that the

organic aquaculture production volume is higher.

A breakdown by species was available for one-fourth of the total production. According

to the available data, organic salmon is the most produced species (45201 metric tons),

followed by mussels (39’446 metric tons) and sea bass (4’027 metric tons) (Table 39).

World: Organic aquaculture World: The ten countries with
production volume: Distribution the largest aquaculture

by continent 2022 production volume 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024 Source: FiBL survey 2023
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Figure 26: World: Organic aquaculture production volume: Distribution by continent
and top 10 countries 2022

Source: FiBL-survey 2024; based on national data sources and certifier data. For detailed data sources, see annex, page
335
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World: Organic aquaculture World: Key organic
production volume: Distribution aquaculture species by
by species 2022 production volume 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024 Source: FiBL survey 2024
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Figure 27: World: Organic aquaculture production volume: Distribution by species
and key species 2022

Source: FiBL-survey 2024; based on national data sources and certifier data. For detailed data sources, see annex, page
335,
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Statistics on selected crops

In this section, some of the data on key crops and crop groups is presented, including
the area under organic management compared with the total area of the crops. FiBL
collected land use and crop data for the first time in 2004; hence, the development
graphs show the growth since that year.

Also in this edition, we are presenting graphs on selected crops and crop groups: A
map on the global distribution by country for a given crop/crop group, its development,
the top then countries in terms of organic area and organic share of total, the
distribution by continent and, in the case of crop groups, the breakdown by crop. All
these graphics are based on interactive Power BI graphs, which you can explore at
https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.html.

It should be noted that the organic areas are mainly compared with the area harvested
as provided by FAO and Eurostat. The data may not necessarily be directly comparable
to the areas sown or planted as registered by the certification bodies.

Data on conversion status: For some countries, data were collated from several
certifiers, some of which provided information on the conversion status while others
did not. In those cases where the certifiers did not include information status, we
assumed that land was fully converted. The tables presented in this section are only
part of the information available in the FiBL crop database, which is available at
statistics.fibl.org.

Furthermore, at www.organic-world.net slides on key crops are available.

Table 13: World: Selected key crop groups and crops area in organic agriculture 2022
(overview including conversion areas)

Crop Africa Asia Europe Latin North Oceania Total [ha]
[ha] [ha] [ha] America America [ha]
[ha] [ha]

Cereals 31’370 1’807°067 2'911°927 143’711 705’834 41°293 5641°202
Citrus fruit 6’534 13’554 61°212 28'565 5479 | 115’346
Cocoa 312’857 1’597 200°760 515214
Coffee 264'488 72’005 421’965 196 2’770 761’424
Dry pulses 2’314 24262 539’553 22°227 151’950 740’306
Fruit temperate 5’708 127°542 166941 12’598 18815 331’605
Fruit, tropical/ 98’425 43901 46’065 102’446 4125 172 295’133
subtropical

Grapes 6’151 19°651 490°548 20'833 18’535 5783 561’503
Oilseeds 264'487 611’075 694’774 57°038 195232 1’822’606
Olives 180’199 5982 656’995 8’807 666 852'649
Vegetables 41°278 78'394 215’460 50’307 114007 4010 503’456

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.

For detailed data crop groups, please refer to the tables provided in the Annex, section
1.6.4 Crops, page 292.
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Global Statistics > Crops > Cereals

> Cereals

In 2022, more than 5.6 million hectares or 0.75 percent of the global cereal area was
under organic management.

Cereals: Organic area by country

Cereals: Distribution of the global organic cereal area by cereal type

Spelt
Cereals 2.319%157% |
Rye and maslin 4.26%

Barley 7.57% .
——\WWheat 39.33%

Grain maize and corm cob mix_
7.99%

Other cereals 8.91%

Oats J
1o71% \Rice 12.73%

Figure 28: Cereals: Organic area 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.

Online at https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.html|
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Global Statistics » Crops > Cereals

The development of the Organic cereal area by continent in
organic cereal area in million hectares
hectares

2'911'927

/\ Europe
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/\/ Northern America
3M . X
/ Latin America
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807'067

41'293

™ Africa | 31'370
oM 2005 2010 2015 2020
The countries wih the largest The countries with the highest organic
organic area in hectares cereal area share in %
China '464'600 Austria
France 36'840 Estonia
Germany 12'000 Sweden
USA 05'742 Switzerland
Italy '352 Italy
Canada 092 Finland
Spain 21 Latvia
Thailand 0 Lithuania
Poland Denmark
Austria Germany
Romania Bolivia
Ukraine France
Sweden Greece
Lithuania Montenegro
Bolivia Luxembourg

Figure 29: Cereals: Organic area 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.

Online at https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.html
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Global Statistics > Crops > Citrus Fruit

» Citrus fruit

In 2022, over 115°000 hectares or 1.2 percent of the global citrus fruit area was under
organic management.

Citrus Fruit: Organic area by country

Citrus fruit: Use of the organic citrus fruit area

Tangerine 4.74% -,

Lemons and acid limes 21.4% ~Citrus frut, no deaile 44.24%

Oranges 26.7%

Figure 30: Citrus fruit: Organic area 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. Online at
https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.html

More details about organic citrus fruit can be found in the article by Garibay and Bernet on
page 95.
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Global Statistics » Crops > Citrus Fruit

The development of the organic
citrus fruit area in thousand
hectares
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Figure 31: Citrus fruit: Organic area 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.

Online at https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.html
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Global Statistics > Crops > Cocoa

» Cocoa beans

In 2022, around 515000 hectares or 4.4 percent of the global cocoa area was under
organic management.

Organic area by country
o} ) | 3
T

Figure 32: Cocoa: Organic area 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.

Online at https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.html|
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Global Statistics > Crops > Cocoa

The development of the
organic cocoa area in
thousand hectares
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cocoa area share in %
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Nicaragua Guatemala
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Figure 33: Cocoa: Organic area 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.

Online at https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.html
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Global Statistics > Crops > Coffee

» Coffee

In 2022, over 761’000 hectares or 6.7 percent of the global coffee area was under organic
management.

Coffee: Organic area by country

Dy o

Figure 34: Coffee: Organic area 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.

Online at https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.html|
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Global Statistics » Crops > Coffee

The development of the
organic coffee area in million
hectares

0.8M /\ A

k \\/ \ Africa
0.6M ’_/ ;
0.4M
0.2M /

7

Organic area by continent in hectares

[

Latin America 421'965

Oceania | 2'770

Northern America | 196

0.0M
2005 2010 2015 2020

The countries wih the largest
organic area in hectares

The countries with the highest
organic coffee area share in %

Ethiopia 174552 Peru ‘
Peru 156'277 Ethiopia
Mexico Nepal
Colombia Mexico
Honduras Bolivia
Tanzania Congo D.R.
Timor-Leste Honduras
Indonesia Nicaragua
Uganda Tanzania
Congo D.R. Colombia
Nicaragua Ecuador
Guatemala Papua New G...
Sierra Leone USA
Brazil Lao PD.R.
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Figure 35: Coffee: Organic area 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.

Online at https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.html
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Global Statistics > Crops > Dry Pulses

> Dry pulses

In 2022, around 740°000 hectares or 0.8 percent of the global dry pulses area was under
organic management.

Dry Pulses: Organic area by country

Dry Pulses: Use of the organic dry pulses area

Chickpea 4.71%

Lentils 10.58%

__ Dry pulses and protein crops, no details
45.04%

Beans 15.79% —

Peas 19.52% -/

Figure 36: Dry Pulses: Organic area 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. Online at
https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.html
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Statistics > Crops > Dry Pulses

The development of the dry Organic dry pulses area by continent
pulses area in million in hectares
hectares
0.8M Europe 539'553
0.6M Northern America
Asia
0.4M
Latin America
0.2M
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The countries wih the largest The countries with the highest
organic area in hectares organic area share in %
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Turkiye B8 11'789 Poland
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Figure 37: Dry Pulses: Organic area 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024 based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.

Online at https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.html

82 FiBL & IFOAM — Organics International (2024): The World of Organic Agriculture. Frick and Bonn



Global Statistics > Crops > Temperate Fruit

Temperate Fruit

In 2022, almost 332’000 hectares or 2.8 percent of the global temperate fruit area was
under organic management.

Temperate Fruit: Organic area by country

Temperate fruit: use of the organic temperate fruit area

Quinces
Peaches 3.58% - 005% |
Cherries 5.42% .
Pears 6.24% —Apples 32.79%

Apricots 6.32% —

Plums 11.54%

|_Fruit of temperate climate zones, no detail
29.15%

Figure 38: Temperate fruit: Organic area 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.
Online at https://statistics.fibl.orglvisualisation.html
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Global Statistics > Crops > Temperate Fruit

The development of the Organic temperate fruit area by
temperate fruit area in continent in hectares
thousand hectares
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Figure 39: Temperate Fruit: Organic area 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.

Online at https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.html
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Global Statistics > Crops > Tropical and Subtropical Fruit

> Fruit: Tropical and subtropical fruit

In 2022, around 295’000 hectares or 1 percent of the global tropical and subtropical fruit
area was under organic management.

Tropical and subtropical fruit: Organic area by country

£ ——— L T ——"

Tropical and subtropical fruit: Distribution of global organic area by crop

Pomegranate 1.2% hl
Pineapples 28%\
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Dates 5.6% —.

Figs 5.8% —

Fruit, tropical and subtropical, no details
7.7%

o, J/
Mangos 11.6% - Avocados 23.0%

Figure 40: Tropical and subtropical fruit: Organic area 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.

Online at https://statistics.fibl.orglvisualisation.html
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Global Statistics » Crops > Tropical and Subtropical Fruit

The development of the
tropical and subtropical fruit
area in thousand hectares
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Figure 41: Tropical and subtropical fruit: Organic area 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.

Online at https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.html
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Global Statistics > Crops > Grapes

> Grapes

In 2022, almost 562’000 hectares or 8.3% of the global grape area was under organic
management.

Grapes_: Organic area by country

Figure 42: Grapes: Organic area 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.
Online at https://statistics.fibl.orglvisualisation.html
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Global Statistics > Crops > Grapes

The development of the
organic grape area in
thousand hectares
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Figure 43:

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.
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Grapes: Organic area 2022

Online at https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.html
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Global Statistics » Crops > Oilseeds

> Oilseeds
In 2022, around 1'820°000 hectares or 0.7 percent of the global oilseeds area was under

organic management.

Oilseeds: Organic area by country
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Oilseeds: Distribution of global organic oilseeds area by crop
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Soybeans 58.6%
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Figure 44: Oilseeds: Organic area 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.

Online at https://statistics.fibl.orglvisualisation.html
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Global Statistics » Crops > Oilseeds

The development of the oilseed Oilseeds area by continent in hectares
area in thousand hectares
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Figure 45: Oilseeds: Organic area 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. Online at
https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.htmll '

1 Kemper et al. (Eds.) (2023) The State of Sustainable Markets 2023: Statistics and Emerging Trends. ITC,

Geneva Available at: https://vss.fibl.org/.
For interactive online graphics see the Sustainability Map at: https://www.sustainabilitymap.org/trends
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Global Statistics » Crops > Olives

» Olives

In 2022, almost 853’000 hectares or 8.2 percent of the global olive area was under organic
management.

Figure 46: Olives: Organic area 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.

Online at https://statistics.fibl.orglvisualisation.html
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Global Statistics » Crops > Olives

The development of the
organic olive area in million
hectares
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Figure 47: Olives: Organic area 2022

Organic area by continent in hectares
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Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.

Online at https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.html
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Global Statistics > Crops > Vegetables

> Vegetables

In 2022, around 503’000 hectares or 0.8 percent of the global vegetable area was under
organic management.

Vegetables: Organic area by country
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Vegetables: Distribution of the global organic vegetable area by crop
group
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Figure 48: Vegetables: Distribution of organic area by crop group 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.

Online at https://statistics.fibl.orglvisualisation.html
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Global Statistics » Crops > Vegetable

Development of the organic Vegetable area by continent in
vegetable area in thousand hectares
hectares
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Figure 49: Vegetables: Organic area 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments.

Online at https://statistics.fibl.org/visualisation.html
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Organic Citrus Fruits

SALVADOR V. GARIBAY! AND THOMAS BERNET?

Organic production area

While organic citrus fruit production may not reach the levels seen in other organic
sectors, such as olives, coffee, or cocoa, there has been significant growth in the number
of hectares dedicated to organic citrus production over the past 20 years. Between 2004
and 2022, the organic citrus acreage expanded by more than 86’000 hectares. In 2022,
over 115°000 hectares of citrus fruits were grown organically worldwide, constituting
1.1 percent of the world's total citrus area of 10.6 million hectares (according to
FAOSTAT).

However, in 2022, there was a decline in organic citrus production, with a decrease of
3.3% (-3'955 hectares) in organic acreage compared to 2021. These declines in organic
citrus production areas have been observed since 2005, particularly following a peak
increase. One potential factor contributing to this trend could be the impact of citrus
greening disease, which has been devastating for citrus trees.
In essence, this decline may represent an attempt to offset reduced tree productivity or
tree mortality, aimed at meeting the demand for fresh citrus fruit, particularly in the
juice markets of the European Union and the United States (see Table 15, page 96).
In 2022, the organic citrus production landscape included oranges (comprising over 27
percent of organic citrus fruit), lemons and limes (accounting for 21 percent), tangerines
(more than 5 percent), grapefruit, and pomelos (2 percent). For 45 percent of the organic
citrus area, no crop detail was available (see Figure 30).
However, when considering different production regions, Europe remained the
primary hub for organic citrus production, boasting over 61200 hectares in total.
Notably, Italy (with 31°218 hectares) and Spain (with 25’821 hectares) emerged as
dominant players in this region. Following closely was Latin America, covering
28565 hectares, where Mexico took the lead with over three-thirds of the total hectares
(217492 hectares), followed by Argentina (3’342 hectares) as the second-largest
contributor by 2022. Despite having favourable climatic conditions for organic citrus
cultivation, Africa lagged behind with only 6°534 hectares in 2022. Notable African
producers of organic citrus included Morocco (with 1,935 hectares), Egypt (with 1°303
hectares), and South Africa (with 1°099 hectares).
Tables and Figures

e  Figures on organic citrus fruit can be found on page Figure 30: Citrus fruit:

Organic area 2022

e Tables on organic citrus fruit can be found from page 294

1 Salvador V. Garibay, Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, 5070 Frick, Switzerland, www. fibl.org
2 Thomas Bernet, Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, 5070 Frick, Switzerland, www.fibl.org
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Exports to the EU and US

Fresh organic citrus fruits

In 2022, a substantial quantity of over 54,000 tons of fresh organic citrus fruits found
their way to export destinations in the European Union and the USA. Among the
organic citrus fruits sent to these markets, lemons and acid limes took the lead with an
impressive 38’948 metric tons, followed by oranges at 11’894 tons. Additionally, there
were exports of pomelo and grapefruits totalling 1°993 tons, along with tangerines
amounting to 1’491 tons. These exports of fresh organic citrus fruits serve as valuable
supplements to local production when domestic citrus is out of season (Table 14).

Table 14: Citrus exports by crop to EU and US 2022

Crop Export in metric tons 2022
Clementines 84
Lemons and acid limes 38948
Oranges 11894
Pomelos and grapefruit 1’993
Tangerine 1’491
Citrus fruit, no details 98
Total 54’509

Sources: Traces/European Commission 2023, USDA 2023. The US data do not cover all organic imports.

