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As you probably know, Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 and its Implementing Regulation 
(EU) No 540/20112 set out the list of approved active substances for use in plant 
protection products in general agriculture.  

Once active substances are approved under Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009, they can be 
assessed to see whether they are in line with the organic objectives and principles; if that 
is the case, they are authorised for use in organic production and listed in Annex II to 
Regulation (EC) No 889/2008, with in some cases specific conditions of use. Finally, the 
use of plant protection products is authorised at national level. 

CO2 and Kieselgur are active substances authorised in general agriculture under 
Regulation (EU) No 540/2011 with specific conditions allowing for post-harvest use. In 
addition, these active substances are listed without any limitation in Annex II to 
Regulation (EC) No 889/2008. Therefore, it is possible to use both substances as post-
harvest treatment against rice weevil on organic rice. 

The present opinion is provided on the basis of the facts as set out in your letter and 
expresses the view of the Commission services and does not commit the European 
Commission. In the event of a dispute involving Union law it is, under the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union, ultimately for the European Court of Justice to 
provide a definitive interpretation of the applicable Union law.   

Yours sincerely, 

 




