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Biochar  pyrolysis product made from a wide variety of 
organic materials of plant origin and applied as a soil 
conditioner 

only from plant materials, when treated after harvest only 
with products included in Annex I 

until 15 July 2022: maximum value of 4 mg polycyclic 
aromatic hydro- carbons (PAHs) per kg dry matter (DM) 

from 16 July 2022, the relevant limits for contaminants 
set in Regulation (EU) 2019/1009 apply 

 

The approval of biochar was based on the conclusions of the group of experts for 
technical advice on organic production (EGTOP)4; whose assessment was limited to 
biochar made from plants. The Commission always has the possibility to ask EGTOP for 
an opinion on  the compatibility of new products or substances with the objectives, 
criteria and principles of organic production. However, this can be done after a relevant 
request is submitted to the European Commission by a Member State in accordance with 
Article 24(7) of Regulation (EU) 2018/848.  

Once a dossier has been submitted to EGTOP for assessment, and should EGTOP 
provide a positive advice on the use of bone char from animal origin as fertiliser in 
organic production, the Commission services may propose to the Committee on organic 
production to add this into Annex II to Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 
2021/1165. 

The present opinion is provided on the basis of the facts as set out in your email of 19 
July 2021 and expresses the view of the Commission services and does not commit the 
European Commission. In the event of a dispute involving Union law it is, under the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, ultimately for the European Court of 
Justice to provide a definitive interpretation of the applicable Union law. 

Yours sincerely,      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
4 final-report-egtop-fertilizers-iii en.pdf (europa.eu) 