Table 15: Exports of fresh organic citrus to the EU and US by country 2022

Countries with exports of more than 1’000 metric tons of citrus fruit

Country Crop Exports in metric tons
South Africa Oranges 10402
Lemons and acid limes 5861
Pomelos and grapefruit 1’684
Tangerine 896
Clementines 20
South Africa total 18’863
Mexico Lemons and acid limes 8'542
Pomelos and grapefruit 202
Mexico total 8744
Colombia Lemons and acid limes 7'485
Citrus fruit, no details 22
Oranges 18
Colombia total 7’524
Brazil Lemons and acid limes 4777
Brazil total 4777
Peru Lemons and acid limes 4716
Peru total 4716
Argentina Lemons and acid limes 2’930
Argentina total 2’930
Chile Lemons and acid limes 2'336
Oranges 34
Tangerine 9
Chile total 2’379
Egypt Oranges 1291
Lemons and acid limes 5
Egypt total 1’296
Morocco Tangerine 586
Lemons and acid limes 349
Oranges 100
Clementines 64
Citrus fruit, no details 55
Morocco total 1’154

Sources: Traces/European Commission 2023 and USDA 2023
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South Africa, Mexico, Colombia, Chile, Brazil, Peru, and Argentina played pivotal roles
in the export of fresh organic citrus fruits to both the European Union and the USA
(Table 15), particularly catering to demand during the off-season periods. South Africa,
a well-established supplier of fresh fruit to the European Union, stands out as a
significant exporter, having shipped the largest quantity of citrus fruits in 2022, totalling
18’863 metric tons.

Mexico's export focus is primarily directed toward the US market, with a notable
demand for acid limes and, in recent years, oranges, within the European Union.
Importers in Europe increasingly look to countries like Colombia, Chile, Brazil, Peru,
and Argentina for off-season supplies.

South Africa's export portfolio comprises various products, including oranges, lemons
and acid limes, grapefruits, and smaller quantities of tangerines. Importantly, due to
the seasonal nature of supply, South African citrus does not directly compete with
locally sourced seasonal citrus production. This distinction also applies to other
southern hemisphere countries, such as Chile, Brazil, Peru, and Argentina. Meanwhile,
Mexico and Colombia predominantly focus their exports on lemons and acid limes.

Organic citrus juices

In 2021, the European market witnessed a projected 1% annual growth in the import of
citrus and tropical fruit juices, encompassing (both conventional and organic). This
growth occurred against the backdrop of an overall decline in fruit juice and nectar
consumption across Europe, attributed to concerns about calorie and sugar intake
among consumers. However, citrus and tropical fruit juices found a unique role as
ingredients in low-calorie beverages, smoothies, and flavoured waters, helping
maintain stable import demand. Import opportunities in Europe were particularly
evident in countries such as France, Germany, the United Kingdom, Spain, Italy,
Switzerland, and the Netherlands, as highlighted in CBI's 2021 report.

Organic citrus juices encompass a range of fruit types, including orange, lemon, lime,
grapefruit, and tangerine juices. Most of these juices are produced in either "Not from
Concentrate" (NFC) or "From Concentrate" (FC) forms. Notably, the organic market
typically favours NFC juice due to its superior taste quality, allowing it to command a
premium price.

Key citrus-producing nations like the United States, Spain, Italy, Brazil, and Mexico
have played significant roles in the global production of organic citrus juice. The
driving force behind the growth of the organic citrus juice market has been consumer
demand for organic products, including juices. Consumers who prioritize organic and
natural products actively seek out organic citrus juice, which can be found in both
mainstream grocery stores and specialized health food outlets.

The expanding organic food and beverage market has led to increased availability of
organic citrus juices in supermarkets, health food stores, and specialty markets. This
greater visibility enhances consumer access and awareness. Many juice producers have
responded to the rising demand for organic citrus juices by diversifying their product
offerings to include organic options, either as standalone products or blended with
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other juices (such as orange juice + carrot juice or in smoothie combinations). This
diversification allows companies to tap into the growing organic market and meet the
evolving preferences of consumers.

Market development trends and outlook

Organic citrus production has gained significant traction due to the rising consumer
demand for organic products. Consumers often opt for organic citrus products,
including fresh fruits and juices, driven by perceived health benefits, environmental
considerations, and a desire to support sustainable and pesticide-free farming practices.
As highlighted earlier, organic citrus cultivation is practiced in diverse regions
worldwide, with countries like Spain, Italy, Mexico, and the Dominican Republic
emerging as major contributors. Commonly grown organic citrus fruits include acid
limes, lemons, oranges, and grapefruits, catering to both the fresh fruit and juice
markets.

Countries with robust organic citrus production often export their products to satisfy

demand in regions less suited for citrus cultivation or to bridge the gap in local

production during off-seasons. Consequently, the organic citrus market has exhibited
steady growth, with increased availability of juices and fresh fruits in supermarkets and
specialized organic retailers.

Nevertheless, organic citrus farming presents several challenges:

¢ Lower yields: Organic methods, which exclude chemical fertilizers and inputs for pest
and disease management, may result in potentially lower yields compared to
conventional citrus farming.

¢ Nutrition and resilience: Ensuring proper nourishment and resilience of organic citrus
orchards in the face of climatic variations remains a significant challenge.

e Pest and disease management: Organic citrus farming relies on the integration of
various pest and disease management strategies, often demanding more labour, costs,
and expertise from growers.

e  Citrus greening disease: The emergence of citrus greening disease in various regions
worldwide has had adverse effects, initially reducing tree productivity, impairing
citrus fruit quality (flavour and sweetness), and ultimately leading to the demise of
large citrus orchards.

e Awareness gap: There is generally low awareness within the citrus sector about the
proactive measures needed to counter the potential threat of citrus greening.

As long as these challenges persist, despite the continuous expansion of organic citrus

production areas driven by the increasing demand for organic citrus and, potentially, as a

response to replacing areas affected by citrus greening disease, the development of organic

citrus farming may remain limited compared to other perennial crops. This could lead to a

decline in the global citrus fruit acreage, as many producers might shift back to

conventional production methods or transition to different crops.
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citrus producers in their efforts to combat citrus greening, a devastating disease. To
advance this crucial initiative, financial backing from the Coop Sustainability Fund has
enabled FiBL to expand its activities in Mexico. This expansion includes the
implementation of a research program focused on the "integrated management of
Huanglongbing (HLB) in organic citrus orchards." This initiative underscores the
commitment of Coop and FiBL to sustainable agriculture and the well-being of citrus
producers in Mexico.
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Web links

> Website of the Coop-FiBL citrus project: https://citrus-greening.fibl.org

> YouTube.com: FiBLFilm: Video Citrus Greening — Disease and Symptoms (English) -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5mg3lv9sTI

> YouTube.com: FiBLFilm: Citrus Greening — Alternate Cutting,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqwWV{6rpWU
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Statistics of the Biodynamic Federation Demeter
International

CLARA BEHR!

The Biodynamic Federation Demeter International is an umbrella organization

comprising 48 member organizations committed to biodynamic agriculture. Present in

36 countries worldwide, it was established just four years ago with the primary goals

of uniting, promoting, and bolstering a global, sustainable agricultural movement. This

movement is set to mark its centenary in 2024. Notably, the Biodynamic Federation

Demeter International stands as the sole ecological association that has successfully

established a network for individual certification of biodynamic farming practices

worldwide, all bearing the Demeter brand.

Among the 48 member organizations within the Federation, 19 serve as certifying

bodies. In all other nations, certification is conducted by the International Certification

Office (ICO) of the Biodynamic Federation Demeter International. Collectively, this

network encompasses more than 7,000 Demeter farms, spread across a vast expanse of

over 255’000 hectares in 62 countries (Figure 50, Figure 51, Table 16, Table 17).

The Biodynamic Federation Demeter International operates in partnership with its

members, embodying the principles of an international confederation guided by

democratic ideals. At its core, biodynamic agriculture is rooted in the methods

introduced by Rudolf Steiner during his "Agriculture Course" held in Koberwitz (today

Poland) in 1924. These methods have since evolved through practical application and

research. At its essence, this holistic approach is deeply rooted in a profound sense of

caring, responsibility, and transparency towards humanity. It also embodies a

commitment to a fair and respectful engagement with its social environment, the well-

being of communities, and the preservation of the natural world.

The Biodynamic Federation Demeter International operates across various key

domains, including:

— Active participation in and support of research initiatives;

—  Provision of training services for farmers, advisors, certifiers, and inspectors;

— Vigilant administration to safeguard the Demeter® trademark;

—  Certification of farms, processors, and traders in accordance with the
International Demeter Biodynamic Standard;

— Dissemination of information and promotion efforts to increase awareness of the
Demeter trademark and the intricacies of biodynamic farming methods;

— Assistance in marketing Demeter certified products sourced from biodynamic
agriculture;

1 Clara Behr, Biodynamic Federation Demeter International e.V., Brandschneise 1, 64295 Darmstadt,
Germany, www.demeter.net
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— Advocacy for the adoption of more sustainable farming systems that benefit
farmers and our environment;
— Backing for emerging biodynamic projects and initiatives worldwide.

Demeter has experienced consistent growth in the number of certified farms over the
past few decades. Since the start of the new millennium, the global count of Demeter
farms has surged by approximately 4°000, reaching a total of over 7°000. Recent
developments indicate a robust interest in Demeter certification, resulting in more than
255’000 hectares of agricultural land now dedicated to biodynamic cultivation.
Notably, sectors like Demeter bananas and Demeter olive oil have demonstrated
significant dynamism, with substantial areas transitioning to biodynamic practices due
to heightened interest and the establishment of new distribution channels.

Biodynamic viticulture is also gaining prominence, with approximately 1°400 Demeter
certified wineries worldwide, led by France with 701 wineries. Outside the EU,
countries such as the USA, Chile, and Argentina have the most wineries. In sum,
around 25000 hectares of Demeter certified land are dedicated to biodynamic
vineyards.

Development of Demeter-certified farms
Source: Biodynamic Federation Demeter International 2022
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Figure 50: Development of Demeter-certified farms

Source: Biodynamic Federation Demeter International 2022
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Development of the Demeter-certified area
Source: Biodynamic Federation Demeter International 2022
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Figure 51: Development of the Demeter-certified area

Source: Biodynamic Federation Demeter International 2022

Table 16: Certified Demeter operations in member countries with certifying
organisation (9/2022)

Country Hectares Farms Processors Distributors
Austria 8292 266 51 4
Brazil 1’428 25 27 [
Denmark 4500 53 14 12
Egypt 2731 87 8 0
Finland 267 10 4 4
France 19’860 963 132 54
Germany 106’486 1’812 466 205
United Kingdom and 3848 100 46 10
Ireland

India 8265 44 13 2
Italy 20010 438 101 65
Luxembourg 513 12 2 |
The Netherlands 10°501 160 46 60
New Zealand 533 13 | 0
Norway 466 21 9 9
Slovenia 294 39 26 2
Spain 16’307 435 67 29
Sweden 743 19 9 12
Switzerland (including 8245 413 96 75
Liechtenstein)

USA 10’863 130 79 39
Total 224’152 5’040 1197 584

Source: Biodynamic Federation Demeter International 2022
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Table 17: International Certification Office (ICO) - certified Demeter operations in
other countries

Country Hectares Farms Processors Distributors
Argentina 1244 25 | 2
Belgium 424 17 10 6
Bosnia Herzegovina 117 | 0 0
Bulgaria 387 4 0 0
Chile 1’290 20 | |
China 159 5 | 0
Colombia 60 2 0 0
Costa Rica 18 | | 0
Croatia 9 | 0 0
Czech Republic 4829 8 0 0
Dominican Republic 2’449 70 0 6
Ecuador 314 76 3 |
Ethiopia 17 | 0 0
Georgia 8 | 0 0
Greece 731 73 6 3
Guinea Bissao 0 0 | 0
Honduras 72 8 0 0
Hongkong 0 0 0 |
Hungary 6’531 37 | 2
Iran 67 | | 0
Kuwait 0 0 | 0
Lithuania 2252 15 0 |
Malaysia 0 0 3 0
Mexico 297 4 | |
Morocco 25 | 0 0
Nepal 7 | 0 0
Paraguay (1 44 0 0
Peru 184 30 0 |
Poland 2’493 16 0 |
Portugal 672 13 2 |
Romania 514 7 | 0
Serbia 57 2 | 0
Singapore 0 0 | 0
Slovakia 158 | 0 0
South Africa 236 3 0 0
Sri Lanka 1’499 1223 4 0
Suriname 35 | 0 0
Tanzania 30 | 0 0
Tunisia 1’329 128 4 0
Turkey 1’156 203 2 |
Uganda 273 2 0 0
Ukraine 345 | 0 0
United Arab Emirates 0 0 | 0
Uruguay 0 0 | 0
Total ICO certified 30’899 2°047 48 28
Total Demeter-certified 255’051 7087 1245 612

Source: Biodynamic Federation Demeter International 2022
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Table 18: Demeter wineries 2022

Country Wineries Vineyards in hectares
Argentina 13 498
Australia 87 875
Belgium 3 I
Brazil | 212
Bulgaria | 8
Chile 13 1385
china | 55
Croatia | 2
Czech Republic | 44
Denmark 2 6
France 701 12’542
Georgia | 3
Germany 106 1209
Greece 18 48
Hungary 7 100
Italy 168 2674
Netherlands 4 8
New Zealand 6 158
Poland | 3
Portugal 3 24
Romania 3 154
Serbia | 11
Slovenia 10 93
south Africa | 57
Spain 85 2560
Switzerland 73 509
Turkey | |
United Kingdom 10 65
United states 74 1678
Total 1’402 25’023

Source: Biodynamic Federation Demeter International 2022
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The Global Market for Organic Food & Drink'

Amarijit Sahota?

This chapter has been prepared by Ecovia Intelligence (formerly known as Organic Monitor) from its
ongoing research on the Global Market for Organic Food & Drink. No part of this chapter maybe reproduced
or used in other commercial publications without written consent from Ecovia Intelligence. To request
permission, write to: Ecovia Intelligence, 79 Western Road, London W5 5DT, phone +44 20 8567 0788, e-mail
services@ecoviaint.com

I Introduction

The organic products market has been adversely affected by global geopolitical
conflicts and uncertain economic conditions. Revenue growth continued in 2022;
however, this has been partly because of rising organic food prices. Some countries,
including Germany and France, reported declines in monetary sales and volumes. In
the USA and other countries, revenue growth has been at a comparatively low rate.

Fluctuations in exchange rates of major international currencies have affected revenue
growth in the organic food market. If measured in US dollars, the market declined by
3.0 percent in 2022. The European market — the only region showing negative revenue
growth - reported a 1.3 percent decline that year. The depreciation of the Euro against
the US dollar leads to a larger 12.2 percent drop in European revenues.

A different picture emerges if monetary growth is measured in Euros. The global
organic food and drink market expanded by 8.9 percent in 2022. The North American
market, which expanded by 4 percent that year, reported a 16.9 percent increase. This
is due to the greenback appreciating by 11 percent against the Euro in the foreign
exchange market. If we look beyond exchange rates, Ecovia Intelligence sees growth of
2-3 percent in the global organic food and drink market in 2022. It is worth pointing out
that much of this growth has been driven by rising food prices. According to the Food
& Agriculture Organisation’s (FAO) food price index, the price of internationally traded
commodities increased by 14.3 percent from 2021. This was the highest rise since
records started in 1990. Organic and conventional food prices have increased because
of disruption in global supply chains caused by the Ukrainian conflict.

The global organic food and drink market was valued at 127.7 billion euros in 2022.3
Future market growth will continue to be affected by macroeconomic and political
factors, which are impacting organic food prices and, thus, consumer demand.

1 Please note that there are some differences in organic food sales between the calculations of Ecovia
Intelligence and those of FiBL due to different methodologies. For the FiBL retail sales data, see page 61.
2 Amarjit Sahota is the Founder of Ecovia Intelligence (formerly Organic Monitor). Since 2001, our
organisation has been tracking the global organic & related product industries. More details are on
www.ecoviaint.com

3 Please note there is a difference in the market size data of Ecovia Intelligence and FiBL because of
differences in research methodology.
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2. Historic growth

If we look at historic growth, the global organic food and drink market has grown from
47.6 billion euros in 2012 to 127.7 billion euros in 2022. Organic food sales have grown
by 10 percent compound annual growth rate over this ten-year period.

