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2) What kind of characteristics should be included in the description of the organic 
fruit plant heterogeneous material (sweet cherries, plums, hazelnuts, strawberries 
etc.)? 

Potential future developments have to demonstrate which characteristics should be 
included or excluded of the description of fruit plants OHM.  

3) Could the organic heterogenic propagating material, which is intended for trade, 
be made using vegetative propagation (not only made from fruit plant seeds)? 
(Example - the organic heterogenic propagating material parents are made using 
seeds, but next generation propagation materials are made by vegetative 
propagation). 

 
The plant propagating material of OHM is not only limited to seeds and therefore 
vegetative propagation is also part of marketing. 

4) Does the operator who produces organic heterogeneous material also need to 
maintain the parent material? Or is it enough to know where fruit plant 
propagating parent materials are grown? And what if the parent material is 
destroyed (for example, if the tree is cut down)? 

Parental material only exist in the initial step to create OHM. OHM develops over the 
time and therefore the expression of characteristics may change. Article 4 (1)(c) 
Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2021/11893 on organic heterogeneous material 
clarifies that the description of the OHM should contain information about the parental 
lines which have been used to produce the first cycle of OHM. It is not the intention that 
the parental material is somehow kept and maintained.  

(c) A description of the parental material used to breed or produce the organic 
heterogeneous material and own production control programme used by the operator 
concerned with a reference to the practices as referred to in paragraph (2) (a) and, if 
applicable, in paragraph 2(c)  

Further, the traceability of the origin should be ensured. The operator should just keep 
certain information, as provided for under Article 8 of Regulation 2021/1189 as follows: 

Any operator producing organic heterogeneous plant reproductive material intended 
for marketing shall: 

(a) keep a copy of the notification submitted in accordance with Article 13(2) of 
Regulation (EU) 2018/848, a copy of the declaration submitted under Article 39(1)(d) 
thereof and, where applicable, a copy of the certificate received in accordance with 
Article 35 thereof; 

(b) Ensure the traceability of the organic heterogeneous material in the production 
scheme as defined in Article (4)(2)(a) or, if applicable, in Article (4)(2)(c) by keeping 
information allowing to identify the operators which have supplied parental material of 
organic heterogeneous material. 
The operator shall keep those documents for five years  
 

                                                 
3  Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2021/1189 of 7 May 2021 supplementing Regulation (EU) 

2018/848 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the production and marketing of plant 
reproductive material of organic heterogeneous material of particular genera of species (OJ L 258, 
20.07.2021, p18). 






