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If the private test results indicate irregularities in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 
834/2007 Article 30(1) and in line with the catalogue of measures as per Regulation (EC) 
No 889/2008 Article 92d, these shall be notified in OFIS immediately and without delay 
to enable appropriate action in the notified country immediately.  

The Commission services note that several private test results notified in OFIS led to the 
unravelling of serious irregularities in the notified countries.  

Moreover, OFIS also allows Member States (countries) to notify even the suspicion, the 
relevant standard forms were discussed and agreed with the Member States in the 
Committee on Organic Production (previously, Standing Committee on Organic 
Farming). The new rules under Regulation (EU) 2018/848 will explicitly require that 
even the suspicion of non-compliance be reported, see Articles 27, 28, and 43.   

Question 3  Does it mean that the notifying country accepts the decision taken by the 
notified country when an OFIS reply is accepted and the case is closed  

The regulations do not mention that the notifying country can accept or reject the reply, 
even if this is the terminology used in OFIS.   

The country which sent the original notification may ask the replying country for 
additional information, if needed, see Regulation (EC) No 889/2008 Article 92(a)(5).  

In that sense, in the case at hand the notifying country did not accept the notified 
reply, it did not ask for more information. It should be noted that the notifying 

country asked for more information from the notified country already on five occasions. 
The notified country was very late with some of the replies.  

Moreover, in its final comments the notifying country clearly noted in OFIS that it 
maintains its doubts as concerns the organic status of the product and no consensus can 
be achieved between the countries. Also, the notifying country made a complaint to the 
Commission services about the case. 

Therefore, in this specific case, not asking more information from the notified country 
does not mean that the notifying country accepted the decision.   

Question 4  Do you support the possibility of an opposed decision in the notifying 
country?  

The Commission services accept an opposed decision in the notifying country if it is in 
compliance with all organic production rules and if the decision is in line with the above 
cited regulatory provisions on measures in case of irregularities and infringements.  

The present opinion is provided on the basis of information exchanged in relation to 
irregularity  information in OFIS, information received 
in relation to meeting of the Committee on Organic Production   and 
information in your emails   and expresses the view of the 
Commission services and does not commit the European Commission. In the event of a  
 

  

                                                 
  