The highest growth was observed in 2020. The coronavirus pandemic led to a surge in
demand for organic and health foods; consumers bought organic products as they
looked to boost their personal immunity.

Global market: Growth in global market for organic
food & drink, 2012-2022

Source: Ecovia Intelligence
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Figure 52: Growth in Global Market for Organic Food & Drink, 2012-2022

Source: Ecovia Intelligence

3. Regional Markets

North America and Europe comprise most global organic food sales, with a combined
share of 90 percent, as shown in chart 2. The revenue share of North America is
increasing because of relatively higher growth than that in Europe. The strengthening
of the US dollar in the foreign exchange rate has also contributed to the revenue
increase.

The North American market for organic products was valued at EUR 63.7 billion in
2022. Organic food and drink sales increased by about 4 percent in 2022. The bulk of
revenues are from the US market, the largest in the world. Consumer demand for
organic products remains buoyant in the US and Canadian markets.

The European market for organic food and drink was worth about EUR 51.3 billion in
2022. The two largest markets in Europe — Germany and France — both reported
negative growth that year. The Ukrainian conflict has led to a rise in production,
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distribution and retailing costs in Europe. European countries have been grappling
with inflation since the conflict started in February 2022. Organic food retailers have
been the most affected by the rise in energy costs, food prices, and labour costs. Many
organic food retailers have reported negative sales. Large food retailers, especially
discounters, have been relatively less affected by the weak economic conditions in
Europe.

The Asian market is the third largest in the global arena. The market for organic
products is also important in Australasia and Latin America. The African organic food
and drink market is growing, albeit from a small base.

Global market: Revenue breakdown by major geographic
regions, 2022

Source: Ecovia Intelligence
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Figure 53: Global market: Revenue breakdown by major geographic regions, 2022

Source: Ecovia Intelligence

4. Major Challenges

Growth in the global market of organic products depends on macro factors, as well as
changing patterns of consumer demand and the related environment. Some of the
major challenges affecting the market are listed here.

Inflation and rising food prices

Food prices increased by about 12 percent in 2022, having an adverse effect on organic
food sales. Rising food prices have made consumers more price-sensitive; demand for
premium products, including organic foods, has been negatively affected in Europe.
This was a major factor for organic food sales to decline in Europe in 2022.

According to the FAO (United Nations), global agricultural food commodity prices
have decreased by about 25 percent since peaking in April 2022. However, food
inflation remains high, especially in developing countries. Even in the EU, real food
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inflation was 4.6 percent in 2023 (Source: Statista). The rate is much higher in Belgium
(10.9 percent), the Netherlands (8.8 percent) and Greece (6.6 percent). High food prices
are dampening consumer demand for organic products.

Geopolitical factors

Agricultural food products, including organic foods, are affected by geopolitical
factors. Since it began in February 2022, the Ukrainian conflict has disrupted food
supply chains, as well as raising fertiliser prices and energy prices. Ukraine and Russia
are two of the world’s leading exporters of wheat, corn, barley and sunflower oil.

The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) projected 5.0
percent growth in the global economy for 2022, however the impact of the conflict led
tojust 3.1 percent economic growth that year. Apart from its effects on food and energy
prices, the conflict has led to economic and political uncertainty. Many countries
reported a fall in consumer expenditure, with demand for essentials and non-essential
items curtailed.

The Ukrainian conflict was continuing into 2024. There are also concerns that a
prolongation of the Israeli-Palestine conflict could give economic shocks. At the end of
2023, there was disruption to shipping routes in the Red Sea; this was raising concerns
that global supply chains for agricultural crops and foods could be disrupted.

Organic food supply

The coronavirus pandemic led to a surge in demand for organic foods in 2020. Supply
could not keep pace with demand in numerous organic product categories. Market
growth has slowed since, raising concerns about oversupply. In 2023, some traders
were reporting excess capacity and sluggish demand.

These supply-demand swings have a negative effect on the organic food market.
Conventional food producers become reluctant to convert to organic agricultural
practices if there is uncertain demand. Some organic products are marketed as
conventional products without the premium because of weak demand.

Consumer demand

Consumers are buying organic foods for various reasons. Health factors are important
for many consumers; during the pandemic, disease prevention and building personal
immunity were important reasons for consumers to buy organic foods. Health and
ethical reasons remain important in countries like France and Germany. However,
other food products are appealing to these health and ethical beliefs in consumers. For
instance, consumers are mainly buying plant-based foods because of health reasons and
animal welfare.

In the USA, avoidance of GMOs is a major factor for consumers to buy organic foods.
However, consumers can also buy products that are certified GMO-free. Launched in
2010, sales of Non-GMO Verified product sales have now exceeded $25 billion. Initially
adopted by organic food companies, the majority of certified products are no longer
organic.
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Some consumers, like those in Denmark, are purchasing organic foods because of
concern about the environment. Many new eco-labels have been introduced in recent
years that represent environmentally-friendly products. These vary from the EU Eco-
Flower and Nordic Swan for low environmental impact products in Europe to single
ingredient labels like Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) and Bonsucro
(sustainable sugar).

A wide range of eco-labels and sustainability schemes now offer consumers options for
health foods, environmentally-friendly products, ethical products, etc. the challenge is
to differentiate organic foods from such products.

5. Conclusions

After receiving a boost in 2020, global sales of organic foods have stabilised. Although
revenues continue to increase, consumer demand for organic products has been
negatively affected by food inflation and weak economic conditions. The organic food
industry is not immune to geopolitical conflict that is causing disruption in global
supply chains of agricultural products. Ecovia Intelligence predicts healthy growth to
resume as economic conditions improve.
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Worldwide Overview of Regulations and Policies on
Agroecological Approaches Including Organic
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Introduction

An increasing number of governments worldwide are actively endorsing the
promotion of agroecological policies. They are doing so by launching new initiatives
and programs with clear and predefined objectives. Concurrently, broader regional
patterns indicate a growing momentum in the development of agroecological policies,
which is propelled by the formulation of strategic initiatives.

Policies fostering agroecology and organic agriculture

Tanzania

In the autumn of 2023, Tanzania introduced the National Ecological Organic
Agriculture Strategy (NEOAS), marking a pioneering step on the continent. The
strategy is designed to contribute to environmental resilience, climate change
mitigation, and sustainable crop and livestock production, in alignment with
Tanzania's Development Vision 2025 and the Agricultural Sector Development
Program Phase II.

Particularly, the key goals of this strategy include:

— Facilitating the shift of farmers to agroecology by incorporating insights from
both research and indigenous knowledge.

— Establishing a sustainable inputs sector with viable alternatives to the expensive
importation of pesticides, seeds, and fertilizers.

—  Cultivating robust supply chains and markets, both locally and globally, for
organic and agroecological products.

! Xhona Hysa, Global Policy Coordinator, IFOAM — Organics International, 53113 Bonn, Germany

2 Vladyslav Zhmailo, Senior Policy and Guarantee Coordinator, IFOAM - Organics International, 53113
Bonn, Germany

3 Te Chun Chen, Policy & Guarantee Assistant, IFOAM — Organics International, 53113 Bonn, Germany
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— Enhancing the capacity of civil society organizations to play a pivotal role in
advancing these transitions.

—  Providing support for financing, monitoring, coordination, and evaluation of the
strategy.

Furthermore, the government has pledged to incorporate organic agriculture and
agroecology as a comprehensive policy initiative in the upcoming national biodiversity
strategy (NBSAP). This strategy represents an invitation to donor partner nations to
participate in the outlined initiatives, which are part of a larger, coordinated effort.

Vietnam

In recent years, the Vietnamese Government has demonstrated a dedicated
commitment to driving the transformation of the country's food systems. This
commitment aims to promote sustainability and resilience to climate change, advance
environmental conservation, increase the value of agricultural products, and improve
the livelihoods of farmers. The determination to reshape Vietnam's food system is
clearly outlined in the 2021-2025 socio-economic plan, which sets forth a resolution to
develop agriculture that is green, clean, ecological, organic, hi-tech, and smart—capable
of adapting to climate change. Furthermore, the National Strategy for Sustainable
Agriculture and Rural Development (2021-2030), projecting a vision until 2050,
explicitly emphasizes the significance of agroecological solutions in achieving these
objectives.!

Complementing this commitment is the recently approved Vietnam National Action
Plan on Food System Transformation (NAP-FST), aligning with the principles of
Transparency, Responsibility, and Sustainability in Vietnam by 2030. The NAP-FST
received approval from the Vietnamese Prime Minister on March 28, 2023. This action
plan aims to guide and coordinate the efforts of both domestic and foreign
organizations, directing them toward the development of a responsible, transparent,
and sustainable food system in Vietnam by 2030. It serves as a foundational framework
for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Furthermore,
in Decision 300/QD-TTg (2023) regarding the NAP-FST, Vietnam has set a target of
allocating a minimum of 2.5% of agricultural land for organic production and doubling
the use of organic fertilizers compared to the levels in 2020.2

Cambodia

In response to the imperative shift towards sustainable agriculture, the Government of
Cambodia has demonstrated a tangible commitment to advancing conservation
agriculture (CA), sustainable intensification (SI), and agroecology. This commitment is

1PM Vietnam (2022) DECISION approving sustainable agriculture and rural development strategy for the
2021 — 2030 period, with a vision to 2050. Available at: https://icrafcifor-
my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/n_minh_cifor-
icraf_org/EdQwaL1T7GIBnxJu2CYr7ZEBuldEwrCiaTwY40vS1K477Q?rtime=Qe5INhgC3Eg (Accessed: 21
December 2023).

2 ASSET (2022) Report of the National foresight and theory of change workshop in Vietnam, 12 -13 October
2022, in Hanoi. Agroecology and Safe food System Transitions (ASSET) project
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manifested in the establishment of Cambodia Conservation Agriculture Sustainable
Intensification (CASIC), an inter-governmental and multi-stakeholder platform
officially endorsed by the Minister of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and
Fisheries (MAFF) in mid-2020. The overarching objective of CASIC is to enhance
coordination and provide support to stakeholders, fostering the promotion of CA and
SI towards agricultural modernization and agroecology in Cambodia and Southeast
Asia.

To streamline priorities and operational procedures within CASIC, a roadmap towards
modernization and agroecology spanning 2022-2026" has been initiated and crafted.
Developed with technical and financial support from Swisscontact and the French
Agricultural Research Centre for International Development (CIRAD), this roadmap is
designed to align with national development goals and priorities. It thereby contributes
to realizing the key policies and strategies of the Cambodian government, particularly
those related to sustainable agriculture development, combating land degradation,
biodiversity conservation, and climate change adaptation and mitigation.

The Indian state of Kerala

The government of Kerala has initiated the Organic Farming Mission with the objective
of promoting the adoption of sustainable, organic, and climate-smart farming practices
on 5°000 hectares over the next five years. The mission has set an annual target of
cultivating 1000 hectares, with the overarching goal of transforming the entire state
into a hub for organic farming.

The mission is thoughtfully designed to introduce and promote sustainable farming
practices. It encompasses the creation of a strong support system for organic farmers
and the exploration of potential markets for organic products. An important aspect of
this initiative is the integration of organic farming into educational curricula. The
mission also pledges to take comprehensive actions to enhance the certification,
branding, and marketing processes for organic agricultural products from Kerala,
incorporating a dedicated organic farming protocol. Furthermore, efforts will be
focused on adding value to organic products and establishing seed banks in local
communities.

Currently, Kerala is home to approximately 300 certified organic farmers, with a
primary focus on the export market. The state is supported by accredited organic
certifying agencies that cater to the needs of these farmers. It's worth highlighting the
substantial demand for organic varieties of Jeerakasala and Gandhakasala paddy,
which are cultivated in Wayanad, Kerala. The Organic Farming Mission represents a
strategic initiative aimed at fostering a sustainable agricultural landscape and
improving the economic viability of farmers in Kerala.

! MoAFF Cambodia (2022) Roadmap of Cambodia Conservation Agriculture and Sustainable Intensification
Consortium (CASIC) 2022 — 2026. Available at: https://assets-global.website-
files.com/6126fbe77de2da46c24ab103/6131cf6e9979{71af8362117_CASIC_Roadmap_final_En.pdf (Accessed:
21 December 2023).

114 FiBL & IFOAM — Organics International (2024): The World of Organic Agriculture. Frick and Bonn



Policies and Regulations

Japan

The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries (MAFF) of Japan is actively
involved in creating model areas known as "Organic Villages." These villages are part
of the MIDORI Strategy?, which was launched in 2021 as a medium-to-long-term plan
for developing a sustainable food system. An Organic Village represents a municipality
that encourages community-wide participation in organic farming, involving not only
farmers but also businesses and residents both within and outside the region. This
holistic approach encompasses activities from the production to the consumption of
organic agricultural products. The overarching goal is to gradually establish advanced
model areas and expand this initiative nationwide.

The MAFF supports various specific measures, including the establishment of organic
agricultural clusters with technical guidance, facilitating business partnerships both
within and outside the region, procuring organic produce for school meals, and
creating dedicated organic sections within retail stores. As of November 2023, 91
municipalities are actively working on the development of Organic Villages, with the
aim of involving 200 municipalities by the year 2030.2

Taiwan

In August 2023, Taiwan underwent a restructuring of its agricultural sector, elevating
the Council of Agriculture to the status of the Ministry of Agriculture. This
comprehensive transformation also involved the establishment of important entities,
including the Department of Resources Sustainability, the Forestry and Nature
Conservation Agency, and the Agency of Rural Development and Soil and Water
Conservation. The primary objectives of these changes are to attain net-zero emissions
in agriculture by 2040, conserve biodiversity, and foster sustainable rural development.
As a result, the government has extended active support for a range of policies, with a
particular emphasis on organic agriculture.

For instance, in 2023, three Organic Agriculture Promotion Zones (OAPZ) were
established, encompassing approximately 219 hectares. Entities or farmers located
within these OAPZs are eligible for additional subsidies related to organic certification,
production materials, marketing, and training.

At the same time, Taiwan inaugurated its inaugural Organic Agriculture Research
Center in Hualien County in 2023. This center is dedicated to the development of
techniques, organic demonstrations, and research projects encompassing post-harvest
crop processing, organic crop varieties, and natural pest management.

In 2023, additional progress was achieved in nationwide food and agricultural
education, building upon the legislative passage of the Food and Agricultural

1 MOAFF Japan (2023b) Strategy for Sustainable Food Systems, Midori, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries of Japan. Available at: https://www.maff.go.jp/e/policies/env/env_policy/meadri.html (Accessed: 21
December 2023).
2 MoAFF Japan (2023b) Strategy for Sustainable Food Systems, Midori, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries of Japan. Available at: https://www.maff.go.jp/e/policies/env/env_policy/meadri.html (Accessed: 21
December 2023).
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Education Act in 2022. The majority of local governments established Food and
Agricultural Education Promotion Committees to spearhead organic education
initiatives within schools, kindergartens, community facilities, and retail stores. The
primary aim is to promote an organic lifestyle and foster the consumption of
domestically produced agricultural products.

Regional policy development

The ASEAN region!

Established in 2012, the Lao-facilitated Initiative on Agroecology (LICA) is dedicated to
promoting agroecology transitions in the ASEAN region. During the 38th ASEAN
Sectoral Working Group on Crops, LICA was recognized for its contribution to drafting
an ASEAN policy guideline for agroecology transition, as outlined in its work plan.
Additionally, LICA's role as a "Reference Group" for ASEAN regarding matters related
to agroecology was endorsed.

In October 2022, during the 44th Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers of Agriculture and
Forestry (AMAF), “The ASEAN Regional Guidelines on Sustainable Agriculture” were
adopted to address the imperative for a sustainable food production system. These
guidelines emphasize key pillars, including environmental integrity, economic
resilience, social well-being, good governance, food security, and poverty alleviation.
The overarching objective is to establish a sustainable food market, mitigating
challenges posed by increasing trade barriers, tariffs, and restrictions on ASEAN
agricultural and food products.

