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As regards your question on the possible use of food additives on organic pre-cut and 
refrigerated fruit and vegetables, the following provisions apply: 

 In its Article 3, point (73), Regulation (EU) 2018/8486 refers to Article 2(1), point 
(m) of Regulation (EC) No 852/20047 for the definition of processing8 and 

the use of substances referred to 
in Article 24 of this Regulation   

 In its Article 24(2), Regulation (EU) 2018/848 provides that the Commission may 
authorise in particular food additives for use in the production of processed 
organic food. 

Consequently, additives may be authorised to organic pre-cut and refrigerated fruit and 
vegetables and the use of such additives on these products would turn them into 
processed products. As mentioned in your letter, additives such as ascorbic acid (E 300), 
citric acid (E 330),  sodium citrates (E 331), calcium citrates (E 333), sodium alginate (E 
401) and potassium carbonate (E 501) are authorised under Regulation (EC) No 
1333/20089 for prepacked refrigerated peeled, cut and shredded fruit and vegetables 
ready for consumption and they are also authorised for products of plant origin under 
Regulation (EU) 2021/1165. Consequently, they may be used in organic peeled, cut and 
shredded fruit and vegetables. The same applies to E 300, E 330, E 331 and E 333 for 
organic frozen fruit and vegetables. 

The present opinion is provided on the basis of the facts as set out in your email of 22 
June 2021 and expresses the view of the Commission services and does not commit the 
European Commission. In the event of a dispute involving Union law it is, under the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, ultimately for the European Court of 
Justice to provide a definitive interpretation of the applicable Union law. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

                                                 
6  Regulation (EU) 2018/848 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2018 on organic 

production and labelling of organic products and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 (OJ 
L 150, 14.6.2018, p. 1) 

7  Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 of the European parliament and of the council of 29 April 2004 on the 
hygiene of foodstuffs (OJ L 139 30.4.2004, p. 1) 

8  processing any action that substantially alters the initial product, including heating, smoking, 
curing, maturing, drying, marinating, extraction, extrusion or a combination of those processes. 

9  Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2008 
on food additives (OJ L 354 31.12.2008, p. 16) 




