


2 

Point 2.2.2. of Annex II Part IV to Regulation (EU) 2018/848 regarding the processing of 
c) colours for stamping meat 

and eggshells in accordance with Article 17 of Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008; (d) 
natural colours and natural coating substances for the traditional decorative colouring 
of the shell of boiled eggs produced with the intention of placing them on the market at a 
given period of the year;  

Moreover, considering the extract of spirulina, I would like to draw your attention to the 
fact t
it does not meet the definition of food additive laid down in Article 3(2)(a) or if it falls 
within the scope of the exception laid down in Article 3(2)(a)(ii) of Regulation (EC) No 
1333/20085. Therefore, an extract meeting the definition of a food additive, which would 
be added to food primarily for a colouring effect, would qualify as food additive and its 
use would be subject to the provisions of Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008. Please be 
informed that extract of spirulina is currently not approved as a food additive in Europe.  

On this basis, it is considered that it is not possible to open a CN code for spirulina 
extract used as a colouring matter of vegetable origin for organic production.  

The present opinion is provided on the basis of the facts as set out in your email of 26 
October 2021 and expresses the view of the Commission services and does not commit 
the European Commission. In the event of a dispute involving Union law it is, under the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, ultimately for the European Court of 
Justice to provide a definitive interpretation of the applicable Union law. 

Yours sincerely, 
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