The ASEAN policy guidelines for agroecology transition are designed to align with and
support the strategic direction of the ASEAN Regional Guidelines on Sustainable
Agriculture. A comprehensive review and enhancement of the initial analysis results
will be carried out through a series of national consultations, regional discussions, and
LICA consultations in the last quarter of 2023.2

The African Union

In 2011, the Heads of States and Governments of the African Union (AU) made a
significant decision to integrate Organic Agriculture (EX.CL/Dec.621 XVII) into their
national plans, programs, and policies by 2025. This resolution served as the
cornerstone for launching a multi-year continental initiative known as Ecological
Organic Agriculture (EOA). This initiative is tasked with overseeing and reporting on
the implementation of the decision.

Actively engaged in the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme
(CAADP) process, which serves as Africa's policy framework for agricultural
transformation, wealth generation, and food and nutrition security under the African

1 ASEAN is the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. For more information see https://asean.org/.

2FAQ, CIRAD, ESCAP & CASIC (2023) Policy Dialogue on Supporting Agroecology Transition in the
ASEAN region. Available at: https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/event-
documents/TARASA23_Policy %20Dialogue%20Agroecology_Concept%20Note%20and %20Programme.pdf
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Union, the EOA initiative has achieved significant policy milestones. The status and
progress of the AU Decision on Organic Agriculture were reported for the first time in
the 3rd CAADP Biennial Review Report (2015-2021). Furthermore, a significant
milestone was reached during the 4th CAADP Biennial Review, where three indicators
related to EOA/Agroecology were adopted.

The 4th CAADP Biennial Review included 49 countries reporting on seven
commitments and various indicators. Sixty-five percent of these countries reported on
the three EOA indicators associated with Commitment 3 (Ending Hunger by 2025) and
Commitment 6 (Enhancing Resilience to Climate Variability). These indicators
encompass organic fertilizer usage, the status of Farmer Managed Seed Systems, and
the agricultural area under EOA practices.

The presentation of the final 4th Biennial Review report to the AU Heads of State and
Governments is scheduled for adoption in February 2024.

Organic Regulations

Regarding regulations, based on the most recent data compiled by IFOAM — Organics
International in 2022, 75 countries have effectively enacted comprehensive regulations
governing organic agriculture. Furthermore, 19 countries have put in place organic
regulations that are not yet fully enforced, and 14 countries are presently in the process
of drafting legislation (Significantly, New Zealand has made the decision to
comprehensively regulate the organic sector, whereas Australia has chosen not to
partake in this process and has opted to regulate only export operations.

Table 19).

Significantly, New Zealand has made the decision to comprehensively regulate the
organic sector, whereas Australia has chosen not to partake in this process and has
opted to regulate only export operations.

Table 19: Organic regulations worldwide by region 2022

Continent Drafting Fully Not fully Total
implemented implemented
Africa 5 | 4 10
Asia 7 I 10 28
Europe 41 2 43
Latin America and the Caribbean 2 16 3 21
North America 2 2
Oceania 4 4
Total 14 75 19 108

Source: IFOAM — Organics International

The guidance for growers’ groups on certification according to the new (EU) Organic
Regulation 2018/848

The European Union's (EU) Organic Regulation 2018/848 introduces significant
changes to group certification and internal control systems (ICS) in organic farming.
The implications of these recent regulations have a global reach, impacting
approximately two million organic farmers worldwide who are currently certified
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under ICS groups. This notably includes those involved in the production of
commodities such as coffee, cocoa, sugar, cotton, rice, tropical fruits, nuts, spices, and
honey.

IFOAM - Organics International, in collaboration with the Research Institute of Organic
Agriculture FiBL, IFOAM Organics Europe, and leading experts in the field, has
formulated guidance to assess and elucidate the implications and significant
modifications introduced by the new EU Organic Regulation for producer groups
worldwide since 2021.

The last remaining fundamental legal questions pertaining to the EU's definition of a
"Group of Operators” were ultimately resolved in the European Commission's updated
Q&A document released on June 12, 2023.

This legal clarification by the European Commission, along with the extensive
stakeholder consultations conducted by our organizations, has revealed that the new
regulation for organic producer groups carries more significant consequences and
requires more comprehensive organizational changes than were initially anticipated
and communicated during previous events. The majority of currently certified
smallholder producer groups will need to reorganize or establish new legal group
entities that align with the EU's definition of a "group of operators." Organic operators
worldwide will be expected to achieve compliance with all the detailed and intricate
requirements of Regulation (EU) 2018/848 and its secondary regulations, as the decade-
old import system of "equivalence" is phased out by December 31, 2024.

IFOAM - Organics International, in collaboration with FiBL, successfully hosted a
webinar on July 23, 2023, to officially introduce the finalized version of the "IFOAM
Guidance & Explanation of Group Certification Requirements" in accordance with the
New EU Organic Regulation 2018/848. You can access the comprehensive guidance and
the recording of the event on the IFOAM website within the Internal Control Systems
(ICS) for Group Certification section.

Pacific Organic Standard

The Pacific Organic Standard Guidebook, which was released in 2022, has proven to be
a valuable resource for users of the Pacific Organic Standard (POS). It ensures
consistency and upholds organic integrity through fair yet firm consensus
interpretations of the standard text. Throughout 2023, the Pacific Organic and Ethical
Trade Community (POETCom) has received and compiled suggestions for additions,
clarifications, and country-specific language. As the Guidebook is a dynamic, living
document, POETCom plans to incorporate these changes in 2024 and make updates on
an annual basis as necessary.

An important outcome of the Guidebook development process has been the
identification and cataloging of language in the POS that requires modification or
correction from the original text. In 2024, POETCom is considering the initiation of a
formal Standards Revision Process for the Pacific Organic Standard.
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Australian Government decision against domestic organic regulation

In late 2021, the previous Australian Federal Government established the Organic
Industry Advisory Group (OIAG) to deliberate on the domestic regulation of organics
in Australia. Throughout 2022, the OIAG convened to discuss the matter and ultimately
endorsed the idea of developing domestic regulations. However, the current Australian
Government has decided against implementing domestic regulations for the organics
industry after conducting two separate cost-benefit analyses (CBAs), both of which
concluded that the associated costs would outweigh the benefits. In the government's
view, the potential advantages of a mandatory domestic standard for the organic sector
would not justify the significant expenses involved in designing, monitoring, and
enforcing such a comprehensive regulatory scheme.

Currently, Australia has a National Standard for Organic and Bio-Dynamic Produce
that exclusively regulates exports. This standard allows the country to export organic
products to significant global markets. Rather than regulating the domestic market, the
government has chosen to concentrate on exports and engage in active negotiations
regarding equivalence and free trade agreements.

After the legislative proposal was rejected, the prominent organic industry
organizations and certification bodies came together to establish the Organic
Development Group (ODG). The primary objectives of the ODG are to promote the
interests of the organic sector in Australia and to persist in advocating for domestic
legislation. *. The following organizations have joined this coalition:

— ACO Certification Ltd (ACO)

— Australian Organic Limited (AOL)

—  Bio Dynamic Research Institute (BDRI)

—  Certified Organic Biodynamic Western Australia (COBWA)

— National Association for Sustainable Agriculture Australia (NASAA)

— NASAA Certified Organic (NCO)

— Organic and Regenerative Investment Co-operative (ORICOOP)

—  Organic Consumers Association Australia (OCAA)

—  Organic Food Chain (OFC)

—  Organic Industries of Australia (OIA)

—  Southern Cross Certified (SXC)

Following the government's decision not to enact domestic organic legislation,
Australia will continue to be the only OECD country that does not regulate its domestic
market, even though its total organic retail sales volume exceeded 2.1 billion AUD
(approximately 1.3 billion euros) in 2022.

! Frampton, K. (2023) Historic Formation of United Voice for Organic Industry, Australian Organic. Available at:
https://austorganic.com/historic-formation-of-united-voice-for-organic-industry/ (Accessed: 21 December
2023)
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New Zealand’s new act on organic products and production

New Zealand has enacted the Organic Products and Production Act, marking a
significant milestone for the country's burgeoning organic sector. This legislation,
effective since April 6, 2023, is designed to promote growth, boost export revenue, and
offer businesses comprehensive regulations to support ongoing investment.

The act sets forth a regulatory framework for organic claims and the enterprises that
make them, with an emphasis on bolstering consumer confidence, providing stability
for businesses, and promoting international trade in organic products. This aligns with
the global trend of countries mandating compliance with domestic or equivalent
regulations. The act plays a critical role in ensuring ongoing access to established
organic markets abroad and opening up new avenues for organic exports.

Key elements of the act encompass the introduction of organic standards, prerequisites
for approval as an "operator,” the establishment of recognized entities for compliance
oversight, provisions related to imports and exports, and regulations concerning
enforcement and offenses. The legislation establishes a framework in which the
Ministry will define organic standards for various products or categories. Businesses
are not obliged to comply until standards are established for their particular products.
The act underscores New Zealand's dedication to fostering the growth of its organic
sector and upholding high standards in international trade.!

Memorandum of Understanding for the Recognition of Organic Product Equivalence
(MOU) between Canada and Mexico

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) and the Secretariat for Agriculture and
Rural Development of the United Mexican States have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) to recognize the equivalence of organic products. This MOU
aims to foster trade in organic products by specifying conditions for equivalence,
establishing a Technical Working Group (TWG) to address issues and promote
cooperation, and remaining valid for one year, with the option for extension upon
mutual consent. The main goals are to enhance consumer confidence, strengthen
institutional cooperation, ensure access to existing organic markets, and explore
further trade opportunities. Appendices provide details on equivalency conditions,
including labeling, oversight, and reporting. This MOU reflects both countries'
commitment to supporting their growing organic sectors and international trade.

! Goatley, T. and Cohen, A. (2023) Organic Products and Production Act 2023 comes into force heralding in a
new organic products regime, Bell Gully. Available at: https://www.bellgully.com/insights/organic-products-
and-production-act-2023-comes-into-force-heralding-in-a-new-organic-products-regime/ (Accessed: 21
December 2023).
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Participatory Guarantee Systems in 2023

PATRICIA FLORES,! CAROLINA DE JORGE? AND GABOR FIGECZKY?3

“Participatory Guarantee Systems (PGS) are locally focused quality assurance systems.
They certify producers based on the active participation of stakeholders and are built
on a foundation of trust, social networks, and knowledge exchange” (IFOAM
definition, 2008).

IFOAM - Organics International is the only organisation collecting data on PGS on a
global scale. In total, the global PGS landscape comprises 64740 initiatives and, 188709
certified producers, involving 1'823'525 individuals. The certified land area at the
global level is an impressive 1'131°933 hectares, highlighting a collaborative effort
across continents to establish and adopt PGS in agriculture.

Despite additional efforts during the 2022 survey, it was not possible to collect or
update information on the total organic area managed by PGS-certified producers for
more than 50 per cent of all operational PGS initiatives. This includes initiatives based
in countries with many PGS certified producers, such as Brazil, and countries with
many PGS initiatives, such as Bolivia. Therefore, the total organic area managed by
PGS-certified producers is likely to be much higher than estimated here.

Among the regions, Latin America stands out with 144 PGS initiatives, certifying
17'787 producers and involving 63’797 individuals. The certified area in this region
alone is 16"214 hectares. This highlights Latin America's significant commitment and
success in implementing PGS and contributes significantly to the overall global impact
of PGS initiatives. Let us take a look back at the 20 years of PGS success since the first
landmark event on the continent.

Celebrating 20 years of the International Workshop on Participatory
Certification

Since the first international workshop on Participatory Guarantee Systems (PGS), then
called "participatory certification", in the city of Torres, Brazil, in 2004, two decades of
learning and cooperation have passed, allowing organic stakeholders to make a
significant contribution to the multi-dimensional elements of agroecology.

In the PGS timeline developed by the PGS community in Latin America, the first
prototypes of PGS are recorded in the early 1970s with the Codlmeia cooperative in
southern Brazil, but also appear for the first-time early experiences in Chile in the 1980s

1 Patricia Flores, Senior Manager Global Academy, IFOAM - Organics International, 53113 Bonn, Germany,
p-flores@ifoam.bio

2 Carolina DeJorge, Junior Coordinator Policy & Guarantee, IFOAM — Organics International, 53113 Bonn,
Germany, c.dejorge@ifoam.bio

3 Gabor Figeczky, Senior Manager Global Policy, IFOAM - Organics International, 53113 Bonn, Germany,
g.figeczky@ifoam.bio
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with cooperatives producing organic food. The early years of third-party certification
of organic products in Latin America raised certain concerns, not only in terms of cost,
but also in terms of the method used to certify organic products. It was therefore
necessary to work on an alternative system developed by organic farmers, consumers,
grassroots organisations, supporting civil society organisations and, in some cases,
community or local authorities. At the time, this process was called “participatory
certification”. Later, with the international workshop in 2004, the term Participatory
Guarantee System was agreed upon and widely used in the organic and agroecological
movement.

PGS brought inspiring experiences in the early years. This approach has renewed the
hope that from the grassroots of the agroecological movement, it is possible to innovate
in social processes such as PGS and other mechanisms that allow a better integration of
family and peasant agriculture. In this way, the PGS community demonstrates and
confirms that markets are essentially a social construction and that bringing consumers
and producers closer together allows for more benefits to be derived from the
multidimensionality that characterises agroecology.

Participatory Guarantee Systems (PGS) initiatives have had a significant influence and
have experienced remarkable growth globally. The interactive PGS map, which
updates information on various initiatives at different stages of development, is also a
useful tool for monitoring the progress of PGS.

Participatory Guarantee Systems are recognized as an innovation because they persist
over time, adapting, recreating, and improving the system according to the context,
culture, and framework in which they are embedded. These innovations result from
collective efforts, addressing the requirements of the driving group as well as the
expectations of a market characterized by progressively discerning, knowledgeable,
and conscious consumers.

Participatory Guarantee Systems have attracted the attention of policymakers,
consumers, and farmers, contributing to the public debate on strategies to achieve
sustainable food systems. They make a significant contribution as they operate at a
transformative level, particularly in local food systems

Latin America PGS community

In October 2023, the PGS community in Latin America organised the International
Seminar on PGS in the city of Tarapoto, San Martin region, Peru. Representatives from
13 countries attended, including PGS stakeholders and international organisations such
as IFOAM - Organics International and the Mountain Partnership.

After the period of disruption caused by Covid-19, the PGS community in Latin
America resumed the dynamics of its meetings, which take place every 2-3 years. On
this occasion, the presence of the authorities of Peru, Argentina, Costa Rica and
Paraguay has provided important insights into the public policy processes, which are
different in each country and respond to specific needs and realities.

Among the main conclusions are:
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—  While the recognition of PGS in national regulatory frameworks gives legality to
the processes implemented, many regulations impose requirements that add
complexity to the processes and move them away from the basic qualities of PGS,
such as simplicity, dynamism, adaptability to local realities and inclusiveness. In
many cases, this results in a reduction of the legitimacy of PGS, which is based on
participation and involvement, transparency, trust, self-determination and
knowledge dialogue, which are fundamental principles of PGS.

— Itis highly contradictory and paradoxical that progress in the official recognition
of PGS in most cases focuses only on the control and monitoring of PGS, rather
than its promotion and encouragement. More support is needed for the effective
consolidation of PGS and promotion policies than for control mechanisms.

—  The alliance between agroecological farmers and consumers, as well as the
articulation with public and private institutions, is essential to democratise
healthy food. However, progress is still limited and further efforts are needed.

Despite the challenges, PGS are working, recreated and amplified. Under various

circumstances and with a diverse array of actors, they persist in forming collective

bonds of collaboration to confront and overcome adversarial situations (excerpted from
the joint text adopted by the participants, also known as the Letter of Tarapoto, Peru;

October 2023).

America

Within North America, there is one Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) initiative,

encompassing 766 certified producers and engaging a total of 876 producers. The

cumulative certified area in Africa amounts to 8440 hectares, highlighting the

increasing significance of PGS within the region.

In Puerto Rico, the PGS Puerto Rico initiative is under development, while the Certified

Naturally Grown programme is operating at an impressive scale with 650 certified

growers covering 7’510 hectares.

Latin America is a vibrant hub for Participatory Guarantee Systems (PGS), with a

multitude of initiatives across various countries.

— InBelize, Pro-Organic Belize and the San Antonio Cayo Organic Growers
Association are in the early stages of development.

— Brazil has a wide range of PGS initiatives, such as ACEPI with 44 certified
producers, Associacao Ecovida de Certificagao Participativa with 5'662 producers,
and Aval de Confianza SPG Antioquia with 12 certified producers.
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— In Argentina, a map of PGS initiatives has been developed by the multi-
institutional team on Participatory Guarantee Systems comprised of professionals
from INTA (National Institute of Agricultural Technologies), INAFCI (National
Institute of Family, Peasant and Indigenous Farming), SENASA (Food Safety
National Service) and the Direction of Agroecology of the Secretary of Agriculture,
Livestock and Fisheries (SAGyP). The objective of this team is to accompany and
strengthen national PGS experiences.

According to this PGS team, “PGS are appropriate tools for participatory
management of the quality of processes and products coming from family, peasant
and indigenous agriculture, agroecology, and biodynamic agriculture. They are
based on the active participation of stakeholders involved (producers, consumers,
public institutions, NGOs) and are built on trust, social networking, and
knowledge sharing. These systems, in addition to guaranteeing the organic quality
of products, constitute a strategy for strengthening production, marketing, and
consumption networks that contribute to Food Sovereignty.”

— This map aims to give visibility to the PGS in the Republic of Argentina. There are
45 PGS involving 814 families producing organic food according to agroecological
principles. In addition to individual PGS data, users can find aggregated data at
the provincial level for agroecological farms and areas.

In the last five years, many efforts and initiatives from different provinces in
Argentina have started to work on PGS. Today, these processes are identified and
supported by a multi-stakeholder platform and team, facilitating the networking
and empowerment of farmers and consumers, triggering an agroecological
transition in several territories.

— Colombia showcases the Familia de la Tierra SPG with 36 certified producers
covering 200 hectares, and the Red MAC Valle del Cauca - Alimentos de Vida,
with 247 producers in various areas of operation.

— Costa Rica is contributing to PGS with the Associacion Agroecoldgica del Valle
(AGROVA) and ACAPRO, affecting several certified producers.

— Cuba is in the development phase with SPG Cubano, while Ecuador has initiatives
such as SPG de la Red de Guardianes de Semillas and Probio PGS.

— Paraguay showcases the extensive APRO initiative, with 1,000 certified producers
covering 1’637 hectares, highlighting the region's widespread commitment to
sustainable and participatory agricultural practices.

— Finally, Uruguay is part of the movement with the Red de Agroecologia, involving
500 certified producers over 550 hectares.

The diverse and widespread adoption of PGS in Latin America reflects a collective
effort towards organic and sustainable agriculture.

Africa

In Africa, there are 37 PGS initiatives involving 7°736 certified producers and 27°643
producers in total. The total certified area in Africa is 34'110 hectares, highlighting the
increasing significance of PGS in the region.
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The landscape of Participatory Guarantee Systems (PGS) in Africa is diverse and
dynamic, with several countries actively engaged in the development and
implementation of these systems.

— In Benin, the VIVA MATEKPO initiative is operational, with 105 certified
producers covering 72 hectares.

— In Burkina Faso, the BioSPG CNABio-BF is operational, with 1°476 producers
covering 180 hectares.

— InKenya, the Kenya Organic Agriculture Network (KOAN) is a major player,
with 1’587 producers covering 1,078 hectares.

— Meanwhile, Nigeria's NOAN PGS is up and running with 706 certified producers,
while Namibia's Namibian Organic Association PGS covers an impressive 26°502
hectares with 9 certified producers.

—  South Africa presents a rich tapestry of PGS initiatives, such as the SPG FENAB
"BIO SENEGAL", involving 500 producers, and the SWISSAID Tanzania PGS,
involving 897 producers on 1°231 hectares.

— In Uganda, the National Organic Agricultural Movement of Uganda PGS is
actively contributing to the PGS landscape.

These examples underscore the continent's commitment to sustainable and

participatory agricultural practices through the widespread adoption of PGS.

Asia

Asia plays a prominent role in the global landscape of PGS initiatives, with 64’531 such

programmes. This represents a staggering, 160°049 certified producers and a broad

engagement of 1'724'687 individuals. The area of certified land in Asia reaches
1°055'284 hectares, representing a significant commitment to sustainable agricultural
practices.

A comprehensive overview of Participatory Guarantee Systems (PGS) in Asian

countries shows that several countries are actively engaged in developing and

implementing these systems.

— Cambodia shows ongoing efforts with multiple PGS initiatives such as PGS
Kampong Thom, Prey Veng, Natural Agriculture Village PGS (Kandal), and
Caritas Cambodia PGS, indicating a growing interest in participatory guarantee
schemes in the country.

— India is emerging as a key player in the PGS landscape, with operational
initiatives such as Parnanetra Organic PGS, CSA PGS Regional Council, PGS
India, and PGS Organic Council (PGS-OC) having a significant impact on
thousands of certified producers.

— Meanwhile, South Korea's Hansalim PGS stands out as a large-scale operational
initiative involving 780 producers and 2200 individuals.

Overall, this comprehensive overview highlights the diverse and growing landscape of

PGS initiatives across Asia, and demonstrates the commitment of these nations to

sustainable and participatory agricultural practices.

FiBL & IFOAM — Organics International (2024): The World of Organic Agriculture. Frick and Bonn 125



Participatory Guarantee Systems

Europe

In Europe, 16 PGS initiatives contribute to the certification of 1’647 producers, involving
3’262 individuals. The certified area in Europe is 4’470 hectares, reflecting the region's
commitment to sustainable and certified agricultural practices.

In Europe, a variety of Participatory Guarantee Systems (PGS) initiatives are shaping
sustainable and organic agriculture. Belgium, for example, hosts the Voedselteams PGS
with 180 certified producers, demonstrating a commitment to operational and true
participatory guarantees.

In Spain, the SAES - Sello Agro Eco Social initiative is working with 18 certified
producers, contributing to the operational PGS landscape in the region.

Taken together, these initiatives demonstrate a commitment to promoting sustainable,
community-based farming practices in the European context, showing a growing trend
towards the adoption of participatory guarantee systems in European countries.

Oceania

Turning to Oceania, 11 PGS initiatives involve 724 certified producers and 3260 individuals.

The certified area in Oceania is 13,415 hectares, highlighting the region's progress in

promoting sustainable agriculture.

In Oceania, various countries are actively involved in Participatory Guarantee Systems

(PGS) to promote organic agriculture.

— In Australia, SCPA Organics has 1'500 hectares of operational grazing land and
certifies 14 producers.

—  The Cook Islands has successful operational PGS initiatives such as Natura Kuki
Airani, which covers 4 hectares of pasture and certifies 17 producers.

— Fiji is making progress with operational projects such as Organic Rotuma (11
hectares, 54 producers) and Bula Batiki Association (43 hectares, 43 producers). In
addition, Fiji has initiatives such as FRIEND Fiji PGS (64 hectares, 293 producers)
and Cicia Organic Island PGS (37287 hectares, 180 producers), which are making a
significant contribution to the PGS landscape. French Polynesia and New
Caledonia are active participants with operational initiatives such as SPG Bio
Fetia and Bio Calédonia PGS.

— New Zealand has its Organic Farm New Zealand initiative, which has certified
130 hectares of grazing land.

These efforts underscore the region's growing momentum in embracing participatory

guarantee schemes for sustainable and organic agriculture.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the global landscape of PGS in 2023 shows a remarkable collective effort,
with 64’740 initiatives spanning continents, involving 188’709 certified producers, and
involving 1'823'525 individuals. Global trends indicate a positive shift towards organic
and community-based agricultural practices with the widespread adoption of PGS
initiatives.
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General notes on the data
Every three years, IFOAM - Organics International conducts a global PGS survey. In 2022, the survey was
conducted using the Global Map of PGS initiatives, bilateral remote communication with PGS initiatives
coordinators, online national databases, and direct communication with competent authorities and PGS
experts. No comprehensive survey was done in 2023. For some PGS initiatives, no new data was received;

Participatory G

ntee Systems

therefore, data from the previous year was used. PGS initiatives that have not submitted data for the past

five years were considered to be no longer active and thus excluded from the current statistics.

In countries where PGS are recognised under the national organic regulation, data collected and published
by competent authorities was used. This is the case in Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica, and India. Mexico
and Peru also recognise PGS and general information is available online for those initiatives that are

recognised by the competent authority, but many initiatives in both countries have been operational for years
and are not included in the official registries, so additional data provided by local PGS experts and organic

stakeholders was used, in addition to the official information available online.

Table 20: Participatory Guarantee Systems by Worldwide 2022

Source: IFOAM survey 2023. Please note that the 2022 data shown here, originally published in the 2023 edition of
“The World of Organic Agriculture”’ have been revised.

Country Number of Number of Operational Initiatives PGS-certified
producers producers initiatives under land [ha]
certified involved development
Africa 7736 27’643 37 13 34110
Benin 472 805 2 0 236
Burkina Faso 864 1’476 | 0 180
Burundi 4820 0 |
Cameroon 40 160 | 0
Ethiopia 30 0 |
Ghana 36 500 | | 120
Guinea 59 0 |
Ivory Coast 35 0 |
Kenya 1’078 1’587 | 0 1442
Mali 250 1’352 | 0 112
Morocco 55 6l | 0 352
Mozambique 167 167 | 0 0
Namibia 5 9 | 0 26'502
Nigeria 706 706 | 0 45
Rwanda 0 158 0 |
Sao Tome and Principe 13 40 | 0 2
Senegal 306 500 | 0 382
South Africa 386 4244 14 4 523
Tanzania 2’320 2716 5 | 3’605
Togo 573 979 3 2 603
Uganda 450 7224 | 0
Zimbabwe 15 15 | 0 [3
Asia 160’049 1’724°687 64’531 32 1’055°284
Bangladesh 123 0 | 0
Bhutan 100 0 |
Cambodia 26 132 0 7 2
China 1'129 0 3
India 145’090 1’66005 1 64'475 0 1°035'847
Indonesia 369 558 2 0 136
Japan 6 8 | 0 2
Kyrgyzstan 1097 3000 | 0 2’667
Laos 334 500 2 | 773
Malaysia 26 115 | 0
Mongolia 6 35 2 0 4
Myanmar 304 304 | 0 379

! Willer, Helga; Schlatter, Bernhard and Travnicek, Jan (Eds.) (2023): The World of Organic Agriculture.
Statistics and Emerging Trends 2023. Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL and IFOAM - Organics
International, Frick and Bonn. Available at https://orgprints.org/id/eprint/45973/
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Country Number of Number of Operational Initiatives PGS-certified
producers producers initiatives under land [ha]
certified involved development
Nepal 7T 301 7 5 15
Philippines 229 715 I 9 363
South Korea 780 2200 | 0 207
Sri Lanka 408 837 | 2 224
Taiwan 233 729 2 0 500
Thailand 10251 52'308 15 0 12'432
Vietnam 719 1’542 9 3 1'733
Europe 1’647 3°262 16 8 4470
Belgium 90 224 2 0 0
Bosnia 5 0 |
Czech Republic 8 15
France 1’064 2298 3 | 250
Germany 38 38 0 | 2’670
Italy 237 347 2 2 1’368
Spain 210 305 9 2 92
Turkey 30 0 | 90
Latin America 17787 63797 144 6 16214
Argentina 20 40 | | 170
Belize 12 30 0 |
Bolivia 262 1’720 45 0 107
Brazil 8'908 9'054 29 0 2’564
Chile 264 264 24 0 908
Colombia 373 664 [3 0 1’530
Costa Rica 69 74 7 0 187
Cuba 3712 0 | 0
Ecuador 657 1’897 5 0 80
El Salvador 18 18 | 0
Guatemala 25 50 | 0 |
Honduras 0 |
Mexico 205 360 6 2 975
Paraguay 320 I’z 2 0 1’655
Peru 6’519 44’302 16 0 7487
Uruguay 135 500 | 0 550
North America 766 876 1 1 8’440
Puerto Rico 10 0 |
United States of America 766 866 | 0 8'440
Oceania 724 3’260 11 5 13’415
Australia 17 28 | 2 2202
Cook Islands 4 17 23
Fiji 303 875 5 2 9’166
French Polynesia 67 115 | 0 323
New Caledonia 155 240 | 0 1’676
New Zealand 130 130 | 0
Samoa 190 0 |
Solomon Islands 48 54 | 0 25
Vanuatu 1’611 | 0 0
Total 188’709 1’823’525 64’740 65 1’131°933
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Africa: Organic share of total agricultural land

More than 0% B More than 5%

Map 2: Organic agricultural land in the countries of Africa 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024 based on information from the private sector, certifiers, governments, and the
Mediterranean Organic Agricultural Network (MOAN) for the Mediterranean countries
For detailed data sources, see annex, page 335.
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Developments in Organic Agriculture in Africa

DAVID M. AMUDAVI,! VENANCIA WAMBUA,2 ALEX MUTUNGI,? CHARITON
NAMUWOZA,* MGETA DAUD,5 OLUGBENGA O. ADEOLUWAS$ AND
FRANCIS NSANGA?

Introduction

Ecological Organic Agriculture (EOA) in Africa has continued to receive attention from
various stakeholders, including farmers, practitioners, researchers, policymakers, and
others, particularly in the wake of shocks caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the war
in Ukraine, conflicts in the Middle East, and other environmental crises. Various studies
conducted on organic and conventional systems have demonstrated the potential of
EOA to contribute to food security and nutrition, restore land degradation, alleviate
poverty, mitigate climate change, and enhance resilience, among other socioeconomic
and environmental benefits. Some of these aspects were central to the 1+ Eastern Africa
Agroecology Conference (EAAC) held in March 2023. Presentations at the conference
highlighted the growth of EOA, the momentum it has gained, and the progress in
organic policy adoption in countries such as Uganda and Tanzania.

The Ecological Organic Agriculture Initiative (EOA-I)

The Ecological Organic Agriculture Initiative (EOA-I), supported by the African Union
(AU), the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), and the Swedish
Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC), among others, has reached out to numerous
smallholder farmers across Africa. The initiative aims to integrate EOA into national
agricultural production systems by 2025, to enhance agricultural productivity, food
security, market access, and sustainable development in Africa. This objective will be
achieved by scaling up ecologically and organically sound strategies and practices
through activities such as institutional capacity development, scientific innovations,
market system development, public policies and programs, outreach and
communication, efficient coordination, networking, and partnerships in Africa.

2.5 million farmers reached

Based on the 2023 data, approximately 2.5 million farmers (42 percent women, 58
percent men) received information and knowledge about Ecological Organic
Agriculture (EOA) to promote the adoption of organic farming. In addition, 1,281 value

! Dr. David Amudavi, EOA-I Project Coordinator, Biovision Africa Trust, Nairobi, Kenya

2 Venancia Wambua, EOA-I Project Manager, Biovision Africa Trust, Nairobi, Kenya

3 Alex Mutungi, EOA-I Secretariat Coordinator - Biovision Africa Trust, Nairobi, Kenya

4 Chariton Namuwoza, President, African Organic Network (AfrONet), Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania

5 Mgeta Daud, Senior Project Coordinator- African Organic Network (AfrONet), Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania

¢ Olugbenga O. AdeOluwa, Network of Organic Agriculture Research in Africa (NOARA), c/o Department of
Soil Resources Management, University of Ibadan, Nigeria

7 Francis Nsanga Project Manager KCOA-KHEA, Biovision Africa Trust, Nairobi, Kenya
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chain actors, including transporters, input suppliers, marketers, and consumers, were
provided with various types of EOA information. This information and knowledge
encompassed diverse areas such as crop management, soil fertility management,
organic seed production and management, value addition, market intelligence, and
organic standards and certification. The capacity of approximately 10,000 farmers to
embrace EOA and agroecological practices was enhanced through training and field
exchange events organized at national and continental levels by the implementing
partners and executing agencies of EOA-L

Forty-six knowledge products validated and availed to farmers

Knowledge management, achieved through the development and dissemination of
knowledge products, plays a pivotal role in promoting the adoption of EOA. In this
context, a total of 54 EOA knowledge products were created, with 46 of them being
validated, packaged, and disseminated. These knowledge products cover a wide range
of areas, including soil fertility management (preparation of quality manure and
vermicompost), crop protection (crop rotation, mixed cropping, companion cropping),
water harvesting and management, value addition in various agricultural enterprises,
organic standards and certification, and livestock management.

EOA practices adopted by farmers.

In addition to knowledge about organic technologies and practices, the adoption rates
of EOA practices and technologies were reported at 94.19 percent. The 9 countries
where EOA is implemented reported positive adoption results. Mali led with the
highest rate of farmer adoption at 99.7 percent, closely followed by Tanzania (99.6
percent) and Nigeria (99.0 percent). Uganda reported the lowest adoption rate at 86.8
percent.

Various communication pathways were used to stimulate adoption, including
knowledge databases, farmer field days, exchange visits, training events, workshops,
trade fairs, social media platforms (especially YouTube, Twitter, and Facebook), and
websites. The multiplier approach involved training facilitators who, in turn, trained
larger numbers of value chain actors.

A total of 202 value chain actors (128 male, 75 females, 44 youths) were reported to have
adopted various EOA practices along the value chain. Various value chains were
promoted, including herbs, honey, chia seeds, millet, sesame, vegetables (such as
tomatoes, onions, fonio, carrots, and potatoes), and fruits (including plantains, bananas,
pineapples, and strawberries). The number of farmers meeting organic market
standards increased by 375, enabling them to access 40 different organic markets.

Proportion of agricultural land under EOA

According to 2023 data, there was a 37 percent increase in proportion of land under
organic farming in the 9 countries EOA Phase II started compared to 2020 where the
land increase was only at 6 percent. Benin (41 percent) and Ethiopia (40 percent) had
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the highest increase in proportion of organic land under cultivation with Uganda
reporting the least at 1 percent in 2023. 1

Increase in incomes of EOA farmers

In 2023, EOA farmers, on average, earned an annual income of 634 US dollars,?
reflecting a 19 percent increase compared to the previous year. Kenya reported the
highest increase in income among its farmers at 41 percent. Benin and Ethiopia had the
highest reported incomes by farmers, with figures of 1'431.7 US dollars and 969.0 US
dollars, respectively. Tanzania reported the lowest earnings at 113.0 US dollars. These
increases can be attributed to the supportive structures in the establishment of organic
markets, the formation of Participatory Guarantee System Groups (PGS), and extension
support aimed at boosting the production volumes of organic products by farmers.

The volumes of EOA crops and livestock produced per year in 2023 increased by 39
percent, surpassing the previous year's increase of 36 percent.

Achievements at the national level

In November 2023, the Tanzania Organic Agriculture Movement (TOAM), operating
under the EOA umbrella, hosted the 3rd National Ecological Organic Agriculture
Conference in Dodoma. The conference brought together 200 delegates from the
Eastern Africa region with the aim of accelerating existing initiatives and processes to
transition EOA from dialogue to concrete actions and measurable results at the national
level. The event also addressed policy-related issues and actions intended to support
EOA in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). During the conference,
the Tanzania Ecology Organic Agriculture Strategy was officially launched, marking a
significant milestone for the development of EOA in the Eastern Africa region.

Achievements at the regional level

In March 2023, the Biovision Africa Trust (BvAT), along with its regional partners - the
Ministry of Agriculture & Livestock Development, the Kenya Organic Agriculture
Network (KOAN), the Biodiversity and Biosafety Association of Kenya (BIBA-Kenya),
the Inter Sectoral Forum on Agrobiodiversity and Agroecology (ISFAA) and Pelum
Kenya - convened the 1st Eastern Africa Agroecology Conference. The conference
brought together over 500 stakeholders, including farmers, farmer associations, civil
society organizations, private companies, academia, strategic partners, donors, and
national and international NGOs.

The EOA partners continued to strengthen their collaborations with Regional Economic
Communities (RECs). The EOA-I Regional Secretariat for Eastern Africa actively
engaged with the East Africa Community (EAC) to develop a joint agroecology
strategy. Additionally, the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)

! Editors’ note: Please note that some of the area data presented here include wild collection. Please also note
that some of the data presented here differ from the data in other parts of this book.
21.06 US dollars corresponded do 1 euro in 2023.
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provided support for the development of regional policies and resource mobilization
in favour of EOA in West Africa.

The African Union Commission (AUC), the Southern African Development
Community (SADC), and the EOA Initiative Secretariat organized a webinar that
attracted more than 200 stakeholder organizations from Southern Africa. The aim of
this webinar was to establish the EOA-I Southern Africa Regional Platform. Currently,
the EOA-I has two active regional platforms in Western and Eastern Africa, and there
are plans in progress to strengthen the Central Africa regional platform and establish
Northern and Southern Africa platforms.

Policy works at the continental level

The EOA Initiative of the African Union, under the guidance of the African Union
Commission-Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, Blue Economy, and
Sustainable Environment (AUC-DARBE), chaired the Continental Steering Committee
(CSQ). This initiative has achieved significant policy milestones, including the reporting
of the status and progress of the AU Decision on Organic Agriculture for the first time
in the 3rd Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP)
Biennial Review Report (2015-2021).

Further advancements have been made in the 4th CAADP Biennial Review, where three
parameters related to EOA/Agroecology under the indicator, share of agriculture land
under sustainable land and water management including Climate Smart Agriculture
(CSA) practices (SSLWM) were adopted, data were collected from the countries, and
they have been included in the current analysis. The Farmer Managed Seed System
(FMSS) cluster received substantial support from the 3rd Steering Committee of the
African Seed and Biotechnology Partnership Platform (ASBPP), which endorsed a
scoping study to review and update the existing knowledge on seed systems in Africa,
with a particular focus on the informal sector and FMSS. This study is being supported
and commissioned by the European Commission International Partnerships (DG
INTPA)!.

Parameter 3.1i d: Organic fertilizer use

Indicator 3.1i in the CAADP Biennial Review process tracks total fertilizer use,
including organic fertilizers, in kilograms without specifying nutrient breakdowns. It's
important to note that organic fertilizer data can't be mixed with inorganic fertilizer
data based on nutrients but only by weight, which can be more complex to track.

Among 47 Member States submitting data, 21 provided complete datasets for the first
time. Six countries reported varying organic fertilizer use in 2022 and these included
Rwanda (5,684 kg/ha), Togo (623 kg/ha) and Rep. A. Saharawi (194 kg/ha), Egypt (98
kg/ha), Burundi (55 kg/ha), and Ethiopia (38 kg/ha). The remaining 15 countries

! This will be coordinated by the Development Smart Innovation Through Research in Agriculture (DeSIRA)
Initiative for Agri-Food Systems Transformation at Wageningen University.
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reported lower volumes, ranging between 1 and 3 kg of organic fertilizer per ha. The
other 26 countries either had no data on organic fertilizers, or reported zero kg of
fertilizers, between 2015 and 2022.

Methods for estimating organic fertilizer quantities vary, with some countries reporting
farm-level compost use and others commercialized products. Mainstreaming organic
fertilizer use is crucial for soil health and sustainability.

Developing standardized nutrient measurement procedures and farmer training can
improve and sustain soil health, authenticate organic fertilizers, and enhance
transparency in the industry.

Parameter 3. lviii: Seed performance index and status of farmer managed seed systems
in national seed policy instruments and institutional arrangements

A total of 43 countries reported that there is some form of national discussion
concerning Farmer Managed Seed Systems (FMSS). Among them, 18 countries
documented progress exceeding 70 percent, indicating the presence of enabling
conditions like policies, strategies, proclamations, ordinances, investments, or
programs. In the remaining countries, there was partial recognition of FMSS by the
governments.

Parameter 6. lii: Agriculture area under Ecological Organic and Agroecological (EOA)
practices in hectares

A total of 33 African countries, representing 60 percent, have reported the proportion
of agricultural land dedicated to Ecological Organic Agriculture (EOA) or Agroecology.
Botswana had the largest area under EOA, with 25.6 million hectares, while Liberia
reported the smallest, with just 2 hectares. However, there were significant variations
in the way countries reported this indicator.

Among the nine project countries under Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) support, Mali reported the highest EOA land at 3.2 million hectares,
followed by Benin Ethiopia and Morocco with each having 1.0 million hectares, Uganda
(5057000 hectares), Tanzania (286°000 hectares), Kenya (123'000 hectares), and Nigeria
(58’000 hectares). Other countries with substantial EOA land included Tunisia
(3257000 hectares), Egypt (116’000 hectares), and South Africa (97000 hectares).
Countries with smaller EOA land included Cameroon (1'969 hectares), Mozambique
(17404 hectares), and Equatorial Guinea (510 hectares). The 60 percent reporting success
rate for this parameter highlights the availability of EOA data, with room for
improvement to achieve 100 percent reporting in the future.!

These developments signify progress towards integrating EOA into National
Agricultural Investment Plans (NAIPs) and Regional Agricultural Investments Plans
(RAIPs) by 2025, as outlined in the current EOA Initiative Strategic Plan. Preparations
are underway to review and develop a strategy for the 2025-2035 period, supported by

1 Editors” note: Please note that some of the area data presented here include wild collection. Please also note
that some of the data presented here differ from the data in other parts of this book.
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the European Commission International Partnerships (DG INTPA) through Desira-Lift
Initiative.

It's important to note that the EOA Initiative Strategic Plan aligns with discussions on
post-Malabo! and the future of the CAADP Biennial Review Report, both spanning a
ten-year period (2025-2035). This presents an opportunity to harmonize the EOA
Initiative with post-Malabo outcomes.

The Knowledge Centre for Organic Agriculture and Agroecology in Africa
The Knowledge Centre for Organic Agriculture & Agroecology in Africa (KCOA) is
part of the German BMZ's? initiative "ONE World — No Hunger." The project is

motivated by the multifunctional and sustainability-enhancing aspects of
EOA/agroecology, which result in the following benefits:

—  They promote soil health, increase water and CO2 storage in soils, and enhance
the resilience of agricultural systems (ecological sustainability).

—  They enhance the availability of healthy, high-quality food in local markets, even
in rural areas, thereby addressing food security.

—  They establish organic and agroecological value chains that create employment
opportunities for rural populations, particularly youth and women, contributing
to economic sustainability.

— They foster sustainability by reducing reliance on synthetic fertilizers and
pesticides, decreasing dependence on fossil fuels, and mitigating price
fluctuations (economic sustainability).

— They empower and offer prospects for rural communities by gathering,
processing, and disseminating knowledge on EOA/agroecology, thereby
supporting social sustainability.

The project is coordinated by the German Agency for International Cooperation (GIZ)

and aims to strengthen actors in regional knowledge hubs and their networks across

Eastern, Southern, West, North, and Central Africa, with the goal of promoting organic
agriculture and agroecology. The regional hubs are located as follows:

—  West Africa: Senegal, Benin, Gambia, Mali, and Nigeria

— Eastern Africa: Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, and Madagascar

! The Heads of States and Government of the African Union, who met in June 2014, in Malabo, Equatorial
Guinea adopted two Decisions and two Declarations which directly relate to “Comprehensive Africa
Agriculture Development Programme” CAADP and Africa's agricultural transformation and food security
agenda in the 2015-2025 decade. More information about the Malabo Declaration can be found at
https://www.nepad.org/caadp/publication/synthesis-of-malabo-declaration-caad p-and-other-related-au-
decisions

2 BMZ is the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (Bundesministerium fiir
wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung). More information is available on
https://www.bmz.de/en.
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—  Southern Africa: Zambia, Namibia, South Africa, and Malawi

— Northern Africa: Egypt, Morocco, and Tunisia

—  Central Africa: Hub based in Cameroon

The integration of these five regional knowledge hubs is addressed through four main
strategies (for further details, refer to Amudavi et al. 2023): the Integrated Knowledge
Management Systems Strategy, the Dissemination and Capacity Building Strategy, the
Market Systems Development and Networking Strategy and the Advocacy Strategy.
Multiple activities of the regional knowledge hubs

So far, the project has achieved the following milestones:

—  Reached 5 million farmers and value chain stakeholders across Africa.

—  Connected 500 organizations in the organic sector.

—  Created over 6’000 knowledge products in over 20 languages for 20 countries.

— Assisted 1’700 businesses with PGS certification.

— Trained 470°000 farmers and their families.

—  Trained 5000 multipliers, including 150 master trainers, in 18 countries.

The Continental Digital Knowledge Platform is gaining traction, serving as a platform

to disseminate relevant knowledge on organic agriculture and facilitate web-based
networking with international and regional organizations, initiatives, and networks.

Examples of initiatives by the regional knowledge hubs include:

—  The Knowledge Hub for Organic Agriculture and Agroecology in North Africa
(KHNA) promoting the "Farms 4 Climate" program in Egypt, certifying small
farms converting to organic practices and achieving significant CO2 savings and
storage.

—  The Knowledge Hub for Organic Agriculture and Agroecology in West Africa
(KHWA) organizing "Week-End Bio" events in Senegal to promote organic food
distribution and raise awareness about organic farming and healthy diets, with
plans to expand to Mali, Benin, and Nigeria.

— The Knowledge Hub for Organic Agriculture & Agroecology in Eastern Africa
(KHEA) initiating the "Farmers' Caravan" involving trained farmers and
multipliers visiting organic farms to exchange ideas and promote organic
agriculture, reaching over 2’000 farmers and launching the "Know What You Eat"
campaign to increase awareness of organic food.

—  The Knowledge Hub for Organic Agriculture & Agroecology in Southern Africa
(KHSA) training 20 pollinator-multipliers, 18 PGS groups, and 345 farmers in
South Africa as part of the "Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) Pollinator

Programme" to support local food systems and organic growers.
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—  The Knowledge Hub for Organic Agriculture in North Africa leads in the number
of knowledge products uploaded on the continental digital knowledge platform,
followed by the Knowledge Hub for Organic Agriculture Eastern Africa (KHEA),
which has the highest number of knowledge products validated for future
upload.

Governance and institutional development

New SDC-supported Agroecology Promotion Programme (APP)

The Continental Steering Committee (CSC), chaired by the African Union (AU),
continued to provide support and oversight for the implementation of the African
Union Decision on Organic Agriculture in Africa. The 19th and 20th CSC meetings took
place in July and December 2023 at the African Union Commission’s Headquarters in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and Kigali, Rwanda, respectively.

During the July meeting, the CSC was informed about the conclusion of the EOA Phase
II in April 2024, supported by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
(SDC). A concept note for a new Agroecology Promotion Programme (APP) was
presented, which will be executed in Sub-Saharan Africa and South-East Asia. The new
program involves new partners, including the Agroecology Coalition and IFOAM -
Organics International, with Biovision Africa Trust overseeing the grant for the Sub-
Saharan component over four years.

Additionally, the AUC and the EOA Initiative Secretariat organized the 20th CSC
meeting in Kigali to support the hosting of the 5th Africa Organic Conference held from
December 12 to 15, 2023. Within the conference organization, the AUC and its EOA-I
Secretariat managed the policy track.

Implementation of EOA in Africa: Current and future activities

The African Union-supported Continental Steering Committee (CSC) of the EOA-I
continued to provide strategic guidance and support for the implementation of EOA in
Africa despite the ongoing challenges posed by COVID-19. The 17th and 18th African
Union CSC meetings were conducted in South Africa and Kenya, respectively.

In 2022, several significant decisions and resolutions were made. These included the
establishment of a continental EOA multi-stakeholder platform, which will be led by
the EOA-I Secretariat and AfrONet. Additionally, a resource mobilization strategy was
developed to extend support for EOA initiatives beyond Eastern and West Africa,
encompassing all five regions of the continent. Streamlining the organization of the
African Organic Conference was another important decision.

Furthermore, the CSC endorsed two studies to be conducted in 2023 by Biovision Africa
Trust, with support from the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC).
These studies aimed to assess the status of EOA initiatives across the continent and
explore the role of youth in agroecology.
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Data on the status of organic agriculture

Efforts to gather reliable organic agriculture data in Africa are ongoing, including the
development of indicators integrated into reporting processes and a commissioned
study to assess EOA initiatives and improve data collection for the future.

These indicators encompass:

—  The presence of a national policy supported by budgetary allocation.

—  The existence and implementation of organic regulations.

— The availability of national standards and certification.

—  Government support for the organic sector.

— The involvement of civil society in EOA sector development.

—  The performance of both domestic and export EOA markets.

Additionally, a study commissioned by the African Union, the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation (SDC) and Biovision Africa Trust has been initiated to
assess EOA initiatives, programs, and projects across Africa. This study samples the
five regions for Malabo-compliant National Agricultural Investment Plans and
Regional Agricultural Investment Plans related to the African Union Decision on
organic agriculture. The process aims to improve future EOA data collection and
availability.

Achievements by the African Organic Network (AfrONet)

AfrONet, the continental umbrella organization of African organic actors, was founded
in 2012 to lead, unite, network, and foster the growth of the African organic sector. Its
focus includes policy dialogue, capacity building, information dissemination, and
support for organic value chain development and trade. AfrONet collaborates with
national, regional, and continental networks, movements, and associations to advance
organic agriculture across Africa. As a member of IFOAM - Organics International,
AfrONet actively engages with key actors on the continent.

Regional Networks

AfrONet has established connections with regional networks such as the Southern
African Network for Organic Development (SANOD) and the IFOAM Southern
African Network (ISAN). Other relevant regional networks include the West Africa
Organic  Network  (WAfrONet) and  National = Organic  Agriculture
Movements/Networks (NOAMs) in Central and Eastern Africa, as well as the emerging
Northern Africa cluster. AfrONet has initiated the establishment of a National Organic
Agriculture Movement (NOAM) in Egypt, a crucial step toward strengthening its
presence in North Africa. The "Organic Egypt project” is expected to transition into a
NOAM by 2024 and collaborate with the Moroccan Interprofessional Federation for
Organic Agriculture (FIMABIO). Together with the Organic Agriculture Movement in
Tunisia, these NOAMs aim to create a dynamic North Africa Organic Network
platform.
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AfrONet Memberships

Currently, AfrONet has NOAMs from 27 countries as members. The new AfrONet
strategic plan for 2023-2028 outlines a roadmap for establishing NOAMs in the
remaining 28 countries by 2028. To facilitate this, AfrONet has developed a guiding tool
for NOAM formation and strengthening, set to be operational from 2024. AfrONet has
played a pivotal role in convening networks, partners, and stakeholders through the
African Organic Conference.

Assessment of National Organic Agriculture Movements/Networks (NOAMS)

AfrONet has assessed National Organic Agriculture Movements/Networks across the
continent to evaluate their capacity to provide technical support and strengthen their
operations. This online process has informed the development of AfrONet's five-year
strategic plan for 2023-2028.

Upcoming West African Organic Conferences

The 7th West African Organic Conference is scheduled for Senegal in 2024, with the 8th
edition planned for Togo in 2026. These conferences are held biennially and
coordinated by the West African Organic Network.

The 5th Africa Organic Conference held in 2023

The African Organic Conference, a triennial gathering of organic practitioners in Africa,
took place successfully in Kigali, Rwanda from December 12 to 15, 2023. The conference
convened 180 in-person attendees in Kigali, with an additional 120 participants joining
virtually from across Africa and beyond. The event focused on critical issues related to
the advancement of organic agriculture in Africa under the theme "Strengthening
Resilient and Sustainable Food Systems in Africa through Organic Agriculture.”
Rwanda Organic Agriculture Movement (ROAM) served as the host of the conference,
while AfrONet continued its role as the convener of this multi-stakeholder gathering.
The conference culminated in a "Call for Action" addressing several key concerns,
including: The adoption of Participatory Guarantee Systems (PGS) at continental,
regional, and national levels; quality control measures within organic production
systems; integration of organic farming practices across agricultural, trade,
environmental, and related sectors; long-term funding support for organic and
agroecological research and experiments in Africa; promotion of both domestic and
international markets for organic products and initiatives to halt the importation of
highly hazardous agricultural chemicals, prohibited globally and detrimental to
organic farming, into Africa.

Institutional Innovations for Organic Agriculture in Africa (IIABA) Project

The IIABA project, funded by the French Development Agency (AFD) and
implemented in Uganda, Morocco, and Tanzania from December 2019 to December
2023, introduced significant institutional innovations. These innovations encompassed:

— Identifying institutional innovations to scale up organic agriculture in Uganda,

Morocco, and Tanzania.
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—  Enhancing the capacities of AfrONet and its member organizations.

— Disseminating targeted institutional innovations to partner countries and within
AfrONet.

Project partners included the Moroccan Interprofessional Federation for Organic
Agriculture (FIMABio), the National Organic Agriculture Movement of Uganda
(NOGAMU), the Moroccan Network of Agroecology Initiatives (RIAM), the Tanzania
Organic Agriculture Movement (TOAM), the French Agricultural Research Centre for
International Development (CIRAD) and the French National Research Institute for
Agriculture, Food, and Environment (INRAE).

Under IIABA, three digital platforms for organic product sales were established.
NOGAMU in Uganda spearheaded local organic markets in Kampala and Entebbe. An
open-source software for PGS peer-review visits was developed and tested, and the
project organized the first PGS workshop for experience-sharing among members from
various African regions. UGOCERT, Uganda's organic certification body, was
revitalized with the training of fourteen new inspectors. The NOAMs Formation and
Strengthening Guide developed through IIABA will extend its impact beyond the
existing 27 African countries with NOAMs.

In the policy arena, IIABA supported three public policy studies in Tanzania, Uganda,
and Morocco, with the findings to be used for generating policy briefs to advocate for
policy changes favouring organic agriculture and agroecology. Additionally, the
project contributed to the 3rd National Ecological Organic Agriculture Conference
hosted by TOAM in Tanzania in 2023, resulting in the launch of the National Ecological
Organic Agriculture Strategy for Tanzania. The Tanzanian government committed to
appointing an Organic Agriculture focal person and allocating a budget to support the
organic sub-sector in the upcoming financial year.

The Network of Organic Agriculture Researchers in Africa (NOARA)

NOARA, the Network of Organic Agriculture Researchers in Africa (www.noara.bio),
continued its mission of spearheading African organic agriculture research, extension,
training, and value chain development, along with engaging in lobbying and advocacy
efforts for organic and ecological agriculture research at high levels. In 2023, NOARA
expanded its membership, welcoming new members from within and outside Africa,
including Europe and North America. The network now boasts over 400 members from
29 countries, all dedicated to advancing organic agriculture activities in Africa.
During the year, NOARA achieved several milestones, including the publication of
Volume 6 of the African Journal of Organic Agriculture and Ecology (AJOAE), which
can be accessed at  https://publications.noara.bio/current-journal-editions.
Additionally, the Proceedings of the 1st African Organic Research Conference are
available at https://publications.noara.bio/1st-afrorec.

NOARA embarked on the process of developing a demand-driven 10-year Organic
Agriculture Research Agenda for Africa. This initiative began with a roadmap for
facilitating National Organic Research Dialogues in various African countries, guided
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by comprehensive research questions designed to address identified research gaps in
collaboration with multiple stakeholders in the organic agriculture sector.

Furthermore, NOARA played a pivotal role in hosting the Continental Planning
Committee for the 5th African Organic Conference (AOC) and led the Research Track
of the conference held in Kigali, Rwanda from December 12 to 15, 2023. The network
also partnered with the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL and made a
presentation in the Science Agenda segment of the 2023 Biofach event. Additionally,
NOARA actively supported AfrONet's bid for the Agroecology Programme by the
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and participated in the
inaugural Asia Organic Innovation Summit held in Xichong, China.

Conclusion

Regions and countries are re-evaluating their approaches to redesign their food systems
in response to emerging global challenges. Consequently, based on scientific and
practical evidence, various stakeholders in Africa, in collaboration with development
partners, are directing their efforts toward investing in systems, innovations, and
opportunities that promote sustainable food systems, ultimately enhancing the
productivity, resilience, and profitability of smallholder farming systems across the
continent. These investments encompass research, the development of ecologically
sustainable practices, and initiatives aimed at cultivating markets for organic produce,
all of which contribute to the establishment of sustainable food systems in Africa.

Realizing a brighter future for the organic sector necessitates the commitment of
governments, farmers and their organizations, development partners, and the private
sector to allocate resources to research, policy development, and programs that create
platforms for sharing experiences, learning, and collaboration. This collaborative effort
lays the foundation for poverty reduction and ensures sustainable, long-term food and
nutrition security in Africa.
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Organic Agriculture in Africa: Key Facts and Figures
JAN TRAVNICEK,! BERNHARD SCHLATTER2 AND HELGA WILLER3

In 2022, the organic sector’s development in Africa was characterised by continued
growth in all key indicators.

More than 2.7 million hectares of farmland were organic in Africa in 2022 - Uganda
had the largest area

In Africa, more than 2.7 million hectares were managed organically in 2022. Over 2.8
percent of the world’s organic farmland was in Africa. With more than 505’000 hectares,
Uganda had the largest farmland area under organic management, followed by
Tanzania (over 313’000 hectares), Ethiopia (over 238000 hectares) and Tunisia (nearly
228’000 hectares). Nearly half of Africa’s organic farmland was in these four countries.

African organic farmland increased by more than 392’903 hectares

Organic land increased by more than 127'500 hectares in Africa in 2022, representing
an increase of 4.9 percent. In the decade 2013 to 2022, organic farmland grew by 127
percent and thus at a faster rate as global organic farmland.

Sao Tome and Prince is the country with the highest organic area share in Africa

Organic farmland in Africa constituted 0.2 percent of the total agricultural land of the
continent and was thus below the global organic area share of 2.0 percent in 2022.

The country with the highest organic area share was Sao Tomé and Principe, with an
impressive share of 21.1 percent, thus making it on the world list of 21 countries with
an organic area share of more than 10 percent of total farmland (and one of the four
countries with a higher area share of 20 percent). Sao Tomé and Principe was followed
by Sierra Leone and Réunion, which both had an organic farmland share of nearly
5 percent.

Key crops grown are textile crops, cocoa, coffee, nuts and olives

More than half of the organic farmland in Africa is for permanent crops (1'603'945).
Among the key crops was cocoa (312’857 hectares), mainly from Sierra Leone and
Democratic Republic of Congo, coffee (264’488 hectares) mainly from Ethiopia and nuts
(257"737 hectares) mainly from Kenya, Burkina Faso and Cote d'Ivoire.

Arable land accounted for approximately 34 percent of total organic land in Africa in
2021. Among the key crops were textile crops (318’101 hectares) mainly from Tanzania,
oilseeds (264'487hectares) mainly from Togo, and root crops (66'303 hectares).

Jan Travnicek, Czech Organics, Staré Mésto, Czech Republic, www.czechorganics.com
2 Bernhard Schlatter, Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, Frick, Switzerland, www fibl.org
3Dr. Helga Willer, Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, Frick, Switzerland, www. fibl.org
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Organic producers, processors and importers: Data situation not satisfactory

There were more than 975’000 organic producers in Africa, with the largest numbers in
Uganda (more than 400°000). More than a fifth of the world’s organic producers were
in Africa. Compared to 2021, almost 59°000 less (5.7 percent down) organic producers
were counted, mainly due to a significant decrease of number of producers in Tanzania.
However, not all certifiers — who are the main source for data from Africa - provide
data on the number of individual producers; hence it may be assumed that the number
of producers is higher than the number shown in this report. A total of 1’302 exporters
and 1’595 processers were counted. Again, reporting is not consistent over the years,
and the data is not complete.

Retail sales: Data almost non-existent

Organic retail sales for Africa do not exist. Kenya is the only country that provides data
occasionally. This does, however, not mean that there is no domestic market for organic
products in Africa. Many countries have developed local markets.

Organic exports — strong growth continued

While data on the domestic market are almost not non-existent, data on organic export
volumes in metric tons to the European Union, which is the major export market for
Africa, has been available since 2018. Export data to the US has been available even for
longer (since 2014) but are less significant (6 percent of EU/US organic exports from
Africa in 2022) and do not cover all export products.

Data show that in 2022 more than 555’000 metric tons of products were exported from
Africa to the EU and US, constituting 11 percent of all organic exports to these
countries/trade blocks. In the 5-year period 2018 to 2022, African exports increased by
almost 90 percent, thus considerably faster than global organic exports to the EU and
US, which grew by only 9 percent in the same period.

Togo is the largest exporter

The largest African exporter was Togo (more than 160’000 metric tons of products, 97
percent of which is soybeans), followed by Tunisia (59’000 metric tons, mainly olive oil)
and Egypt (41’000 metric tons, mainly potatoes and onions).

Soybeans are the most important export product

With more than 195’000 metric tons and more than 35 percent of the African organic
exports, soybeans and soybean products was the most important product group,
followed by oils (62’000 metric tons, mainly olive oil) and bananas (41’000 metric tons).

For detailed data on organic agriculture in Africa, please refer to the tables provided in the
Annex, section 2.1 Organic Agriculture in Africa: Tables, page 308.
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Organic Agriculture in Africa: Graphs

Africa: The ten countries with the largest organic

agricultural area 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024
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Figure 54: Africa: The ten countries with the largest organic agricultural area 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.

Africa: The ten countries with the highest organic share

of total agricultural land 2022
Source: FiBL survey 2024
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Figure 55: Africa: The countries with the highest organic share of total agricultural
land 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.
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Africa: Development of organic agricultural land
2000 - 2022

Source: FiBL-IFOAM-SOEL surveys 2001-2024
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Figure 56: Africa: Development of organic agricultural land 2000-2022
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Figure 57: Africa: Use of organic agricultural land 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024, based on information from the private sector, certifiers, and governments. For detailed data
sources, see annex, page 335.
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Africa: Key commodity groups exported
to the EU and US in 2022

Source: Traces/European Commission 2023, GATS/USDA 2023
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Figure 58: Africa: Commodities exported to the EU and US (export volume in MT)
Source: TRACES/European Commission, GATS/ USDA, compiled by FiBL. For detailed data sources, see annex, page 335.

Africa: Key EU and US export countries in 2022
Source: Traces/European Commission 2023, GATS/USDA 2023
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Figure 59: Africa: Key countries exporting to the EU and US (export volume in MT)
Source: TRACES/European Commission/GATS USDA, compiled by FiBL. For detailed data sources, see annex, page 335.
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Map 3: Organic agricultural land in the countries of Asia 2022

Source: FiBL survey 2024 based on information from the private sector, certifiers, governments, and the
Mediterranean Organic Agricultural Network (MOAN) for the Mediterranean countries
For detailed data sources, see annex, page 335.
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Developments in the Organic Sector in Asia

IFOAM - ORGANICS ASIA!

In 2023, the organic sector in Asia continued to experience significant developments.
The Chinese government made revisions to its organic product certification
regulations, with the new regulations taking effect on November 1, 2022. Additionally,
mutual recognition arrangements for organic product certification were established
between China and New Zealand.

South Korea faced challenges as government budget cuts affected funding for
environmentally friendly agriculture. Amendments were introduced to certification
processes to address concerns about unintentional contamination of organic products.

Bhutan implemented its Local Organic Assurance System, while India saw increasing
adoption of the Participatory Guarantee System (PGS). In Indonesia, the Indonesia
Organic Alliance introduced its own version of PGS called "PAMOR Indonesia."
Many countries in the region witnessed the rapid growth of private enterprises
involved in the organic market, particularly in Bangladesh.

Several governments launched comprehensive plans to support the organic sector.
Japan took a leading role by implementing Japan’s Sustainable Food Systems Strategy
(MeaDRI)? across 47 prefectures and recognizing ninety-one local municipalities as
"Organic Villages."

Kyrgyzstan established a comprehensive roadmap for the "Five Years of Action for the
Development of Mountain Regions" initiative, focusing on organic agriculture.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia developed an integrated support system for its organic
sector, encompassing legal, supervisory, technical, and logistical aspects.

These developments underline the growing significance of organic agriculture in Asia,
with various countries making strides in regulation, certification, and market
expansion.

1 IFOAM - Organics Asia, 2F, Chungbuk Organic Agriculture Research Institute, Seo-buri 751, Goesan-eup,
Goesan County, Chungbuk Province, South Korea, www.ifoamasia.org

2More information about Japan’s Sustainable Food Systems Strategy (MeaDRI) can be found here:
https://www jcpa.or.jp/english/meadri.html

148 FiBL & IFOAM — Organics International (2024): The World of Organic Agriculture. Frick and Bonn



Asia > Developments

Bangladesh

Mohammad Khurshid Alam' and Shaikh Tanveer Hossain?

There has been a noticeable surge in businesses related to organic products in recent
times. Ayurvedic, herbal, natural, and organic cosmetic products, predominantly
derived from botanical ingredients, are gaining popularity as people embrace eco-
friendly lifestyles. Many enterprises® have begun incorporating natural elements into
their commercial production processes. Products such as aloe vera gel, saffron
brightening gel, face packs made from Chandan wood, and saffron-infused goat's milk
are increasingly sought after for their beneficial effects on skin and hair quality.
Private companies are collaborating with new farmers to cultivate organic vegetables
within their tourist or holiday resorts, offering customers access to fresh organic
produce. A well-established company, Square Toiletries, has introduced two popular
organic products: "Maya All-Natural Scalp and Hair Oil" and "Marula Oil," both
derived from aromatic herbs.

Some eco-tourism sites and business entrepreneurs have ventured into organic product
manufacturing and initiated direct sales to customers from their farms. Visitors not only
purchase these products but also enjoy spending time on the farms as part of their
tourism experience. An exemplary success story is the Organic Farm and Eco-Park
Public Limited, located in the low-lying areas of the Chittagong Hill tracts.

In addition, organic sweet Mandarin orange orchards have been established, covering
an impressive 390 hectares in the south-western region of Bangladesh. These organic
products are now available at domestic grocery outlets and retail shops in major cities.
Similarly, organic cultivation of cashew nuts and coffee has commenced in hilly
regions, although the harvest is yet to materialize. These developments underscore the
growing trend towards organic and eco-friendly practices in Bangladesh.

Bhutan

Kesang Tshomo*
As of June 2023, Bhutan's organic agriculture sector has achieved notable progress:

The total area dedicated to organic agriculture has expanded to 14'099.54 acres (5’706
hectares), reflecting a commitment to sustainable farming practices.

Certification under both the Local Organic Assurance System (LOAS) and third-party
certification according to the Bhutan Organic Standard (BOS) has steadily increased,
signifying a growing adoption of organic practices.

! Dr. Mohammad Khurshid Alam, Principal Scientific Officer, Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute
(BARI), Bangladesh

2 Dr. Shaikh Tanveer Hossain, Director, policy and Strategy, IFOAM-Organics Asia

3 Ribana, Meena Herbal, Aarong Earth, Newfarmers, and Sosha Probortona.

4 Kesang Tshomo, Organic Sector Development Specialist, Programme Manager, National Organic Flagship
Programme, Department of Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture and Forests, Bhutan
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Bhutan has seen a rise in the number of products certified under the Bhutan Organic
Standard (BOS), totaling 65. Some of these certified products have made their way to
international markets, including Malaysia, Singapore, and Europe.

Crop production, wild collection of non-wood forest products, and rangeland
management have all experienced growth, driven by product diversification in the
market.

Several villages have been designated as model organic villages, employing an
innovative approach that combines organic conversion with economic development.
These villages are connected to markets and local processors, with support provided
for trial marketing to the private sector and participation in international expos.

To support the transition of farms and enhance crop production, comprehensive
capacity-building programs have been implemented for farmers, processors, and
traders. This equips them with the necessary skills and knowledge to meet market
requirements and standards, enabling market access.

The private sector has witnessed an increasing number of entities obtaining
international organic certification, granting them access to the European Union (EU)
market.

Efforts to raise awareness and promote organic farming include the organization of
"Organic Field Day" events, exhibitions, workshops, and demonstrations to educate the
public about organic farming practices.

Institutional strengthening within the organic sector includes the establishment of three
laboratories dedicated to organic research, microbiology, and biopesticides.
Additionally, the completion of an "Organic Sales Market" as part of the National
Organic Flagship Programme further fortifies the industry.

Standards and regulations have been reviewed and updated, encompassing revisions
to the Bhutan Organic Standard (BOS), the introduction of standards for organic inputs,
and the registration of international certification bodies operating in Bhutan. Marks and
logos for certification have also been registered and distributed for use.

An updated version of the farmers' diary, now bilingual in Dzongkha and English, has
been introduced. This diary is distributed to all registered organic farmers and aids in
documenting daily operations, facilitating organic inspections for certification through
both the Local Organic Assurance System and third-party certification.

Bhutan has initiated trial exports of fresh vegetables to Singapore in collaboration with
the private sector, opening up new trade opportunities.

These collective efforts demonstrate Bhutan's dedication to nurturing a thriving organic
agriculture sector while upholding rigorous standards and regulations. This holistic
approach ensures sustainability, market access, and the promotion of organic farming
practices.
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China

Yuhui Qiao!

The State Administration for Market Regulation implemented revisions to the
"Measures for the Administration of Organic Product Certification,"? effective as of
November 1, 2022. This initiative aimed to enhance service efficiency and establish
standardized protocols for accreditation management. In line with this objective, the
Secretariat of the China National Accreditation Service (CNAS) introduced a
certification body accreditation business management platform®, which officially
commenced operations on the same date.

Furthermore, the China Organic Product Certification Working Group conducted two
working meetings to assess 228 products using the guiding principles of “orderly
promotion and dynamic adjustment”.* As a result of these evaluations, certain
products, including lotus root and round leaf rhubarb (edible rhubarb), were
incorporated, and specific products underwent modifications. Additionally,
enhancements were made to the catalog notes, and adjustments were implemented in

the product serial numbers to further refine the catalog's content.

On February 8, 2022, the National Certification and Accreditation Administration
issued Announcement No. 3 of 2022, outlining the implementation of mutual
recognition arrangements for organic product certification between China and New
Zealand. This announcement included details on the list of prohibited substances for
use in organic products exported by both parties, the format of English certification
certificates for organic products destined for New Zealand, as well as the management
of New Zealand certification agencies and organic certification labels.

Subsequently, on August 30, 2022, the Jiangsu-Russia Organic Product Export
Certification Exchange Conference was successfully conducted, utilizing a combination
of online and offline methods. This exchange meeting played a pivotal role in
facilitating the introduction of high-quality, environmentally friendly Russian organic
products into the Jiangsu market in China.

! Professor Dr. Yuhui Qiao, China Agricultural University, Beijing, China

2 Under the "Decision of the State Administration for Market Regulation on Amending and Abolishing Some
Departmental Regulations” (Order No. 61 of the State Administration for Market Regulation on September
29, 2022)

3 CNAS certification body accreditation business management platform: https://cims.cnas.org.cn

4 In accordance with the "Change Procedure for Organic Product Certification Catalogue" issued by the
National Certification and Accreditation Commission and the "Evaluation Regulations for Organic Product
Certification Catalogue" issued by the organic working group.
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India

Thomas Jacob® and A.K. Yadav?

The Indian organic sector received a significant boost with the launch of the
International Year of Millets 2023 (IYoM23), endorsed by the UN General Assembly at
the initiative of the Government of India. The chosen theme, "Healthy Millets, Healthy
People," underscores the nutritional importance of these “nutri-cereals”, often referred
to as “golden grains”. Millets are predominantly cultivated organically and have a
minimal water footprint. They are hailed as superfoods, rich in protein, antioxidants,
and essential nutrients. Organic millets have the potential to emerge as a lucrative cash
crop, offering nutritional benefits and serving as a viable solution for future global food
security.

Policies

India has implemented several pivotal government programs to promote organic
farming, including the National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP),
Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojna (PKVY), and Mission Organic Value Chain
Development for the North-eastern Regions (MOVCD). These programs complement
various state-level initiatives aimed at fostering organic agriculture. Among organic
farmers, the Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) is gaining popularity.

To address the challenge of ensuring the availability of high-quality organic inputs, a
national-level initiative proposes the establishment of a network comprising 10,000
Bharatiya Prakritik Kheti (Indian Natural Farming) Bio-input Resource Centers (BRCs)
under the National Mission on Natural Farming (NMNF).

Under a new policy, states will receive incentives to reduce their consumption of
chemical fertilizers.®> Additionally, a forward-looking scheme has been designed to
promote climate-resilient agriculture by establishing 500 new “waste to wealth” plants,
encompassing 200 compressed biogas plants and 300 community or cluster-based
plants.* This initiative aligns with the goal of promoting organic fertilizers in India,
contributing to sustainable and environmentally friendly agricultural practices.?

! Dr. Thomas Jacob, Advisor, PDS Organic Spices

2Dr. A.K. Yadav, Senior Consultant, National Horticulture Board (NHB), Government of India
3PM-PRANAAM — Prime Minister (PM) Programme for Restoration, Awareness, Nourishment and
Amelioration of Mother Earth

4 Government of India has formulated schemes/plans to make agriculture more resilient to climate change.
GOBARdhan (Galvanizing Organic Bio-Agro Resources Dhan)

5 Down to Earth, February 2023: Union Budget 2023-24: India’s farmers can take to organic agriculture with
proper support. Available at https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/agriculture/union-budget-2023-24-india-
s-farmers-can-take-to-organic-agriculture-with-proper-support-87485
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Indonesia

Wahyudi David'

By mid-2023, the Indonesia Organic Alliance successfully established a participatory
guarantee system known as “PAMOR Indonesia”. This ground-breaking initiative has
experienced remarkable growth, now comprising 18 PAMOR units, encompassing a
network of more than 54 operators, and engaging a total of 747 farmers (consisting of
416 males and 331 females). These dedicated individuals collectively manage and
cultivate over 101 hectares of organic farmland. Additionally, this endeavor has
achieved notable success in influencing local governance, resulting in the
implementation of ten legislative acts related to organic agriculture. Among these, one
was enacted at the provincial level, while two others were implemented at the district
levels.

In parallel, according to information from the National Food Agency, it is anticipated
that the revision of the Indonesia Standard of Organic Agriculture? will be finalized by
the close of 2023. This revised version will introduce critical updates to the standards
governing organic seed production and commercialization, ensuring that they align
with evolving agricultural practices and standards. Moreover, this revised set of
standards will extend its recognition to include naturally-grown products and aqua-
cultured products, which will be considered organic in accordance with the Indonesian
Good Aquaculture Practices (IndoGAP). This holistic approach reflects Indonesia's
commitment to advancing organic agriculture while ensuring its relevance in a
changing agricultural landscape.

Iran

Reza Ardakani3

The Ministry of Agriculture, in collaboration with the Iran Organic Association (IOA),
is actively engaged in policy development aimed at cultivating organic medicinal
plants in vulnerable regions of the country. This endeavor is firmly grounded in both
national and international organic standards. To ensure successful market expansion,
it is imperative to conduct comprehensive market research and remain vigilant in
staying current with evolving trends and regulations.

Specialized meetings, featuring the participation of organic product supply activists,
scientists, students, nutritionists, and media representatives, receive strong support
from both the Iran Chamber of Commerce and the IOA. Furthermore, the 30th
International Exhibition of Agricultural Industries, Foodstuffs, and Machinery (Iran
Agrofood 2023 fair), held in June 2023, provided an opportunity for organic producers
to showcase their products through the establishment of an organic pavilion. The
association also offers initiatives such as the "Healthy Life" specialized exhibition,

1Dr. Wahyudi David, Faculty Member of Food Science and Technology, University Bakrie, Indonesia
2Standard Nasional Indonesia (SNI) 6729-2016
3Dr. M. Reza Ardakani, Professor, Agroecology and Organic Farming, Azad University, Karaj, Iran
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webinars, and panel discussions, aimed at fostering a broader network of activists
across various related sectors.

In addition to the presence of more than 60 organic chain shops spanning over 15
provinces in Iran, several well-established online retailers are actively working to
enhance consumer access to organic products. The IOA has taken on the role of
facilitating the verification process for organic producers and suppliers seeking to
engage with these online platforms. Despite the remarkable growth of organic
agriculture, it is important to acknowledge and address the challenges that persist.

The 13th Iranian Organic Festival took place in Tehran from December 13th to 21st,
2023, with the support of both the Iran Organic Association and IFOAM Iran.

Iraq
Jwad Enad Mahdi’

Previously, Iraq had heavily relied on chemical fertilizers due to misguided
government policies. During this period, there was a shift towards rapid and high-
production chemical agriculture. However, this approach took a toll on soil health,
leading the Ministry of Agriculture to explore organic farming alternatives.

Due to political disputes with Turkey and reduced water shares in the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers, Iraqi farmers began incorporating composting practices to conserve
irrigation water.

The Ministry of Agriculture in Iraq adopted an organic-focused approach, establishing
projects in each governorate. Notably, the Najaf agriculture directorate developed a
project that involved treating plant waste through composting, with the addition of
specific biological stimulants. Open-air composting was chosen as it represents one of
the most efficient biological processes for treating organic waste.

Efforts have been made to produce high-quality fertilizers on a larger scale using
components of palm trees, including leaves, trunks, and roots, mixed with fresh
farmyard manure as a nitrogen source. Private sector initiatives have also emerged,
producing solid, liquid organic fertilizers, and biological fertilizers. These products
have gained recognition in Iraqi markets, with the utilization of palm, wheat, and rice
waste in organic fertilizer production. Innovative methods for preparing liquid
fertilizer and extracting humic and fulvic acids are also being explored.

Over the past decade, organic fertilization has gained traction in Iraq as an
environmentally friendly alternative nutrient source for plants. It offers benefits such
as enhanced soil microorganism populations, reduced greenhouse gas emissions, and
the restoration of soil fertility, which had deteriorated due to excessive use of chemical
fertilizers.

Numerous modern farms in Iraq have adopted organic agriculture practices. For
instance, approximately 1,000 hectares in the city of Balad in Salah al-Din Governorate
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have embraced organic farming. Additionally, all orchard areas in the satellite city of
Dujail, north of Baghdad, spanning 8,000 hectares, have transitioned to organic
agriculture. Central Iraq, including Najaf and Babil Governorates, has witnessed the
adoption of liquid organic fertilizers in wheat cultivation over 18’000 hectares.

In recent years, particularly in 2022 and 2023, organic agriculture has gained
prominence in Iraq as farmers recognize its soil-preserving benefits. This has led to an
increased interest among farmers in obtaining organic certification for their crops.

As of the end of 2023, the use of organic fertilizers by agricultural companies has seen
significant growth, rising from 20 percent to 28 pe